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 Preface to the First Edition

This unique book of its type has been written with great
endeavour and sincerity with the purpose of teaching Good
English to young students. In the whole world, maximum number
of people talk in English language; this is the most prevalent
medium of education in the entire world; most books, daily
newspapers and periodicals are published in this enriched language.
English is the only internationally-acclaimed language except which
education becomes insignificant. English is, so, the genuine
international language without the good knowledge of which the
full blooming and development of brilience and inventive faculty is
not possible in today’s educational scenario. Most students even
after having completed his or her Madhyamik, Higher Secondary
and Graduation cannot speak correct English fluently and
flawlessly. There is the hitch, they learn English also getting by
heart like all other subjects. So, those who learn English as their
second language, most of them can’t learn this language properly.
Also, many of them have a habit – they at first think the subject in
terms of Bengali and then they try to speak in English translating
the matter. In it, the influence of mother tongue in the orderly
application of words and in the construction of sentences is bound
to come unknowingly and surreptitiously. Besides, we know, in
the traditional  English  language classes, speaking in this language
almost is not practised in our State pursuing the communicative
approach of learning. So, as a matter of fact, students do not get
any chance of learning English conversation practice worthy of
using in daily life.

Notwithstanding, there is no need to make learning English a

toilsome and arduous task. Those who are experts and well-
experienced about the techniques of teaching Good English &
those who follow the recognized methods and time-tested models
of teaching – intently desirous students can learn this foreign
language easily with the help of those good teachers. So, to learn
English well, we need to keep some important things in mind.
We have to have urdent zeal to learn this language; we also have
to use English as much as possible and besides, taking an
advanced training from a GOOD ENGLISH TRAINING CENTRE is a
must. Side by side, this language is easily and quickly learnt if the
conducive atmosphere of regularly using English language is
prevailed in our surroundings. However, to write reports and
business letters, send e-mails or to give a presentation as well as
to increase our skills in some certain situations like giving a job
interview or group discussion – we have to practise speaking
English in interactive methods with correct pronunciation, to
understand listening the language from foreign tongues, to learn to
write grammatically-correct English along with increased
vocabulary.

Good English Speaking Course has been wtitten in
bilingual method with a view to helping SPOKEN ENGLISH

students to learn the rules of Functional Grammar and
Phonetics. Every possible attempt has been done to make the
study of Spoken English worthwhile and interesting to new
students, since English is not their mother tongue & is not spoken
freely at homes. Good English Conversation Practice and
Good English Group Discussion lessons have been so devised
with topics of very familiar situations as to provide readers with
numerous opportunities to practise speaking the English language
for becoming fluent and flawless by reading and repeating these
useful exercises as many times as possible. Good English
Lexicon & Vocabulary will help students knowing important
words and phrases to communicate better if the readers take a
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little pain to fix those words & the meanings in their minds.

I do not claim the efforts made in this Spoken English book
to be flawless. So, certainly, there is room for furthur improvements
and I shall feel encouraged to make such improvements in
subsequent editions if received any constructive suggestions from
the educated intelligentsia. Utmost efforts have been made to keep
out printing errors as far as possible, though some may have evaded
detection inadvertently which will surely be corrected in the next
edition of the book.

Finally, before concluding I must extend my heart-felt thanks
and gratitude to my whole family without whose enthusiasm and
unconditional support I would not have found the task of preparing
this book so absorbing and rejoicing.

    KOLKATA                                The Author

20-th June, 2021                     Dr. Jakir Hossain Laskar

             PUBLISHER’S NOTE

There is no golden rule for success and no short-cut method
to learn Good English. Having considered the increasing demand
of  Bengali speaking  people to achieve speaking power in English
& communicative skills, we have decided to publish this Spoken
English book named ‘Good English Speaking Course’ written
by Dr. Jakir Hossain Laskar, Ph.D.

We sincerely hope that Practical English Grammar &
Phonetics, English Conversation Practice and Group
Discussion chapters along with enriched Lexicon & Vocabulary
of this book will help new aspirant learners to get desired results
learning Good English easily and properly.

                                                     – OYSTER INDIA
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Unit – 1

 Forms of  Accosting

Good morning, Uncle...How are you?

Good afternoon, my friend...How are you getting on in your
business?

Good evening, Mr. Bajaj. Are you going to the club now?

Good night, take good care of yourself.

Have a nice day. See you again.

Sweet dreams, my darling. Hope to see you the day after
tomorrow.

Hello! How do you do, Mrs. Kulkarni?

Pleased to meet you, Mr. David! Good day to you, Sir!

Farewell, my sweetheart! Hope to meet you next year.

Wish you a happy health! Goodbye, see you!

Take care. Wish you godspeed.

EXERCISE – 1.
How are you getting on (in / for) your business?

Good night, take good care .......... yourself. (with  / of)

Hope to see you the day (after / before) tomorrow.

Would you mind (moving / moved) a little bit?

Hallo, (may / can) I have your attention please!

Would you mind doing it (for / to) me?

Always try to act (by / upon) the advice of your teacher.

1

PART - I
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Unit – 2

Words for Etiquette

I beg your pardon, Mrs. Sengupta. It was all by mistake. Please,
excuse me.

So sorry to have interrupted you, Mr. Hossain.

Would you mind moving a little bit? I want to sit beside you. I'm
to tired.

Could you do me a favour? Hallo, may I have your attention
please!

Would you mind doing it for me? I'm now in great trouble.

Dear Sir, will you please speak a little bit loudly. I can't hear
you from the behind.

Sorry for being late. From tomorrow onwards, I shall try my
level best to come in time.

Sir, please be seated and feet at home. After all, I'm your
student.

Would you please permit me to speak? I want to say something
against the no-confidence motion.

Sir,  may I  have your book, please? Actually, I'm fond of reading
English novels.

No mention. Let me help you to get this job done.

Glad to meet you, Mr. Rahul? You surname, please?

I'm so sorry, Sir. I get little late. May I come in?

She would be highly obliged, if you would get that task done. It
would be very kind of you.

Unit – 3 (A)

  English Exclamation Words

Well done! You're so brave, my boy!

You've helped my old father. May God bless you.

Good heavens! How full of diversity human characters are!

Maniklal had a narrow escape. Thank god!

You are only a little boy.  How dare you say this!

Oh! My goodness! How has he been murdered?

What a shame! Once again you couldn't pass the annual
examination!

Come what may! I will comfront the forthcoming danger.

I have heard, today is your birtday. Many happy returns of
the day.

Please keep quiet! Let me listen the music.

Sriparna is singing not in keeping with the musical note. How
disgusting!

Liverpool, my favourite team, has won the football match last
evening. What a great victory!

Hurry up! Please! Else, we will miss the train.

What a bother! My wife’s right leg has been fractured!

You have come to our house. What a surprise!

Hold your tongue. What nonsense are you talking!

How dare she! Making arguments with me!

What a pity! You've lost your mother.

I shall not interfare your matter. Do as you like it!

                     2                                           3
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Unit – 3 (B)

    Sentences for Note of  Exclamation

Fie on such money! I don't want anything from you.

Alas! Was this in store for me! What shall I do now with my
life!

Oh! What a joy! I've stood first in the English honours
exam.

Ah me! Woe is me! Where were you so long hiding?

What a pity! This year once again you have failed in the
exam!

Dear me, you too have come to ask for money! Don't you
know the time of my adversity?

Rightly served! Serve him right! I will never go to your house
again.

Capital! Exquisite! Your bravery is really praisworthy.

 Hush! Somebody is coming! Let him come first to our
hinges.

Fie! For shame! Why are you telling lie once again?

Ruin seize thee! You are my sworn enemy.

Look! Lo! Behold! What a beautiful sight!

What nonsense! I've no spare time to go with you.

Glory be to his Majesty! Help us my Lord, we are in great
danger.

              4               5
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You vilest of men! You scoundrel! I know you to the bones.

Oh for! Just by luck! Will nobody marry me?

Bravo! Well said! You have given her a rude snubbing.

Alas! I am undone! My husband has died in snake-bite.

Tut! Tut! You're too sily! Don't get physical now.

For all I care! Who are you to give me order?

Enough of it! You get out from my eye-sight at once.

Heven forbid! Why shall I give this book to you?

Confound you! Hang it! I don't even want to see your face.

Goodness knows! I didn't say any lie, you can ask my
mother.

EXERCISE – 2.

I'm now ........... great trouble.(in / on)

From tomorrow onwards, I shall try my level (good/
best) to come in time.

Would you please permit me (to / for) speak?

Let me help you to get this job ........... (did / done).

She would be highly (oblige /obliged), if you would get that
task done.

Sriparna is singing not in keeping (by / with) the musical note.

You may go home now without (striking / striken) with
anxiety.

We will get many more chances in near future.

I'm not used to (talk / talking) lie.

The show is (still / yet) to start.

You have already (gave / given) me 6 items.

Why are you .......... your nose about our matter? (poked /
poking)

Rinita  is ........ weak to walk, take care of her. (to / too)

Can't you (understood / understand) what I say?

She has to go to school a little bit ............. (early / earlier)

Morning walk is good (in / for) health.

I shall certainly turn ...... in time. (to / in)

Will you like to see (a  / an) English movie with me?

              6                7
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Unit – 4

/ Frequently Expressed
Short Speeches

I've shown you the book you want. Anything else?

You don't worry, Kajol. Just coming.

You may go home now without striken with anxiety. Rest
assured!

I shall not be able to meet with you this morning. See you
tomorrow.

No mention! It was my duty.

I will do you a favour. Yes, by all means.

Let that go! We will get many more chances in near future.

Rina, you must come on the occasion. Don't forget.

I'm not used to talking lie. Not the least!

Go at once! They are eagerly waiting for you.

Rajia do not eat sweets. Not a bit.

You've to go with me. Get ready.

You need not say sorry. No mention!

What she has done is trifling. Never mind.

Wait outside. The show is yet to start.

I've taken all according to my requirements. Nothing else.

All of us will go into the room. Why not?

I've told everything I knew in my deposition. Nothing more.

You have already given me 6 items. That's enough.

Come near. I want to hug you, darling.

Still you're in front of me! I say, get out! Get lost!

Unit – 5

  Forms of Imperative Sentences

Mind your business. Why are you poking your nose about our
matter?

Go ahead. You must get success in future.

Let him go. He is already late.

Rinita  is too weak to walk. Take care of her.

Think before you speak. Why are you talking incoherently?

Don't cut jokes with him. He is a gentleman.

Please do try again. The problem will be solved certainly.

Do come again. I was so delighled for your coming.

Please wait a little longer. I want to go with you.

Come to the point now. What do you want me to do?

Don't be sily. What I say, only do that.

Please be seated. I am so glad to meet you.

Don't talk nonsense. Can't you understand what I say?

Please wake her up. She has to go to school a little bit earlier.

Let me have a look. That shirt in the wardrobe is so trendy.

Do have some more coffee. You'll have no problem in this cold
weather.

              8              9
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Unit – 6

 Invitation-related Sentences

Would you please come over here? I want to give you some
gifts.

Please have something cold. What do you prefer, drinks or ice-
cream?

Very many thanks for your kind invitation. But I'm so sorry. I
will not be able to go to your place that day.

Ramesh, you must attend the ceremony. Here is an invitation
card for your family.

Morning walk is good for health. Come for a walk please, Mr.
Khan.

Could you join us for a conducted bus-tour to South India?
Have you ever  visited any place of that region? Unfortunatly, we
didn't.

Thank you for your kind remembrance. I shall certainly turn up
in time.

Will you like to see an English movie with me? I've managed
two tickets.

Would you like to play football now? Then let's go to the
playground.

Tapan regrets his inability to accept my invitation for lunch at
my home. Because, he had to visit his doctor as appointment was
scheduled in far into the midday.

  Meeting and Departing Sentences

I'm glad to meet you, Meera. Hope we will meet again soon.

Please give my regards to your parents. One day later on, I
shall go to your house.

Have a nice journey ! Wish you godspeed!

Spend some more time with us. Must you go now?

Are you surprised to see her? She has returned back last night
from London.

May luck be with you. I wish every success in your future life.
God bless you.

Okey, see you again. I have to go now.

 Thanksgiving Sentences

Thank you for your kind and sincere advice. Thanks a lot.

It's not a matter of kindness, it will rather please us.

Thanks for your invitation for dinner. I shall reach there close
upon 10'clock at night.

I'm very grateful to him for his kind and substantial help.

Thanks for this costly present. I'm very obliged to you, Mr.
James.

              10 11
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      Forms of Congratulations
and  Well-wishings

Today is your birthday. Many happy returns of the day.

Wish you a happy Bengali new year, Mr. Banerjee.

You've ranked in I.A.S. this year. Congratulations on your grand
success.

Your exam. is approaching near. Wish you all the best.

Happy felicitations on your birthday. Enjoy the whole day with
your friends and relations.

May luck be always with you. Your honesty and integrity is
praiseworthy.

You School Service exam is ahead.Hope you do well in your
competitive examination.

Congratulations on your wedlock. All the best wishes  for your
conjugal life.

May you have the best of both the worlds. I congratulate you
on behalf of all friends.

EXERCISE – 3.
Would you like ....... play football now? (to / for)

Tapan regrets his inability to accept my invitation (for / in)
lunch at my home.

She (have / has) returned back last night from London.

I wish ........... success in your future life. (every / all)

Unit – 7

    Forms of Positive and Negative
Emotions

FIRST PART

He has an another important work to do. He won't be able to
come today.

This can't be managed within this short span of time at dead of
night. I'm helpless. Please, don't mind.

What you have said will only serve your vested interest. I regret,
I can't so accept your proposal.

Please come back, my son. Don't quarrel with them for nothing.

Could I ask you to move a little bit? I want to sit beside you.

Will he do me a favour? He has the power to do that if he does
intend.

I didn't hear you. I beg your pardon. Please repeat.

Would you mind opening the window? I'm having breathing
problem inside this room.

Please wait a bit for me. I would like to accompany with you.

All of you are requested to turn up in time. Otherwise, we will
not be able to start the meeting in due time.

Please forgive me. It was all by mistake.

Don't forget to write me, please. I shall wait for your reply.

SECOND PART

Please permit me to go now. My duty hours are already over.

              12               13



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

May I enter into your room? I would like to discuss an urgent
matter.

Today is our holiday. May we go to see a film to-night?

May I borrow your cycle for a while? I've to go to the market
at once.

Will you please give me a lift? I'm feeling discomfort in this
scorching heat of sun.

May I come in, please? I want to submit my resignation.

It is only hearsay. We need not believe this rumour.

You can fully rely on us. Our products are always cost-effective
and qualitative.

I have full faith in my English teacher. A good teacher will not
give you a glass of water, he will make you thirsty instead.

Don't you believe me? So, I don't want to keep any relation
with you.

THIRD PART

All of you have had to suffer because of my misconduct. I'm
very sorry.

I felt very sorry to hear that bad news.

My empathy is always with you. Don't give up.

She should be ashamed of herself. She is making love instead
of reading books ahead of her examination.

You are a caddish fellow. Shame on you.

Why are you getting on in my nerves? You don't deserve
forgiveness.

You have ruined me utterly. I don't want to see your face in
future.

Don't talk nonsense furthur. There is no logic in your argument.

He is to blame for this defeat. He didn't play for the sake of the

nation.

Excuse me if there has been any misdeed from my side.

Please don't mind. I'm really sorry to have kept you sitting so
long.

Sorry for interrupting you so much. There were no other course
left open.

It was done by mistake. I swear I didn't do that knowingly.

I didn't want to insult you. Please, don't feel bad about this.

Please ,excuse my incorrect intonation. I'm sorry, I couldn't
make it.

FOURTH PART

Farida does waste her time in gossiping and slandering. Can't
she oil her own machine?

Let me clear the point. Don't be angry.

Don't let him lose his temper. If he becomes angry, he doesn't
have knowledge of ascertaining good and evil.

Why are you getting angry for nothing? I don't want to altercate
with others.

You're unnecessarily getting vexed. Try to understand my point.

What you have done is really worthwhile and praiseworthy.
Well done!

Nitish has been a great help to me. So kind of him!

Have complete faith in God, bad days will pass.

Such indeed are the ways of the world. We have to accept the
reality.

I know you are mentally strong and alert. May God give you
more strength to put up with this terrible blow.

I'm deeply grieved at the sudden death of his mother. She was
only on the right side of her fifty.
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They offered their condolences to my bereaved family. All of
them were deeply shocked.

FIFTH PART

Don't feel nervous in the examination hall. Attempt those
questions first which are fully known to you.

You need not bother about the result. Certainly you will pass
the exam.

Don’t be scared. I'm always at your service to help you.

You might ask me if there were any difficulties. Why did you
hesitate?

I will solve your problems. There is no need to worry.

You can do whatever you like. We don't have any objection.

We respect your opinion. We are not trying to impose ourselves
on you.

She gave consent in the marriage proposal. It was rather a
matter of pleasure.

You don't seem to have agreed with us.

Doesn't matter, you may have your own opinion.

Don't find faults with others. Rather try to mend yourself.

Sorry, I don't know how to sing. So how can I do that?

Never do such a mischief time and again. Try to be humble
and more polite.

I can't accept what you've said. Don't speak harshly with this
manner.

Unit – 8

Sentences for Instruction or order

See him off at the Dumdum airport.

Taking alcohole damages the liver gradully. So keep away from
drinking liquor.

Sip the brewed coffee slowly.

Get ready if you like to come along with us.

Feed the cow with grass and fodder.

Don't pluck the flowers, girls.

Put off the table-lamp. I want to sleep now.

Be careful against bad habits. Mind you character is everything.

Please mind your own business. And be careful about your
work.

Let me do my work. Why are you disturbing me?

You need not study at the cost of your health. Never do so in
future.

Shun bad habits. Don't delay.

Respect your parents and elders. All of them deserve honour
and prestige.

Keep everything in order in the kitchen.

Remind me about it the day after tomorrow.
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Unit – 9

 Uses of Correlatives

Unless Ashok runs fast, he will not be able to catch the last
train at night.

Unless you burn the midnight oil, you will not pass the
examination.

I have not even talked with him, let alone going to watch
movie.

I have not even known her, let alone playing.

As soon as they arrived at the railway station, the train left
for the destination.

As soon as we made the appearance at the bus-depot, the
last bus left.

No sooner did the English teacher leave from the class than
the students started raising the uproar.

No sooner did the president get up to deliver his lecture than
the audience gave him a standing ovation.

They had scarcely reached home when it started raining cats
and dogs.

Hardly had we left home before it rained.

I had hardly come out from my office when it started
hailstorming.

I don't know whether you will be able or not to do the work.

I shall go to school today whether others come or not.
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As long as I do not come back here, you wait for me with
patience.

Not only did I give the students printed notes, but also I gave
them instructions about how to read the notes.

Neither Ratan nor his sister goes to the school.

What to speak of getting first class, Asim will not even pass
the forthcoming exam.

What to speak of delivering speech, Mr.Sharma can't even
talk properly.

Get the umbrella repaired before the rainy season sets in.

The baby is too small to talk coherently.

I'm so timid and faint-hearted that I cannot even climb a
small tree.

No less a person than the head of the institution had seen
him copying from another's answer-paper by adopting unfair
means.

No less a person than the Prime Minister of India delivered
the speech for the nation.

Either the attending doctor or the nurses are to blame for this
carelessness.

Either you give me the total amount of money or lose the
right to possession of this land.

Take good care of your small kid, lest it should knock to the
floor.

As far as I recollect, the Headmaster didn't come to the
school the day before yesterday.
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Although she is physically ill, yet she has been going to
school everyday.

EXERCISE – 4.

Would you like ....... play football now? (to / for)

Tapan regrets his inability to accept my invitation (for / in)
lunch at my home.

She (have / has) returned back last night from London.

I wish ........... success in your future life. (every / all)

Thank you for your kind and sincere ......... (advice / advise)

I shall reach there close (into / upon) 10'clock at night.

I'm very grateful to him for his kind and substantial ..........
(help / helping).

Many happy returns (of / for) the day.

All the best (wish / wishes) for your conjugal life.

May you have the best ..... both the worlds. (of / for)

I congratulate you on behalf of ...... friends. (all / every)

He has (a / an) another important work to do.

This can't be managed within this short span of time at dead
......... night. (in / of)

............ you have said will only serve your vested interest.
(Where / What)

Could I ask you to move ..... little bit? (a / the)

He has the power to do that (if / as) he does intend.

Would you mind (opening / openned) the window?

Unit – 10

 Sentences Relating to Time

From time immemorial, man has been trying to become more
civilized.

What time does your husband usually come home back in the
afternoon?

It is ten minutes to four by his watch.

It is now hard upon 2 p.m. I shall not go outside in this
scorching heat of sun.

Swapan reached in the city at quarter to five.

When do you have your dinner at night?
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I shall set out from home in the morning at quarter past eight.

Rina's father died before his time.

What's the time by your wrist-watch, please?

My watch gains three minutes in 24 hours.

Your clock is ten minutes slow, put on the minute hand.

It is close upon 10 o'clock at night. Now I have to go home.

Do you know what day of the moon it is?

Rambabu is punctual to the minute everyday in office.

Don't go out from home at dead of night.

I shall meet with you every other day.

We will go out for travelling Sunday week.

Good days are coming ahead. Hope for the best.

You are already late by 15 minutes.We have no more time at
hand.

It has just struck 8 o'clock at night. News will start at once.

I shall have to go to Mumbai in the 8-th instant.

Where were you so late at night?

You have come just in time. We would've left in another
minute.
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It was raining incessantly in the small hours of the morning.

When does your daughter wake up from bed in the morning?

Always make the best use of your precious time, which once
lost can never be regained.

I had to go to Delhi for office-work in the 7-th ultimo.

You're having dotage at the ripe age.

You have to go to Chennai in the 6-th proximo.

This cannot be endured day in and day out.

When does your mother have her lunch?

The girl is her teens certainly.

Time hangs heavy on my hands in the afternoon. That time I
can't decide what to do.

Students come to the school a little before eleven.

They might have reached home by this time.

Bikash will go back to his hostel in the middle of the bright
fortnight.

How beautiful the sky looks in the full-moon night!

Gita wakes up from bed late in the morning. Thus she does
idle away her precious time.

I shall join in the office after the dark fortnight was over.
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It is 15 past eight now.

Darkness prevails on all sides during the new moon.

EXERCISE – 5.

We will not be able to start the meeting (in / at) due time.

Please forgive me, it was all ..... mistake. (for / by)

May I enter ......... your room? (into / under)

I've to go to the market ...... once. (for / at)

I'm feeling discomfort (in / on) this scorching heat of sun.

I don't want to keep any relation (with / for) you.

All of you have (done / had) to suffer because of my
misconduct.

Why are you getting ..... in my nerves? (to / on)

He is to blame for this defeat as he didn't play for the sake .....
the nation. (on / of)

I'm really sorry to (has / have) kept you sitting so long.

There were no other course left ..........(open / close).

If he becomes angry, he doesn't have knowledge (of / for)
ascertaining good and evil.

Why are you getting (angry / anger) for nothing?

I don't want to (altercate / altercation) with others.

You're unnecessarily getting ........... (vexed / vexation).

What you have done is (reality / really) worthwhile and
praiseworthy.

Such indeed are the ways ...... the world. (in / of)

Unit – 11

   Sentences Pertaining to Weather

The roads of Kolkata became inundated last night due to
heavy downpour.

We did hope the weather would remain pleasant and
charming, but suddenly the day is too sutlry.

The northern sky is overcast with black clouds ; as if it will
rain cats and dogs.

The rain has not yet stopped, if you go out you'll be drenched
out and out.

A storm was brewing in the south, now hailstorm has started
all around.
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This very umbrella will not keep off rain ; how is umbrella
useful during tarrential rain?

The gentle breeze is blowing all around, we are feeling a nip
in the air.

The heavy rain and thunderstorn prevented me last night
from going to your place ; but certainly today I shall meet with
you by the evening.

The biting cold is getting sharper day by day ; methinks, the
city will be in the grip of more cold wave in no time.

Everything was at sixes and sevens on the four sides due to
nor-wester in the afternoon.

The tempest tore up large trees by the root on the roads.

The storm raged throughout the night, but it was ceased
towards the small hours of the morning.

The roads were overflowing with heavy downpour ; but I
didn't get drenched because I had an umbrella with me.

Last year the peasants had to bear huge loss due to drought
accross the state.

Why are you perspiring so much? Is it terribly hot and sticky
today?

There was a heavy shower of rain, yet once again clouds
have accumulated in the sky.

Hot winds are blowing since noon, I'm having giddiness and
vertigo.

The shades of the night have started thickening, because
now it is in the dark fortnight.
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The weather has turned adverse, it has been thunduring
successively all around.

EXERCISE – 6.

May God give you more strength to put (up / down) with this
terrible blow.

I'm deeply grieved (at / into) the sudden death of his mother.

She was only (on / in) the right side of her fifty.

They offered their condolences (to / for) my bereaved family.

Attempt those questions first which (is / are) fully known to
you.

You need not bother ............... the result, certainly you will
pass the exam. (for / about)

You (may / might) ask me if there were any difficulties.

We are not trying to (impose / imposition) ourselves on you.

She gave consent in the (marry / marriage) proposal.

You don't seem to have (agree / agreed) with us.

Doesn't matter, you may (have / had) your own opinion.

Don't find faults with others, (rather / otherwise) try to mend
yourself.

Sorry, I don't (know / knew) how to sing. So how can I do
that?

Never do such a mischief time and again. Try to (be / do)
humble and more polite.

I can't accept what you've ......... Don't speak harshly with this
manner. (said / say)

See him .......... at the Dumdum airport. (of / off)

Unit – 12

 Health-related Sentences

I'm having dull appetite, perhaps my digistive system is not
working properly.

Bijoy's mother is bed-ridden in the hospital ; her condition is
now critical.

Daily exercise along with medicines helps the patient for
speedy recovery of the disease.

How long have you been suffering from heart disease? Have
you consulted with a good Cardiologist?

My brother's right leg has got fractured falling from the tree.
Could you suggest me a reputed Osteologist?
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The doctor has diagnosed the disease properly. Now let him
fight the disease at its root.

Now-a-days Dr. Sarengi has a large practice, I'm
convalescing gradually under his treatment.

The condition of my mother today is better than yesterday.
But she may have a relapse of the dyspnoea if not taken care of
properly.

My wife has a feeble constitution ; besides,overwork has
ruined her health because of so much domestic works.

The boil of my back has come to a head and is getting
suppurated...may be, it will burst soon.

Why are you not physically fit? What are you suffering
from?

I'm having biting pain in the upper and lower extrimities along
with stinging pain around the pelvic girdle. I would like to consult
an experienced doctor.

Kalyan babu has been suffering from various chronic
diseases, he is now fed up with his illness.

I think, you're having lithiasis in you gall-bladder. Take this
tablet at night if the pain is not subsided.

My wife is getting obesed gradually. Is she suffering from
thyroid-related dysfunctions?

My whole body is aching for playing football in the
afternoon. I need to take complete rest overnight.

Jinia have had sore throat for wetting in rain-water and is
sneezing over and again.
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My grand father had been suffering striken with one-sided
paralysis. But this medicine has acted like a charm.

Take a dose of this medicine twice a day after having your
meals.

EXERCISE – 7.
Taking alcohole damages the liver gradully. So keep ......... from

drinking liquor. (out / away)

Sip the ............ coffee slowly. (brew / brewed)

Get ready .......you like to come along with us. (if / whether)

Feed the cow ........... grass and fodder. (by / with)

............ pluck the flowers, girls. (Don’t / Doesn’t)

Put (of / off) the table-lamp. I want to sleep now.

Please mind your own business. And be careful (for / about)
your work.

Let me do my work. Why are you (disterb / disturbing) me?

You need not study ...... the cost of your health. (at / for)

Respect your parents and elders. All of ......... deserve honour
and prestige. (they / them)

Remind me about it the day (before / after) tomorrow.

Not but (that / what) I am a good fellow, I was pretending
thus.

After marriage, my daughter (alone / along) with her hubby
was buttering their bread on both sides.

Unit – 13

    Sentences for Attention & Signals

Look to the left and right before you cross the road for your
safety.

Road closed for repair. Please go by the round-about route.

Beware of the dogs. Use the calling-bell first.

Travelling without a ticket is a crime. It should not be
encouraged.

Don't put your hand out of the running bus. It may always be
dangerous.

Beware of pickpockets. Always take good care of your
valuables.

Always keep to the left while walking on the road.

School ahead. Don't blow the horn aloud.

Drive slowly. This junction is accident-prone.

No parking here. If you defy the order, you have to pay fine.

Please stand in the queue. They will not give you out of turn.

Heavy vehicles are not allowed. Drivers should follow the
restrictions.

Keep off the grass. Poisonous snakes may be there in the
wilderness.

Pull the chain during danger to have the mind of the driver.

Cross from here. Always obey the traffic rules.

No entry without permission. Trespassers will be prosecuted.

Serious turn ahead. Slow down the speed of you car.

Stick no bills. It is strickly prohibited on this wall.
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   Sentences for Quarrels &
Arguments

Don't lose your temper. Why are you quarrelling on this
trifle?

I say, get out! Get out of my sight! Get lost!

What wrong has my brother done to you? Let me mediate
between you.

Now make up with each other, friends. Settle the matter
amicably.

Why are you getting on my nerves? Don't you know I'm
very hot-tempered?

Beware, don't utter this word again. Don't stretch the matter.

Why do you altercate with her for nothing? Are you in your
senses?

Mahima seems to be a quarrelsome girl. Keep safe distance
from her.

Why are you concerned about our personal affairs? You
should mend your ways.

EXERCISE – 8.
............ Ashok runs fast, he will not be able to catch the last

train at night. (Untill / Unless)

(Unless / if) you burn the midnight oil, you will not pass the
examination.

I have not even talked with him, let .............. going to watch
movie. (along / alone)

I have not even known her, let alone (play / playing).

Unit – 14

    Sentences Relating Law & Court

He had filed a criminal suit against me. But I was acquitted in
the eye of law.

Gupta babu was accused of rape and murder. He was
sentenced to two year's rigorous imprisonment.

Our opponent party had appropriated the witness. But the
witness turned hostile though he was tutored.

The lawers cross-examined all the witnesses after they were
sworn in.

The murderer is still absconding though the police is on their
track. Whenever he will be caught, he will have to go into the lock-
up.
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I instituted a suit for recovery of damages for breach of
contract. But the defence counsel did argue the entire case very
well against me.

The plaintiff and the defendant reached a compromise and
consensus after much wrangling. At last, they had to bound over to
keep the peace for six months to each other.

My father has been ruined by litigation. We should have amicably
settled the cases.

The police had taken the boy into custody on a charge of theft.
Later, he was let out on bail.

I want to file a suit for partition of our joint property against my
elder brother.

The jury have given its verdict against the accused. But they
preferred to appeal to the Kolkata High-Court being discontented
by the judgement and decree of the lower court.

An ideal judge does temper justice with due mercy ; he should
administer justice impartially.

The thief had confessed his guilt, but retracted his earlier
confession in the course of the trial. Now the local police is throughly
investigating the case.

EXERCISE – 9.

As (early / soon) as they arrived at the railway station, the
train left for the destination.

As soon as we (make / made) the appearance at the bus-
depot, the last bus left.

No sooner did the English teacher leave from the class
................the students started raising the uproar. (than / when)

No sooner did the president (get / got) up to deliver his lecture
than the audience gave him a standing ovation.

They had scarcely reached home ........ it started raining cats
and dogs. (than / when)

Hardly had we left home (before / than) it rained.
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Unit – 15

Sentences for Food & Drinks

Stale food is always harmful to eat in the next morning.
Don't eat food used on the previous day.

I've heard, your house-maid-cum-cook didn't come tonight.
Please, have your dinner with us.

I'm fond of eating common salt with rice. Bring a pinch of
salt from your sister.

The milk has turned sour, don't use it during preparing
coffee.

We shall dine out tonight. We have planed to have
continental dishes.

May I have a little more gravy, please. Mutton resalla is my
favourite dish.

When do you take your breakfast? What would you like to
drink, tea or coffee?

Have you already had your lunch, Mr. Raju? If not, let's have
the lunch together.

Meals have been served, get ready. I've just started to have
my dinner.

This curry is rather pungent,my tongue is burning severely.

Baking bread is not my job, rather I'm straining away the
gruel of rice.

This meat-broth is under-salted. Please pass the salt.
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My mother is kneading the dough ; rather I grind the spices
by this time.

What will you like to eat as short commons? Are you not yet
feeling hungry?

Having peeled first cut up the vegetables, then you have to
chop up the meat.

Eating germinating gram and sugarcane-treacle in the
morning is very good for health as they are rich in vitamins.

The water of green-coconut is very cooling for stomach in
summer.

Please have some more!I know you're a gourmet and it is an
exclusive Bengali cuisine.

They treated us to a sumptuous lunch and we made a hearty
meal.

Have you had you lunch? Now dry your hand upon the
towel.

What a glutton you are! After having your dinner, you have
eaten 50 pieces of sweetmeats!

My daughter relishes bread and fried potatoes. Four breads
are not enough for her.

EXERCISE – 10.

I had hardly ............... out from my office when it started
hailstorming. (come / came)

I don't know (if / whether) you will be able or not to do the
work.

As long as I do not come back here, you ........... for me with
patience. (wait / weight)

Not only did I (give / gave) the students printed notes, but also
I gave them instructions about how to read the notes.

Neither Ratan .......... his sister goes to the school. (or / nor)

What to speak of (gotten / getting) first class, Asim will not
even pass the forthcoming exam.

What to speak ......... delivering speech, Mr.Sharma can't even
talk properly. (of / on)
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Unit – 16

     Sentences for Shopping
& Marketing

This bedstead is selling at throw-away price. I would like to
buy it.

Before purchasing we went to the Big-Bazar for window
shopping.

I have grown out of some of my garments. I've to buy some
dresses of trendy fashion before the forthcoming puja vacation.

This poetry book is a selling sensation. This book has been
awarded last month for Man Booker Award from United
Kingdon.

Do not buy goods on credit. Sellers then don't give good
stuff.

Do you also accept cheques and credit cards? I have no
hard cash with me.

This shoe pinches me at the back. You rather change this
pair.

You have to go to the Shopping Mall, if you wish to
purchase everything from one place under the roof.

Call at the grocer's on your way. Bring one Kilogram of
onion from there.

This imported cloth is enough for making a pant ; you rather
take my measurements.
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How far is the Big-Bazar from here,Uncle? Could I have
some fresh stuffs there?

Take the reasonable rate, the amount you're asking for is too
much. Many things remain to be bought yet from you.

All varities of gift items are available at this shop ; but
because of the strike it is closed today.

How much would you charge for this Titan watch? Watches
of this design find a ready sale.

EXERCISE – 11.

Get the umbrella (repaired / repairing) before the rainy
season sets in.

The baby is (to / too) small to talk coherently.

I'm so timid and faint-hearted (than / that) I cannot even climb
a small tree.

.............. a person than the Prime Minister of India delivered
the speech for the nation. (Unless / No less)

Unit – 17

Sentences Relating Studies

A lover of books is never alone ; a good book provides us
pleasure and happiness along with knowledge.

Daily newspaper should be gone through for acquiring news
and knowledge. Which daily newspapers do you go through?

I know your annual exam will be in the coming March. How
are you getting on with your studies?

I've acquired the habit of reading books since my early
childhood. Books are my best friends.

I do not have any spare book to give you. Rather you contact
with the library department.
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The boy often used to go to see movie by playing truant.
That is why he didn't pass in the examination.

Besides books prescribed for college syllabus, the girl is used
to read some magazines also. She has a very keen interest in
stories and novels.

My daughter is very weak in Physics. So,she has taken
Chemistry honours.

Soma, why don't you take keen interest in your studies? You
know,if you pass in the Madhyamik Examination, how happy
your parents would be!

Brush up your Geography if you would like to pass. Mind
you will not get good marks answering the questions by guessing.

My final exam is ahead. Why are you babble for
nothing?Hold your tongue, please!

I did apply for leave but the headmaster didn't grant the
leave.

EXERCISE – 12.

(Either / neither) the attending doctor or the nurses are to
blame for this carelessness.

Either you give me the total amount of money (or / nor) lose
the right to possession of this land.

Take good care of your small kid, ....... it should knock to the
floor. (lest / unless)

As far as I recollect, the Headmaster didn't come to the school
the day (after / before) yesterday.

Although she is physically ill, (still / yet) she has been going to
school everyday.

........ time immemorial, man has been trying to become more
civilized. (For / From)

What time (do / does) your husband usually come home back
in the afternoon?

It is ten minutes to four ...... his watch. (at / by)

It is now hard (into / upon) 2 p.m. I shall not go outside in this
scorching heat of sun.

Swapan reached in the city at quarter (at / to) five.

When do you (have / had) your dinner at night?

I shall set out from home in the morning at quarter (present /
past) eight.

Rina's father died ............. his time. (ago / before)

What's the time .......... your wrist-watch, please? (by / in)
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Unit – 18

  Sentences for Colloquial
Expressions

The boy is too precocious, don't keep company with him.

Wives observe various types of vows, those are the parts of
religious rite.

The valuable things fell down with a thump.We couldn't
know who was to blame.

I'm feeling toothache, in the evening I've to go to consult a
Dentist.

The mother of my friend did own and cherish me with affection;if
I can manage time somehow, once again I shall go to their house.

She did stand still for hour after hour. But I couldn't turn up in
time in spite of all my efforts.

I have not even heard his name, not to speak of seeing. Who
has said, he is known to me?

You have been thinking in vain. Every possible efforts are being
made, please have patience for sometime.

He didn't want to make a clean breast of everything. Methinks,
he has got frightened!

Your way of doing things is not liked by me. You're retrenched
from job.

I do not care a brass forthing for you! I don't fear your darting
angry glances.

Why are you gazing on me thus? What is wrong with me?
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Can't your mother see all that happens under her nose? Doesn't
she know, what her daughter is doing?

What god wills is for good. Why are you so uttering a cry of
distress?

He did heave a sigh of relief. Raining and tempest have been
started in the outside.

Having listened the interesting story, we did laugh a horse laugh.
We were seized with cramps in abdomen.

Bhaskar babu has plenty of money and is rolling in wealth, but
he is not fond of doing charity.

Everyon is to keep abreast of the times. Otherwise we have to
face so much inpediments in life ahead.

The boy did beat me right and left, though I didn't misbehave
with him.

I will not go into that danger. Who will risk his head? Who
dares?

The girl has got the husband after her heart. Now they are
setting in domestic life with great pleasure.

Let this ward not pass to others. Please, keep it between
ourselves. People will cry shame on us if you disclose it in public.

I'm not fond of washing dirty linen in public. Let this matter
rest here.

The boy has engaged doggedly in studies to pass in the exam.
I wish him every success in his future life.
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I will stand none of your tricks! Do you think, I don't understand
your drudgery?

My father is over head and ears in debt. Don't know, how we
will get rid of that loan.

My father has not been absent even for a day in office. He is
really an workaholic.

They, two brothers, are engaged often in violent affray. Don't
they have the least feeling of delicacy?

EXERCISE – 13.

My watch gains three minutes .......... 24 hours. (in / by)

Your clock is ten minutes slow, put (on / forward) the minute
hand.

It is close upon 10 (o'clock / p.m.) at night. Now I have to go
home.

Do you know what day ....... the moon it is? (of / in)

Rambabu is punctual (to / by) the minute everyday in office.

Unit – 19

 Framing Wh-Questions

WHAT
What does he want from your mother?

What is your father, Dona?

What is the time when you get ready for going to bed everyday?

What were you doing outside in so late at night?

What places have all of you seen while you were travelling in
Chenni?

WHICH
Which English novel have you read last week?

Which sort of music do you fond of listening...classical vocal
or instrumental?

Which market did you go to in the morning?
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Which is your favourite holiday destination?

Which colour have you choosen to paint your house?

WHO
Who is your favourite football player?

Who do you want to talk with now?

Who is the first boy in your class?

Who of you can solve this problem?

Who has gone to buy tickets for the movie?

Who will help me to get rid of this danger?

WHEN
When did she leave school for home?

When do you get up from bed in every morning?

When did you talk Bijoy regarding this imbroglio?

When will he have finished his duty the day after tomorrow?

When do you usually have your dinner at night?

When will your father come back home from abroad?

HOW
How long did you wait for me in the station?

How is your ailing grand-mother now?

How old is your younger daughter?

How big was the tree fallen in front of you?

How did you beg your pardon to your teacher?

WHERE
Where did you buy these air-tickets from?

Where are you coming from in the full dusk?

Where is the NGO looking for spreading their new project?

NGO
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Where can I get public toilet nearby?

WHY
Why is she coming here now?

Why was he elected the best player of the tournament?

Why are you thinking for nothing?

Why did she forget to ring me up at night?

Why were you rebuking your daughter in the afternoon?

SOME MORE
How come you are doing everything right?

What about he? Does he like playing cricket?

What of it? Yes,my brother had written that controversial
treatise.

How is these going on in broad daylight?

What if the bus is late?

Whence have you come in far into the midday?

What is this chair for?

What if I forget to do that work?

How about you? We are not going however.

Whom are you going with to watch the football match?

EXERCISE – 14.

Don't go out from home at dead ........ night. (in / of)

I shall meet (to / with) you every other day.

We will go out ........... travelling Sunday week. (for / to)

You are already late (by / in) 15 minutes.We have no more
time at hand.

We would've ................. in another minute. (leave / left)

It was raining incessantly in the small (hour / hours) of the
morning.

When does your daughter wake (on / up) from bed in the
morning?

Always make the best use (of / to) your precious time,
which once lost can never be regained.
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Unit – 20

 Small Interogative Sentences

How do you do? When have you come?

What's the matter? Could I know this?

What brings you at my home? Do  you know me?

What's the quarrel about there? Let them make up with each
other.

May I know your name? Who do you want to meet here?

Why is this shop closed? Is today its day off?

Wan't they go there? What are they saying?

What's the menu for lunch? I'm feeling too hungry.

Why do you trouble yourself? Let me do this.

When do you go to sleep? Early or late at night?

How is your family? Is every thing in place?

EXERCISE – 15.

Don't go out from home at dead ........ night. (in / of)

I shall meet (to / with) you every other day.

We will go out ........... travelling Sunday week. (for / to)

You are already late (by / in) 15 minutes.We have no more
time at hand.

We would've ................. in another minute. (leave / left)

It was raining incessantly in the small (hour / hours) of the
morning.

When does your daughter wake (on / up) from bed in the
morning?

Always make the best use (of / to) your precious time, which
once lost can never be regained.

The lady was very beautiful in the prime (of / on) her life.

Instead (of / for) concentrating in his studies, the college-boy
has been sowing his wild oats nowadays.

62 63



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Unit – 21

 Sentences relating Tours
& Travels

Do you know on which station will Mumbai Mail halt next?

When does the Burdwan Local leave in the evening?

Where will you spend your Puja vacation this year?

This front lane is closed several days for repairing.

Get ready, this train will stop here for only a short while.

Is this a direct train to Delhi?

I went to the airport to receive my foreigner friend.

Will they go to school by bus or by foot?

How far is the Howrah railway station from here?

Some of my friends went to the dense forest for hunting deer.

EXERCISE – 16.

The northern sky is overcast with black clouds ; as if it will rain
cats (and / or) dogs.

The rain has not ..... stopped, if you go out you'll be drenched
out and out. (still / yet)

A storm was brewing in the south, now hailstorm has started
all (around / round).

The gentle breeze is blowing all around, we are feeling a (nib
/ nip) in the air.

The biting cold is getting sharper day by day ; methinks, the
city will be in the grip of more cold wave in (no / not) time.

Everything was at (six and seven / sixes and sevens) on
the four sides due to nor-wester in the afternoon.

The tempest tore up large trees .......... the root on the roads.
(by / with)

The storm raged throughout the night, but it was ceased towards
the (little / small) hours of the morning.

The roads were overflowing with heavy downpour ; but I didn't
get (drenching / drenched) because I had an umbrella with me.
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Unit – 22

   Sentences relating Business
Dealings

How much is the cash in your hand? Is it not sufficient for
dealings?

Have you kept the accounts clear of previous month? I don't
like discrepancy in business-related affairs.

My uncle is earning huge amount from import-export business.
Though there are two more share-holders in his company.

Money has running short with me. How much could you spare
for us right now?

My friend has invested some of his money in liquor business.
And he is making a fortune.

Rice has fallen short in the local market. There is no other
course left but to eat bread.

Could you please land me 500 rupees now? I've to make some
advance payments at once.

Why didn't your father send the invoice for the cosmetic goods?
We are having problems in the accounts.

You may invest your money in the Stock Exchange. Why do
you lock up your capital at home?

My friend will wind up his clothing business. It is now-a-days
running at the loss.

Make arrangements for the arrear payments of wages of your
daily labourers. Else,they will incur in debts.
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Prices of essential commodities are soaring high in the market.
Common people are much troubled to maintain their family.

My retail business is rather dull now-a-days. I'm thinking of
borrowing money on the security of ornaments.

EXERCISE – 17.

Last year the peasants had to bear huge loss due to .............
accross the state. (draught / drought)

There was a heavy shower of rain, (yet / still) once again
clouds have accumulated in the sky.

Hot winds are blowing .......... noon, I'm having giddiness and
vertigo. (from / since)

The weather has turned adverse, it has ................thunduring
successively all around. (being / been)

I'm having dull appetite, perhaps my digistive system is not
(worked / working) properly.

Daily exercise ...............with medicines helps the patient for
speedy recovery of the disease. (alone / along)

How long have you been suffering ................ heart disease?
(from / with)

My brother's right leg has ..... fractured falling from the tree.
(get / got)

Unit – 23

     Sentences regarding Love

& Marriage

Some people are the slaves of carnal appetite. Women should
always avoid them.

How long have you been making love with that girl? Now you
can marry her as she is a nubile.

My sweetheart loves me from the inmost recess of her heart.
He is certainly not a frrivolous lover.

I caress my wife every night embressing her with the arms.
She enjoys my hugging and dotage with great satisfaction.
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My brother has doggedly determined to remain unmarried for
ever. Once he did fall into the clutches of an avid coquette.

My friend used to say, he would never marry. Now we are
seeing he is out of his depth of a virgin teenage girl.

Taking marriage portion is a social evil. Because of this dowry
system, many women are to sacrifice their lives in premature time.

Her love was not physical, rather spiritual. She was insane for
the love of God.

My friends sister is planning to take divorce from her lascivious
husband. For her maintaining conjugal relation has been very difficult
with him.

If you alway cut me to the quick, our love affairs will not last
long. How much sacrifice do you want from me for the sake of
love?

Rina has been carrying the torch for her lover since long ago.
Why doesn't that boy dote to her yet.

EXERCISE – 18.

Now-a-days Dr. Sarengi has a large practice, I'm convalescing
gradually (by / under) his treatment.

She may have a relapse of the dyspnoea if not taken care
............properly. (to / of)

I would like to consult ......... experienced doctor. (a / an)

Kalyan babu has been suffering from various chronic diseases,
he is now fed (in / up) with his illness.

Jinia have had sore throat for wetting in rain-water and is
sneezing over and (again / once).

Road closed for repair. Please go by the round-about (root /
route).

Beware of the dogs. Use the calling-bell (fast / first).

(Travelling / travel) without a ticket is a crime. It should not
be encouraged.

Don't ......... your hand out of the running bus. It may always
be dangerous. (keep / put)

(Beware / Be were) of pickpockets. Always take good care
of your valuables.
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Unit – 24

Various Forms of Poetic Usages

Where are ye ( ) going?

She doth (does) love me.

You dost (do) not go there.

Rahim hath (has) a costly digital camera.

I hast (have) some good friends.

She loves thy ( ) very much.

He is calling thee ( ) at once.

Will thou ( ) go to the playground in the afternoon?

Lo!( ) Who is coming?

Whither ( ) are you? Come outside!

I shall not go yonder ( ) in so late at night.

Yeah, ( ) I understand what you say.

Yah! ( ) You want to lay hands on me?

This English grammer book is thine ( ).

I'm waiting for you thence (  ).

Why art (are) you going to school so late?

I've oft ( ) come to your place.

Ahy!( ) We are leaving this house.

You come thyself ( ) to our club.

You should never do this hereafter ( ).

She had no fault hereat ( ).

It is hereby ( ) informed that school will be closed
tomorrow.

There are so many printing mistakes herein ( ) of this
book.

You just try to understand hereto ( ) for the time being.

I know nothing hereof ( ) since inception.

The boys won't (will not) go to school today.

Some new additions are being done hereinafter ( ).

I didn't listen it heretofore ( ).

A biodata has to be given herewith ( ) along with the
application form.

He is honest, tho’ (though) he is poor.

I'm going nowhere ( ).

Come at once hithermost ( ), otherwise you'll fall
down.

Let anyone does come, whoever ( ) wants to come.

Whomsoever ( ) you send, I shall give him the
money.

Who is going thither ( ) so early in the morning?

You will not be able to come hitherto ( ) because
of bad weather.
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Unit – 25

Question Tags &
 Appended Questions

A cat doesn't fly, does it?

We aren't going there, are we?

You can help me, can't you?

They must be punished for that crime, mustn't they?

None of the bread was stale, was it?

I've plenty of time to play, haven't I?

You ought not do this anyway, ought you?

She is not supposed to do it, is she?

Have another cup of coffee, won't you?

Let's have a game of football, shall we?

Please, pass me the book, will you?

Rana can't play cricket, can he?

I'm taller than your brother, aren't I?

She mustn't say this, must she?

A few students knew the answer, didn't they?

I should not say it, should I?

Please, keep silent, won't you?

There were only 2 students present in the class, weren't there?

None of my friends arrived in time, did they?

My daughter will be sixteen on her next birthday, won't she?

You couldn't lend me 50 rupees, could you?

The train does not leave until 9.30, does it?

You shouldn't be angry if they played tomorrow, would you?

Unit – 26

Use of Present, Past and Future
Tenses

       Present Indefinite (Do/does)
Do you go to school everyday?

I do understand your problem.

Does your sister read English newspaper daily?

She does not love her brother.

       Present Continuous (Am/Is/Are)
I am going to my friends house now.

I am waiting here for you.

Is he going to play football now?

She is reading a novel.

We are going to see a new English movie.

Are you preparing for IAS Exam?

       Present Perfect (Have/Has)
Have you got my point, my friend?

I have planned to go to Bolpur the day after tomorrow.

He has told me everything.

Has she started reading her lessons?
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        Present Perfect Continuous
           (Have been/Has been)
We have been playing since afternoon.

Have you been staying tonight with us?

It has been raining since the day before yesterday.

He has been playing cards with his friends.

         Past Indefinite (Did)
Did you go to school yesterday, Sonai?

Why did she come to you in far into the midday?

Did you understand what I said?

We didn't give him that much amount of money.

       Past Continuous (Was/Were)
I was playing cricket in the afternoon.

Was he watching TV news in the evening?

Were you writting an essay for the magazine?

They were talking among themselves.

          Past Perfect (Had)
Had you not gone to the college yesterday?

He had opened the book for reading.

We had not gone there for altercating.

She had finished the task before it started raining

    Past Perfect Continuous (Had been)
We had been planning to go to field after having finished our

studies.

Had you been sleeping yet in the morning?

They had been trying to solve this Mathamatics, but
unfortunately they didn't.

Had she been quarrelling with you for nothing?

       Future Indefinite (Shall/will)
I shall meet you tomorrow in the morning.

Shall we dine out for dinner at night?

Will you go to college tomorrow?

He will wait for us at College Street.

   Future Continuous (Shall be/Will be)
We shall be playing at this time the day after tomorrow.

I shall be sleeping at this time tomorrow.

Will your friends be staying here tonight?

They will be reaching here this afternoon.

   Future Perfect (Shall have/Will have)
I shall have passed class VII by the next year.

We shall have worked here for two years by the end of this
month.

Will they have returned from town by this evening?

How long will you have worked here by the end of the previous
month?
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            Future Perfect Continuous
      (Shall have been/Will have been)
We shall have been setting out tomorrow at this time.

I shall have been playing in the field at this time.

Will the doctor have been examining the patient at this time
tomorrow?

The defence counsel will have beening cross-examining the
opposition party at this time the day after tomorrow.

EXERCISE – 19.
Always keep (by / to) the left while walking on the road.

Keep (of / off) the grass. Poisonous snakes may be there in
the wilderness.

Now make up ............. each other, friends. Settle the matter
amicably. (to / with)

Why are you getting .......... my nerves? Don't you know I'm
very hot-tempered? (off / on)

Why are you (concerning / concerned) about our personal
affairs? You should mend your ways.

He had filed a criminal (shoot / suit) against me. But I was
acquitted in the eye of law.

Gupta babu was accused of rape and murder. He was
sentenced to (two / too) year's rigorous imprisonment.

Our opponent party had appropriated the witness. But the
witness turned hostile though he was (tuitioned / tutored).

The lawers cross-examined all the witnesses (after / later)
they were sworn in.

We should ........... amicably settled the cases. (has / have)

Unit – 27

 Use of Some Auxillary Verbs

MAY

You may succeed in the examination.

She may have finished her work by this time.

My friend may not come this morning.

May I come into the room, Sir?

You may stay here for some times.

May I help you, Madam?

May you live long, my son.

May God bless you.

[ Note : may ]
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CAN

I can do this calculation easily.

Can you play tennis?

We cannot survive without Oxyzen.

My mother can write English very well.

We cannot fly like birds.

[ Note : can-  ]

MIGHT
You might have been injured by falling down.

They might have visited Nicco Park, as yesterday was the
holiday.

She might have passed in the exam, had she studied a little bit
harder.

You might use my shoes.

Might I ask you for some help?

[Note : might ]

COULD

My daughter could not go to college for last few days on account
of her illness.

You could have done this, had you tried your best.

Could you come to my clinic any time today?

Could you please lend me two-hundred rupees?

Could you help us regarding this intricate matter?

[ Note : could-  ]

SHOULD

I should have gone there yesterday.
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All of us should obey our parents.

Should you put a little more milk in my coffee?

I should be very much pleased if you would stay here overnight.

[ Note :  should-  ]

WOULD

My grand-father would walk on the road every morning.

They would sometimes copy from another's answer paper
      during exam.

Would you mind moving a little bit?

Would you like to sing now?

It would have been better, had you done this earlier.

[ Note : 

would-  ]

OUGHT TO

You ought to have known it.

All of us ought to love our yongers.

Ought they not to have taken her permission beforehand?

We ought not to rebuke our offsprings always.

[ Note : should- ought to 

 ]

MUST
We must have to go now.

You must have been inattentive.

I must finish this work before midnight.

All of us must obey the traffic rules.

We must attend the wedding ceremony at night.
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You must have listened the instrumental music of Amjad Ali
Khan.

[ Note : must

 ]

NEED

You need not apply for that post.

She need not have waited so long in the queue.

Do you need any sort of financial support?

Need she go there at once?

He need not trouble himself for nothing.

[ Note : need  ]

DARE

How dare you enter into my room?

They dare not come to our house.

I can dare any obstacle without fear.

My father dared his enemy to a duel.

The students dared not enter into the chamber of the Principal.

[ Note : dare  ]

USED TO

We used to bathe everyday in the pond when we were residing
at our village home.

My daughter used to go to college by auto-rickshaw.

They used to play cards during leisure.

I used to see films in this Cinema-hall when I was a college
student.

[ Note : used

to  ]
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Unit – 28(A)

   English Pronunciation & Phonetics

VOWEL SOUNDS

Vowel sound - pure 
diphthongal - short sound long sound
- simple pure sound 

Pronunciation of Vowels / 

     A
A = (Short Sound) = pure

                        .................ball, fall, tall

A = (Long Sound) = pure

                    .............Carpenter, fathom, rather

A = (Long Sound) = pure

                            .................dance, woman, sat

A = (Long Sound) = pure

                          ................case, face, race

    E
E = (Short Sound) = pure

                         ..................bed, head, leg

EE = (Long Sound) = pure

                        ....................deep, need, seek

     I

I = (Short Sound) = pure

                          ...................fig, give, signature

I = (Long Sound) = Diphthongal

                        ..................blind, grind, high

    O

O = (Short Sound) = Pure

                            .....................goal, mole, soul

O = (Long Sound) = Pure

                        ......................dove, loud, town

OO = (Short Sound) = Pure

                          ........................good, food, stood

OO =  (Lond Sound) = Pure

                        .....................cool, fool, stool

   U

U = (Short Sound) = Pure

                       .................cut, due, dust, full, rule

U = (Long Sound) = Diphthongal

                        .....................duty, flute, universe

   OI

Oi = (Long Sound) = Diphthongal

                                    ...................coil, soil, toil

86 87



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

    OU

Ou = (Long Sound) = Diphthongal

                           .....................loud, cloud, slouch

[ Note : A diphthong is a compound soud having a
combination of two vowel sounds or vowel letters ]

            CONSONANTAL SOUNDS

consonantal sound j ch 
sound -   simple.  j ch   phonology

consonantal diphthongs.

          Pronunciation of Consonants

                         

I.   Dentals – t,d,s,z,n,l,th (in), th (is) consonants

II. Gutturals – k,g,ng - consonants 

III. Labials – b, p, m, f, v, wh, w - consonants 

IV. Palatals – ch, j, r, y, sh, zh- consonants 

           
   1. b.......busket,bound,batch.

             2. ch.......chain,chance,clutch.

              3. d.......pond,fond,shpuld.

    
   4. f.......fall,stuff,wolf.

      5. g.......goal,grid,peg.

       6. h.......host,when,home.

        7. j.......joint,juice,just.

      8. k.......lack,kite,kinsman.

      9. l.......like,imbroglio,lack.

      10. m.......mind,lamp,summer.

       11. n.......chin,sunday,nice.

      12. ng.......bringal,tongue,something.

       13. p.......pulse,point,napkin.

       14. r.......bright,rat,ransom.

      15. s.......seek,seize,soil.

       16. sh.......shallow,shame,ship.

        17. t.......town,doubt,torch.

       18. th (is).......their,then,that.

      19. th(in).......theatre,thesis,thorax.

     20. v.......voice,dove,verse.

       21. w.......weak,west,without.

       22. wh.......where,whisper,white.

       23. y.......yet,year,young.

       24. z.......zeal,zero,zygote.

       25. zh.......leisure,seizure,occasion.
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Unit – 28(B)

   Correct Pronunciation of Some
Important Words

Campaign 

Kneel 

Tongue 

Doubt 

Zenith 

Douche 

Colleague 

Daughter 

Neighbour 

Soldier 

Imbroglio 

Authority 

Budget 

Attitude 

Debt 

Aisle 

Pincette 

Orchestra 

Leopard 

En masse 

Caveat 

Tour 

Adjudicate 

Syncope 

Amateur 

Although 

Corps 

Palliasse 

Ratchet 

Torque 

Island 

Bristle 

Isle 

Ombudsman 

Rapport 

Debris 

Caique 

Demagogue 

Indict 

Malign 

Nymph 

Rendezvous 

Asphyxia 
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Entourage 

Fidget 

Pochette 

Repertoire 

Pneumonia 

Wednesday 

Buffet 

Recipe 

Adjective 

Depot 

Ennui 

Knight 

Rhyme 

Knowledge 

Queue 

System 

Righteous- 

Choir 

Ridge 

Mortgage 

Nought 

Nouveau  riche 

Awry 

Incandesce 

Scion 

Tortoise 

Qualm 

Dichotomy 

Lynx 

Oven 

Gnerl 

Nudge 

Gnaw 

Affair de coeur 

Sachet 

Impasse 

Oyster 

Heresy 

Eunuch 

Entente 

Debut 

Tabouret 

Communique 

Gauche 

Creche 

Shoe 

Marquee 

Apnoea 

Conduit 

Condemn 
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Connoisseur 

Condign 

Lieutenant 

Occasion 

Chaperoh 

Pneumatic 

Dough 

Autochthon 

Truncheon 

Virtue 

Esprit 

Foreign 

Coronach 

Nonchalant 

Sesame 

Wretch 

Natural 

Lagniappe 

Proneur 

Malmsey 

Weigh 

Morgue 

Bludgeon 

Exchequer 

Manoeuvre 

Reciept- 

Accrue  

Whiff  

Moire  

Idiom  

Martyr  

Ideology  

Masquerade  

Champagne  

Autumn  

Chalet  

Brunette  

Chough  

Measure  

Chignon  

Season  

Conjure  

Memoire  

Chiaroscuro  

Enfeoff  

Niche 
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Recherche  

Trachea  

Ceruse 

Demouement  

Abduct  

Diesel  

Accoutre  

Guild  

Caveat  

Mezzanine  

Cayenne  

Tabour  

Honour  

Tracasserie  

Foreign  

Hour  

Mathematics  

Lodge  

Mosque  

Knife  

Colleague  

Perjure  

Smudge  

Ombudsman  

Gendarme  

Severe  

Douceur  

EXERCISE – 20.

The police had taken the boy into custody on a charge of theft.
Later, he was let out on (bell / bail).

Don't eat food (useful / used) on the previous day.

I'm fond of (eaten / eating) common salt with rice.

The milk has turned ....., don't use it during preparing coffee.
(shower / sour)

We shall dine (out / away) tonight. We have planed to have
continental dishes.

What would you like to (eat / drink), tea or coffee?

I've just started to .............. my dinner. (have / had)

Baking bread is not my job, rather I'm straining away the gruel
of rice. (Gruel = Meaning?)

This meat-broth (is / are) under-salted. Please pass the salt.

If I have perforce to go, I shall go tomorrow morning. (Per-
force = Meaning?)
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Unit – 29

 Sentences relating Everyday Affairs

At workplace my brother has finally got what he had long de-
served. Now, he should grab all opportunities and go ahead with
new activities and future plans.

She is feeling restless and getting agitated as her life becomes
too predictable. She need to be able to create a fine balance be-
tween her personal and professional life.

It is a good idea to start afresh with some changes in your
lifestyle and try to get some sound advice for your financial deal-
ings. Enjoy this present time with a fresh dose of increased energy
and vitality.

This new frame of mental state will relieve me from stress and
tension at emotional sphere and it will also refresh me with a possi-
bility of romance with someone special at this time.

They might have to spend quality time focussing on some of
the responsibilities that they will be required to shoulder for the time
being, though they should make an effort to simplify their life.

Hopefully some very exciting and new opportunities are com-
ing my way, for which I must keep my mind open to make the most
of them. Methinks, I may come up with some creative plans with a
possibility of getting some good news.
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Unit – 30

Use of Gerund, Infinitive
and Participle

Various Applications of Gerunds

My mother likes reading English medical journals.

They are thinking of going abroad for a vacation.

Having been vexed, she could not help speaking some harsh
words.

Can’t you never refrain from slandering?

I have heard of his having died from an accident.

We couldn’t help weeping because of listening the death of our
mother.

Ratan has just finished doing the work.

There is every possibility of the boy falling from the tree.

Various Applications of Infinitive

The manager made me sit so long for nothing.

To take liquor everyday is injurious for health.

He saw the thief run away from behind the house.

She could not but consent to my request for dinner.

Manik seems to have forgotten to tell the report.

This is much to be rejoiced as my son has got a job.
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My sister wished to have bought a English fiction from the
local book-store the day before yesterday.

She had rather go to school than stay home.

I hoped to have passed the annual examination.

The train is about to start from the station.

Will you please help me do this work?

Uncle, you had better stay at our home for several days.

Various Applications of Participle

Watching the murder scene, the girl started weeping aloud.

They saw a sinking ship in the ocean.

Speaking roughly, we have spent 15 lac rupees to build the
house.

Being pleased with his request, I did agree to go to his place.

The sun having risen, brightness prevailed on the earth.

Having been informed by my colleague, I left that place forth-
with.

My sister was having her dinner while watching TV at night.

I saw them coming into the house at midnight.

Partha is to keep standing all the time while he travels by crowd-
ing train.
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Unit – 31

Idiomatic Use
of Some Important Prepositions

ABOVE
A big kite is flying above his head.

We have managed to collect above 25 thousand rupees for the
worship of the deity, Goddess Durga, this year.

Our mentalities are above such servility.

ACROSS
People from across the country visit this holy place every year.

 

Our school is situated across the temple.

AFTER
That girl is not after my heart, so I can’t love her.

We entered into the cinema-hall after the show was started.

She is youur bosom friend after all, why are you scolding her
yet?

ABOUT
Now it is about 10 o’clock at night.

About thirty-five-forty students attended the English class.

What do you know about that incident?

AGAINST
Having leaned against a wall, the man was reading the news-

paper.

I don’t want to do against my will.

They have taken woolen-cloths during travelling against the
wave of cold.

ALONG
Huts have been built along both sides of the highway.
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He was walking slowly along the muddy road.

AMIDST
I was continuing my speech amidst great uproar.

Khudiram was brave amidst all impediments.

BEHIND
The rays of sun has disappeared behind the clouds.

He had three years’ job experience behind him.

Who is hiding there behind the wall?

BEFORE
The rain started before 8 o’clock in the morning.

All the accused were brought before the Judge of the Crimi-
nal Court.

She returned back home before us.

BELOW
We dived below the surface of the water in scorching heat.

My daughter has secured below seventy-five in Chemistry.

All students are being requested not to write below this red
line.

The eassy you had written was below the standard.

BY
They will have arrived home by this time tomorrow.

These paintings will be sold by auction at Delhi.

When we were passing by the forest, eventually we did meet a
white tiger.

Beena is more honest than her younger sister by a great deal.
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BEYOND
What you are doing is beyond tolerance.

There is a mosque beyond the high-road.

I will not go out beyond this far into the midday.

BESIDE(S)
My sister is sitting beside me.

She was beside herself with joy when she listened her HS
result.

Besides preactising as a doctor, she also writes poetry in her
spare time.

All of us have lots of things in common besides dance and
music.

FOR
I could not meet with her for want of time.

For what guitly is he being punished?

He did shun his profession of medical practice for joining busi-
ness.

For all that you say, I cann’t love her.

FROM
The tempest is coming from the north-west corner with it’s

rapacious strength.

They can work on their own from now on.

The Chief-minister is now outside from power after long 9
years.

INTO
She entered into the room with a great haste.

I carried on reading late into the night because my exam was
ahead.

My sister didn’t get married until she was well into her thirties.
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OFF
All garments are 20% off for stock clearance sale.

%

My father has got 5 days off next week.

Why hadn’t you shaved off your beard?

OVER
My elder brother was absent in school over three weeks.

The powerful king had the golden crown over his head.

I had told you not to do this over and again.

SINCE
The boy has been suffering since Tuesday last.

Since when have you been playing in the field?

My mother hasn’t eaten anything since breakfast.

THROUGH
I had to pass through several obstacles before my wedlock.

They were working hard through the biting cold all day long.

TOWARDS
This amount of money will go towards a political fund.

The Indian soldiers are heading towards the Pakistani bor-
der.

I’m very kind and sincere towards my neighbour.

UNDER
That very criminal case was under trial in the Highest Court

of the country.

This building is still under construction.

The country is now under President’s Rule.

I shall not sell this sculpture under 30 thousand rupees.
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WITHIN
After so long time, I have got you within my reach.

The ambulance arrived within minutes of the call being made.

Is the nearly railway station within walking distance?

EXERCISE – 21.

My mother is (needing / kneading) the dough ; rather I grind
the spices by this time.

What will you like to eat as short commons? Are you not (still
/ yet) feeling hungry?

Having (pilled / peeled) first cut up the vegetables, then you
have to chop up the meat.

Eating germinating gram and sugarcane-treacle in the morning
is very good for health as they are .............. in vitamins. (reach /
rich)

The water of green-coconut is very cooling for stomach (in /
at) summer.

I know you're a gourmet and it is an exclusive Bengali cuisine.
(Gourmet = Meaning?)

Now dry your hand ............. the towel. (by / upon)

What a glutton you are! After having your dinner, you have
eaten 50 pieces of sweetmeats! (Glutton = Meaning?)

They treated us to a sumptuous lunch and we made a hearty
meal. (sumptuous = Meaning?)

This bedstead is selling at (throw-out / throw-away) price.

Unit – 32

Common Errors
 in English Language

Exercise - I
We cannot live without (not except) water.

I still (not yet) think that what I said was completely right.

The bus is not due yet (not still).

All of us have a need for (not to) money.

Does (not do) he not play football?

The boy came running into (not in) the upper-storey room.

Ajay is a thirteen year (not years) old boy.

I have found the book which (not what) I lost.

The debate was fairly (not rather) well attended by the re-
spected guests.

The debate was rather (not fairly) monotonous and not inter-
esting.

Virtue (not the virtue) is always praised in the society.

I have no other hobby than (not but) that of collecting old coins.

My brother had scarcely reached the school when (not than) it
started raining cats and dogs.

My grand-mother is not used to walking (not to walk) long
distances during her morning walk.

Though she reads much everyday yet (not but) she cannot
achieve good results.

112 113



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Too (not to) much intaking of liquor is harmful to health.

We arrived early in the bus-depot, so that (not so as) we might
get a front seat.

We arrived early in the bus-depot so as (not so that) to get a
front seat.

They had called me before I awoke (not had awaken).

When they went to school they had to (not must) learn

English.

The sooner (not soon) they understood their faults the better.

I was very glad to see (not seeing) that priest.

Sunday is my only day-off (not off-day).

Neither his brother nor (not or) his father told me about that
matter.

He will finish his task in an (not a) hour.

She has reached there very quickly (not quick).

You must wait while (not until) it storms.

These two brothers love each other (not one another).

As long as (not until) he is studious he need not get fright-
ened.

But for (not of) your help, I would’ve fallen into a great ob-
stacle.

Exercise II
They should abide by (not to) the advice of their teachers.

Kashmir is farther (not further) from Kolkata than Agra.

Write your answers in (not with) blue ink having a small mergin

in the left of the sheet.

Would you mind waiting (not to wait) a little bit?

My son was punished by being sent (not sending) to school
without any lunch.

The security asked to see my Identity Card before he let me
into (not in) the office.

She is not used to drinking (not drink) coffee in the hot sum-
mer days.

I can no longer put up with (not of) your arrogance.

May (not can) I come in, Ma’m?

We should not look down upon (not to) street beggars.

Such a thing (not a such thing) has never happened before in
my life.

Unless he tries (not unless he does not try) his best, he will
never succeed in life.

As far as (not as far) I remember, she came here the day
before yesterday.

I shall reach home from Delhi by (not in) next Sunday.

Either you or (not nor) your sister has broken the glass.

The noon-show is about (not still) to start.

I was sitting beside (not besides) them in the Mosque.

Besides (not beside) food, they also gave us some money.

The boys were altercating among (not between) themselves
inside the class-room.

This beautiful neckless is made of (not from) pure gold.

In India we are allowed to cast our vote at (not in) the age of
eighteen.
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I saw that the table-clock had (not has) stopped.

Since (not for) he is studying much, he will certainly pass the
exam.

I shall support him as (not since) he has helped me during my
hard days.

He will not do that crime even if (not though) you give me
much amount of money.

Not but what (not that) she did her best in the examination.

She has been ill for (not since) three weeks.

EXERCISE – 22.

Before purchasing we ............ to the Big-Bazar for window
shopping. (want / went)

I've to buy some dresses of trendy fashion before the
forthcoming puja vacation. (trendy = Meaning?)

Do not buy goods (by / on) credit. Sellers then don't give good
stuff.

Do you also ......... cheques and credit cards? I have no hard
cash with me. (accept / except)

This shoe pinches me ........ the back. You rather change this
pair. (at / from)

You have to go to the Shopping Mall, if you wish to purchase
(allthing / everything) from one place under the roof.

This imported cloth is enough for making a pant ; you ..........
take my measurements. (however / rather)

How (far / for) is the Big-Bazar from here,Uncle? Could I
have some fresh stuffs there?

Unit – 33

                   

Use of Tense-related
Interrogative Sentences

Did you not say such harsh words to your sister?

Was he not playing football in the afternoon?

Will they not apologize to you for that misdeed?

Is he a great saint fit to be respected?

Shall you ever forget those days of nightmare?

Are you planning to go to visit Nicco Park next week?
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Would you mind giving your book for some time?

Have you received my letter in time?

Were they not playing cards in the evening?

Did they not inform the police about the murder forthwith?

Could you lend me 500 rupees for the time being?

May I get a glass of cold water?

Can you speak English fluently and flowlessly?

Should I put a little more sugar in your coffee?

Dare they behave rudely towards my bosom friend?

Does he like to smoke cigarette?

Do you understand what I say?

Need I give him so much amount of money?

Had you not been thinking so much for nothing?

Must you not follow the order of your teacher?

EXERCISE – 23.

Take the reasonable rate, the amount you're asking for is .....
much. (to / too)

Many things remain to be bought (still / yet) from you.

All varities of gift items are available at this shop ; but because
(for / of) the strike it is closed today.

Watches of this design find a ready (sell / sale).
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Unit – 34

    Idiomatic Use of Some Words and
Phrases

Why are you making faces at us? Why, we didn’t do any in-
convenience to you!

We had better not go to her house at all. Once again she may
start quarrelling with us for nothing.

The boy has come dancing at our home. Methinks, he has
passed in the annual exam with good marks.

She could not any longer help crying. Those present there had
given her a sound beating.

He looks as if he knows nothing about this murder mystery.
Why is he behaving as though he is quite blameless?

Time hangs heavy on my hands. Soon I have to manage get-
ting a part time job.

The remark has touched me to the quick. I want to keep speak-
ing terms no more with her.

It seems as if somebody is calling me. Rana, my son, go out-
side and see who is calling.

This trick of hers will be of no avail. The boy has understood
that the girl is acting with him as his sweetheart.

You have resigned from job. You will know now what’s what!
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I shall not spare you if I get any chance. You had left me in the
lurch several times.

Don’t you feel shame making free with another’s money? Have
you no sense of feeling of delicacy?

I cannot bear you any longer. Leave the place this very mo-
ment.

Where is the room for doubt in it? Your brother is a hardcore
criminal and once he was caught red-handed.

My uncle has been suffering in brain cancer since February
last. Nothing short of death can relieve him of his severe pain.

You had tried to hoodwink my sister. Had you taken her for a
fool?

He is but a mere officer. Once I become able to bring his MD
under control.

MD

Mind that this golden opportunity does not slip through our fin-
gers. Taking so much pain we have been able to make him agree.

He is as good as his word. He turmed up in the meeting in
time.

EXERCISE – 24.

A lover of books is never alone ; a good book provides us
pleasure and happiness (alone / along) with knowledge.

Which daily newspapers do you ......... through? (go / went)

How are you getting on .......... your studies? (for / with)

I've acquired the habit of reading books (for / since) my early
childhood. Books are my best friends.

The boy often used to go to see movie (by / for) playing truant.

My daughter is very (week / weak) in Physics. So,she has
taken Chemistry honours.

Mind you will not get good marks answering the questions by
(guess / guessing).
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Unit – 35

     Miscellaneous Expressions
in Common Use

I do not know an iota of it. Where have you known from?

They dragged you into the mire. So I could not help speaking a
word or two against them.

Blessed be your tongue. You’re really my well-wisher.

You have played ducks and drakes with my money. Some day
I shall make things too hot for you.

Would that I had the inkling of it beforehand, I didn’t let her go
to meet that boy.

Don’t kick up a row about that problem. Let me solve the
imbroglio.

We don’t know what is in store for us. We couldn’t pass in the
HS exam even this year.

Your objection did not hold good. The authority did throw away
the scabbard.

The report did spread like wild fire. My uncle was caught red-
handed during taking bribe.

It was all I could do not to laugh seeing the full measure in your
hypocrisy.

Once in a while I take wine. I’m always conscious looking to
my laurels.
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Say, what can I do for you? I’m always ready to go through
fire and water for your sake.

I will stand none of your tricks. Can you say in keeping with
the dictates of your conscience that you didn’t tell lies?

For aught I know, the man was tied to the apron-strings. He
gives everything to his wife for the asking.

I do not care a brass farthing for you. Why are you giving vent
to angry feelings upon me for nothing?

This fact soon has gained currency that our Prime Minister
has been assassinated a few hours ago.

Don’t be cowed by danger. Rather pen a strong letter to the
appropriate authority.

I know the ins and outs of her character. Her very sight makes
my blood boil.

They are trying to knock the bottom of your arguments. Still
why are you keeping the ball rolling?

Why are you burning the midnight oil? Is your examination
ahead?

Can you not brook any delay? Let me listen what they are
saying.

He has become arrogant enough to bring about his own down-
fall. Now his days are numbered here below.

You had tried to put the cart before the horse. Are you pos-
sessed by an evil spirit?
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Mind that we are all ears to what you do. We are no more to
be deluded by your crocodile tears.

There is no love lost between then. Their relation is so hanging
in the balance.

Why are you blaming me thus? I swear in the name of good-
ness that I never did so.

You’re calling me unchaste, but my withers are unrung.

He is putting me off from day to day. How can I get rid of him?

I have not even heard of him, not to speak of seeing. Let it go
at that.

She was biding her time to pay off old scors. There is not a
vestige of truth in this rumour.

I said that in jest, not in earnest. But I fear he will not see me
again.

Having got the hang of your argument, I tried to finish the
work at concert pitch.

May your shadow never grow less. My son, butter your bread
on both sides.

I have lost my love. What else is there to be in life?
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Unit – 36

       Miscellaneous Expressions
 in Special Use

                        Exercise - I
The girl has been leading her wooer by the nose.

The sailor has held on the oar like grim death during tempest in
the mid-ocean.

Why are you making the fur fly with your nose in the air?

Taking it all in all, we did pile on her agony.

That’s flat! Why are you making money thus fly?

Stop your harangue! I am now in the dumps.

My daughter is beside herself with joy having got the new toys.

We had beaten the thief black and blue.

Having listened your jokes, I’m splitting my sides with laugh-
ter.

Go to the dogs. I no longer want to see your face.

She is now an infant in arms. How is she the apple of discord?

Why have you kept your lady-love at arm’s length so long?

For the asking, I gave him 10 thousand rupees.

Why have you come to me in the full dusk?
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For aught I know, she is a very good girl.

Do you have a bee in your bonnet?

Why have you hit me below the belt?

I will go to your place tomorrow. Mind you don’t forget it.

                  Exercise - II

I have loved that girl to the top of my bent.

Why did he go bersark seeing that man?

She did these all for the best.

Your logic is out and out beside the mark.

Did I not do for you to the best of my ability?

Ram was having dyspnoea between whiles since last night.

I was sipping tea bit by bit in the morning.

My father did give a bit of his mind for my misconduct.

We should proceed in life taking the bitter with the sweet.

Why are you talking blasphemy?

Why do you blue your money in this dear market?

My friends come to our house once in a blue moon.
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I loved the girl at the first blush.

The woman is living along with her only son keeping body and
soul together.

The husband of that lady is too fond of the bottle.

I had to bow to his opinion as his comments were out and out
logical.

How have you fallen thus in the strong box?

He called on me above his breath from the roof.

A boy was talking with his sweetheart under his breath.

Some women are fond of wearing the breeches.

                   Exercise - III

Why are you making bricks without straw?

Learn to take the responsibility, why do you try to pass the
buck?

What are you doing in such brown study?

If you take the bull by the horns, you’ll be able to win.

Those who burn the candle at both ends, they will soon be
stricken with adversity.

My daughter is used to burn the midnight oil since her child-
hood.
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Let me have it out, you naughty boy! I shall teach you a good
lesson.

Not but that I am a good fellow, I was pretending thus.

After marriage, my daughter along with her hubby was but-
tering their bread on both sides.

If I have perforce to go, I shall go tomorrow morning.

This big-budget movie is in the can.

Do you have any card up your sleeve?

I did wrong not caring your words a damn.

Why are you looking so care-worn?

No task can be accomplished only on carpet consideration.

How have you been in the cart?

He did put the cart before the horse to imperil my life.

My friend is having the worm of conscience after committing
the crime.

He left home for ever shaking off the dust from him feet.

I’m really happy in my success though I am no great shakes.

How much money had you gotten as marriage portion during
the wedding of your son?

The lady was very beautiful in the prime of her life.
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Don’t invest your hard-earn money hanging by a single thread.

Instead of concentrating in his studies, the college-boy has been
sowing his wild oats nowadays.

They are fighting tooth and nail against the enemy.

For mercy’s sake, please you let me go, I’m like your daughter.

They were having soft nothings sitting inside the garden.

EXERCISE – 25.

Why are you babble for nothing? (Babble = Meaning?)

I did apply for (live / leave) but the headmaster didn't grant
the leave.

The boy is too precocious, don't keep company with him.
(Precocious = Meaning?)

Wives observe various types of vows, those are the parts of
religious (right / rite).

Unit – 37

Use of Phrasal Verbs

Always try to act upon the advice of your teacher.

Why was she asking after your father so eagerly?

We are confident of bearing away the first prize in the tourna-
ment.

Mobile phone has brought forth a new dimension of standard
living.

The opposition political party has called off the 24 hour strike.

My ailing father will come round soon under the treatment of
Dr. Ghosh.
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This black law should be done away with soon in the country.

Try to live falling back upon your earings.

My brother has got through in the exam with good marks.

The Chinese premier gave away prizes to the successful ath-
letes in the Olympic games.

He has given up practising medicine since last year.

India went in for T-20 World Cup Cricket last time.

T-20

A newly married woman is to keep her up with the rest of the
family.

I don’t understand why she looks down upon me.

The hunter made away the tiger with his gun.

Who does want to put up with such arrogance?

I was bound to set aside your request.

The Air-India plane took off from the runway after having the
clear visibility.

I couldn’t work out this knotty problem.

EXERCISE – 26.

The valuable things ......... down with a thump. (fell / fail)

She did stand still for hour after hour. But I couldn't turn (for /
up) in time in spite of all my efforts.

I have not even (hard / heard) his name, not to speak of seeing.

You have been thinking in (vain / vein).
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Unit – 38

Use of Some Important Idioms

A
Nobel-laureate Amartya Sen is a man of letters.

We invited all and sundry to participate in the race.

All at once, the boy fell down from the tree.

The two neighbours are at daggers drawn with each other
for long time.

Everything all around was at sixes and sevens after the storm
was over.

At length, we ended the discussion with a concensus.

B
The condition of the poor of our country is always beggars

description.

The Headmaster did bring to book for the rude behaviour of
that student.

The rising price of all essential commodities is one of the burning
questions today.

We have just got the bird’s-eye view knowledge about the
new city.

I did read the novel between the lines to appreciate the flavour
of all the characters of it.

The use of cellular phones is increasing by leaps and bounds
in India.
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The sages are loved by all by dint of their virtue.

C
The young lady shed crocodile tears at her mother-in-law’s

death.

The police officer was caught red-handed during taking bribe.

Come what may, I will go to school today as our exam is
starting from tomorrow.

I was cut to the quick having listened the death of your fa-
ther.

Spain has carried the day in the last Football World-Cup.

They did not believe my cock and bull story in the least.

Hard-work and dedication are the crying needs for a student
wishing great success in the exam.

D
The common people now-a-days is dead against any type of

bandh.

My uncle died in harness from abdominal cancer.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose did yeoman’s service for the
sake of our beloved country.

Why are you playing such double game with us?

E
All my endeavours have ended in smoke as I couldn’t suc-

ceed in the exam.
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Why do you come here every now and then?

Was not Mother Teresa every inch an Indian?

F
Having felt the situation umbearable, I decided to leave my

native village for good.

Why did you fight shy of your English teacher?

The judge had always been fair and square in his verdicts
throughout his long tenure.

I’m warning you for good and all not to do so.

Bijoy is, as far as I know, far and away the best boy in the
locality.

G
My elder son has gone to the dogs falling into the clutches of

bad boys.

Why did you not get the English poem by heart?

It goes without saying that Mr. Roy is a good Physics teacher.

I had to go through fire and water before getting my first
job.

H
The opposition party inside the State Assembly raised hue and

cry over the new enactment.

He has been moving heaven and earth to qualify for NET
examination.
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Can’t you hold your tongue for some time?

Why are you so hanging in the balance? Try to take a deci-
sion.

There are certain hard and fast rules in this school.

I
Patch-work is going on in full swing of our locality.

Miss Neena is in the good books of her boss.

Is it not an irony of fate that you didn’t get any job yet?

You send me all the ins and outs of the matter by tomorrow
evening.

The advertisements are always taken by the agents of the news-
paper in good faith.

His mobile was picked from the pocket in the twinkle of an
eye.

The police officer requested me to tell the fact in a nutshell.

That Income-Tax officer is fond of having the itching palm.

J
I tried to jog his memory about the age-old incident.

Those who are jack of all trades are master of none.

Why do you jump the queue to take the ration?

Don’t do any blue jokes with elders.
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Why did you give me Judus Kiss?

K
She is to keep late hours often because of her father’s ill-

ness.

All my kith and kin attended the requiem of my dead grand-
father.

I brought my enemies to my knees ahead of final victory.

L
My poor uncle live from hand to mouth.

I am not interested to listen to your lame excuse now.

Why are you thus making yourself a laughing stock of your
friends?

My son left no stone unturned to get the prestigious job.

His elder brother did take the lion’s share of their ancestral
property.

M
I gave my maiden speech in the Science City Auditorium.

She has made up his mind to become a dancer.

The accused did not make a clean breast of his crime before
the court.

N
All her hopes to become a doctor were nipped in the bud as

she couldn’t qualify for MBBS joint entrance exam.

This black act has now become null and void.
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One day I had a narrow escape from being run over by a bus.

O
My friend hit my head on the spur of the moment.

The servant was given an allowance of 500 rupees over and
above his routine salary ahead of Durga Puja.

His uncle is out and out a profligate and fibbing.

All his attempts to get a goal were of no avail in the field.

I request you once and for all to return my money which you
had borrowed last month.

Whether honour killing is good is yet an open question in
the society.

My father is over head and ears in debt for trade depression.

The popularity of the ruling party in India is on the wane.

P
I relied on my friend’s help, but he played me false directly.

Why do you pick a quarrel with your friends for nothing?

Don’t you feel shame to play ducks and drakes with your
father’s hard-earned money?

Chastity is the part and parcel of a virgin girl’s character.

Q
Your insult cut me to the quick during conversation.
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We called his decission in question regarding the divorce.

R
This age-old club is running short of funds.

The rank and file of the locality greeted the new leader cor-
dially.

15-th August is a red-letter day in the Indian history.

I did try to read between the lines of the poem.

S
My wife made me scape goat for all her faults.

Boys raised a storm in the tea cup over their defeat in the
school-match.

My family and the family of my uncle were sworn enemies
for long time.

The mediator spared himself no pains to bring about a con-
sensus between the two rival groups.

Why do you steer clear of me whenever we meet?

T
My doctor warned me time and again not to take alcohol.

The Indian civil society has been fighting tooth and nail against
internal terrorism.

Why are you running to and fro in far into the midday?
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My bosom friend stood by me through thick and thin.

Mr. Rana is, for aught I know, wicked to the backbone.

You had failed in the exam as you turned a deaf ear to my
advice.

Why do you lose your head at the time of danger?

Now I no longer bear any grudge against you.

Having heard the policemen coming, the culprit took to the
heals at once.

Why do you speak ill of others behind their back?

U
If you are to succeed in life, you’ve to be up and doing.

Whether the President of India will forgive the accused is
under consideration.

We are to go through many ups and downs in our life.

V
Terrorism in India is a vexed question at present.

The use of cellular-phone is all the vogue.

Didn’t you feel the still small voice after doing the crime?

W
The new Premier was received by the countrymen with open

arms.

Please send me the why and wherefore of the matter as soon
as possible.
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The present audience cheered the speaker cordially with one
voice.

Will you be with me in weal and woe throughout my life?

Who does not work with an eye to his own interest?

Daily wage-earners are not well-off now-a-days.

Y
We caught fish in the pond by the yard.

Who will come forward to throw off the yoke for the have-
nots?

When did your father yield up the ghost?

M.K.Gandhi did yeoman’s service to our nation.

Z
The Women Reservation Bill was moved in the Lower House

of the Parliament during zero hour.

EXERCISE – 27.
He didn't want to make a clean breast of everything. Methinks,

he has (get / got) frightened!

Your way of doing things is not liked by me. You're retrenched
from job. (Retrench = Meaning?)

I do not care a (brass / brush) farthing for you! I don't fear
your darting angry glances.

Can't your mother see all that happens (by / under) her nose?

Why are you so uttering a cry (of / for) distress?

He did heave a sigh of relief. Raining and ............... have
been started in the outside. (Tempest = Meaning?)

Everyon is to keep (abreast / a breast) of the times. Otherwise
we have to face so much inpediments in life ahead.

The boy did beat me right and left, (though / through) I didn't
misbehave with him.

The girl has got the husband ............ her heart. Now they are
setting in domestic life with great pleasure. (after / for)

People will cry shame on us if you disclose it (in / to) public.

I'm not fond (of / for) washing dirty linen in public.

Do you think, I don't understand your drudgery? (Drudgery =
Meaning?)

My father is over head and ears in (date / debt).

Don't know, how we will get ............ of that loan. (read / rid)
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Unit – 39

     Sentences Expressed in Various
Special Use

Exercise - I

Where are you searching to gather life’s roses?

Why are you so much rough-necked?

I had tried to solve the matter pouring oil on troubled waters.

Learn to live paddling your own canoe.

Why do you always lie in your throat?

I will not take this insult lying down.

Your voice is not delicate. Why are you ploughing the sands
for being a singer?

My octogenarian grand-mother has been ill since several years.
Her number has gone up.

He escaped from accident by the skin of his teeth.

What was your ulterior motives to meet that woman in so late
at night?

He was accused of guilty in the tribunal of public opinion.

How can I get a good riddance from the clutches of that obsti-
nate stickler?

They were hanging in the balance with contending passions.
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My uncle is no long for this world.

I am ready to take the plunge for divorce in the strict sense.

Why are you not pulling out all the stops to get a job?

Hold your jaw! I don’t want to listen from you anything.

There is no love lost between them.

My little daughter was sleeping in the afternoon like a top.

Exercise - II

Why do you frequently visit the lock hospital?

I was out of my wits after being fired from service.

Having Mr. Sen on toast, they caused great harm to him.

I swear in the name of goodness that I never said so.

He bid adieu for ever from here below.

I shall stay with you for ever through fair and foul.

A brilliant student can see through a brick wall.

You need not show this mock-modesty.

She went out from the room shaking the dust off her feet.

Having seen the moral backbone, I did pat him on the back.
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Why are you being as mad as a hatter?

Don’t wash your family’s dirty linen in public.

Why are you thus playing with edgetools?

Having listened your request, I was on the horns of a dilemma.

Don’t you feel shame being dressed in borrowed plumes?

Having heard the train-accident, I had my heart in my boots.

My friend did born under a lucky star.

We should always keep our eyes on the ball to make good our
footing.

Have you been thrown off your balance?

Why are you afraid of your own shadow?

Are you laughing in your sleeves watching my sorrow?

Exercise - III

Always do the needful not letting the grass grow under your
feet.

I was at my wits end in her furtive glance.

My father was cudgeling his brain ahead of my sister’s wed-
ding.

Why do you have so canine appetite for the flesh of women?
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The court did put the saddle on the right horse.

I am tired of listening curtain lecture.

They requested me to draw the curtain over this matter.

As I see it, your love for me is cupboard love.

I did read that English novel with bated breath.

My uncle is a big shot, so he is too big for his boots.

During Durga Puja holidays children wear their best bib and
tucker.

Please don’t stand on ceremony. No need to be formal.

What a hordid sight! The man was murdered in front of me.

I have thrashed him severely.

Are you a raving bonkers?

They have done such gallows humour with me times without
number.

He has made a rod for his own back giving shelter to that
widow.

I have taken decision to wreak vengeance upon my sworn
enemies.

Are they your own flesh and blood?

As I see, you are up to the ears in sorrow. What’s eating you?
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How much money have you taken as marriage portion?

They insulted severely catching me on the hip.

What a nuisance! You’ve come down on the right side of the
fence!

I wish I could go.

How long shall I put up with such insult taking it lying down?

What else is there to be in life?

Let it be what it may, we will swim in the river.

Why are you taking leave of your senses?

Unit – 40

      Miscellaneous Use of Some
Special Expressions

Exercise - I
I didn’t ever see any shrinking violet like you.

Who can refute the eternal verities having got the better of his
destiny?

I do not know an iota of this matter.

Have the goodness to come to my place, please.

Sooth to say, the sister of my friend is fond of playing goose-
berry.

At last you have to eat humble pie!
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Why do you waste your time reading such dime novels?

My uncle is used to get out of bed on the wrong side everyday.

He is putting me off, to all intents and purposes, from day to
day.

Everyone is compelled to have a head like a sieve during de-
crepitude.

The troops from accross the border at last did haul down their
colours.

I never saw any God’s epe like him.

We pulled the chestnuts out of the fire during his danger at
concert pitch.

He did fly off the handle not having got the hang of my argu-
ment.

Everyone is busy to take care of number one.

Why had you shown your son the door?

One of our neighbours is a dope fiend and a villain of the deep-
est dye.

This trick of theirs will be of no avail.

My friend’s intoxication has not yet passed away.

Exercise - II

We had to give some key money to the broker.
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The little girl did bit her tongue in shame.

I did pop the question to my friend’s sister.

I dare say, Mr. Ghosh is a man of pleasure.

They were thinking of working out their own salvation.

The conciliation board tried their best for the restitution of con-
jugal rights.

He is trying to regain his nerves.

The young lady is eating her heart out after the death of her
husband.

Why have you kept me guessing about the matter.

He tried me to talk through his hat.

A word more and I have done.

If you do this, misfortune may overtake you.

I have not even heard of him, not to speak of seeing.

The tournament was started going off at half cock.

Who are to blame behind the scenes?

The owner of the press sent me packing from the service.
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Why are you fanning the flame in the altercation?

Why are you leading the boy by the nose for nothing?

The Delhi authority is working against the clock ahead of Com-
monwealth Games.

Do you want to live hanging on my sleeves?

Exercise - III

My husband left me in the lurch having taken monastic vow.

They dragged you into the mire.

Your objection did not hold good.

Some people are used to go to nightclub to warm the cockles
of their heart.

I do not care a straw for anybody.

Your son has gone to the rack and ruin falling into the clutches
of bad boys.

If I am spared, I shall move heaven and earth for your cause.

Why did you play thus fast and loose?

They are at loggerheads with each other.

He was as drunk as a sow.

Everyone should always look to his laurels.
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We did bid the guests welcome at our home.

The officer led me a pretty dance to get the job done.

But for your help, he would’ve failed in the exam.

They tried to work the oracle but failed.

I have so much war to the knife with him.

The troops were compelled to make good their retreat from
the battle-field.

He has only nodding acquaintance with me.

Why are you giving vent to angry feelings upon me for noth-
ing?

The thief did leap over a ditch with my mobile.

Who will win in the war of nerves at the fever pitch?

I have nothing to say for myself in this regard.

He is trying to square the circle in the forthcoming IAS exam.

They made my blood run cold kidnapping my daughter.

Students are used to burn with passion ahead of their result
out.

The news spread like wild fire.

I am struck with wonder at your ignorance.
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We did queer their pitch by getting pyrrhic victory.

To solve a knotty problem is not as easy as winking.

EXERCISE – 28.

My father has not been absent even for a day in office. He is
really an workaholic. (Workaholic = Meaning?)

They, two brothers, are engaged often in violent affray. (Affray
= Meaning?)

Don't they have the ........... feeling of delicacy? (list / least)

What is the time when you (get / got) ready for going to bed
everyday?

What were you doing outside in so (let / late) at night?

What places have all of you seen (when / while) you were
travelling in Chenni?

Which English novel have you read last (weak / week)?

Which market did you (go / went) to in the morning?

Which is your favourite (holiday / holyday) destination?

Who will help me to get rid of this danger? (Get rid of =
Meaning?)

When do you get (on / up) from bed in every morning?

When did you talk Bijoy regarding this imbroglio? (Imbroglio
=  Meaning?)

Unit – 41

       Expressions for Some
Colloquial Use

He is consumed by ravenous appetite, he didn’t eat anything
since yesterday.

He was given a good licking. Rightly served!

The housewife beat the servant with a broomstick, he is a stock
of the devil.

They came to me with high hopes, but I pointed the thumb at
them.

May it please Your Honour, I am quite innocent of this.
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She is rolling in wealth, that is why she is running through money
with open hands.

So the rumour goes that the girl is a woman of the streets.

The man does lead a carefree life of ease, comfort and indo-
lence. He is always busy with nothing.

The girl has become impudent as a result of over-indulgence.
Many complained me against her.

People are coming out swarmingly. What has happened there?

He comes to our home once in a blue moon. Really has he no
time at hand?

This thing finds a ready market. What the days of hard times!

Why are you receiving blows for nothing? Try to do something
in life.

Having seen me he was violently shaking with fear. And his
face is swollen with glumness.

Why should you poke your nose into my affairs? You rather toil
hard for your living.

The remour is afloat that the house-wife has run away with
her paramour.

What’s up? Why was he carrying himself with a lofty air upon
his father?

Unlock your heart. Why do you hesitate?

What a lot of things they saw there. Had I gone, I would’ve
seen those.
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Those who have attained majority will be given permission to
see the film.

You should’ve thought beforehand. How will you grapple with
the coming difficulties?

One day all of us will sink into the abyss of eternity being the
victim of death.

As the fan is in full swing, I am feeling cold.

It is he who is pulling the wires from behind. Be on your guard
of him.

Death has overtaken you. Why are you sowing the seeds of
dissension in another’s family?

EXERCISE – 29.
How did you (beg / bag) your pardon to your teacher?

Where are you coming from in the (fool / full) dusk?

Where is the NGO looking for spreading ............. new project?
(there / their)

Why were you rebuking your daughter in the afternoon?
Rebuke = Meaning?)

How (come / came) you are doing everything right?

Whence have you come in (far / for) into the midday?

Will they go to school by bus or (by / on) foot?

How far is the Howrah railway station from (hair / here)?

Some of my friends went to the dense forest for hunting (dear
/ deer).

I don't like discrepancy in business-related affairs.
(Discrepancy = Meaning?)

Money has running (sort / short) with me. How much could
you spare for us right now?

Rice has fallen short in the local market. There is no other
course ............ but to eat bread. (left / right)

Why didn't your father send the invoice for the cosmetic goods?
(Invoice = Meaning?)

You may invest your money in the Stock Exchange. Why do
you lock (for / up) your capital at home?

My friend will wind up his clothing business. It is now-a-days
running at the (lose / loss).

Make arrangements for the arrear payments of wages of your
daily labourers. Else,they will incur in (dates / debts).

I'm thinking of borrowing money on the security (for / of)
ornaments.

How long have you been making love with that girl? Now you
can marry her as she is a nubile. (Nubile = Meaning?)

She enjoys my hugging and dotage with great satisfaction.
(Dotage = Meaning?)
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Unit  – 42

Framing Sentences
with Various Parts of Speech

I.   COMMON NOUNS AND ARTICLES

The lion is a beast of prey.

A rose is a very beautiful flower.

Friday is the fifth day of the week.

An owl is a peculiar bird having fond of living in darkness.

II.  PROPER NOUNS AND ARTICLES

The Bible is the holy scripture of the Christians.

Kolkata is the capital of West Bengal.

The Taj Mahal is a wonderful piece of creative architecture.

She had a very bad menstrual pain this morning.

The Rajdhani Express steamed out of the Howrah Station at
11.30 p.m.

III.  COLLECTIVE NOUNS AND ARTICLES

There was a large audience in the Brigade Parade Ground
to listen the speech of our Chief Minister.

The cattle are eating grass in the field.

A pack of hounds ran after a deer in the forest.

IV.    ABSTRACT NOUNS AND ARTICLES

An erudite prefers honour to wealth.

Honestly is always the best policy.

Unity is strength in every age.

V.   MATERIAL NOUNS AND ARTICLES

Copper is one of the useful matels.

Oil is never soluble in water.

The water of the Ka’ba-Jamjam is very sacred to the pious
Muslims.

Rice is now selling at 35 rupees per Kilogram.

                                  *    *    *

I.   PERSONAL  PRONOUNS

Do you know what she is doing now?

How dare you refuse my proposal?

When will they go to the field for playing football?

Was he not a famous Indian Cricketer?

It was you who was to blame.

Who is it calling from the behind?

II.   DEMONSTRATIVE  PRONOUNS

Those were the golden times for Indians.

This is our English-teacher who has joined newly.

I should not expect a better result than this.

The streets of Delhi are as busy as those of Kolkata.
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III.  REFLEXIVE  PRONOUNS

I shall manage the problems myself.

Why did she kill herself?

They looked at themselves in great fear.

The street beggar was grumbling in an undertone to himself.

IV.   POSSESIVE  PRONOUNS

She is a good friend of mine.

Is it your own car?

My watch is costlier than yours.

Our house is being painted.

V.    INTERROGATIVE  PRONOUNS

Which of the four pens do you like?

Who does not love his own country?

Whom did you want to talk with?

What did she do it for?

VI.   EMPHATIC PRONOUNS

She herself is responsible for the failure.

We ourselves shall try to solve the problem.

They themselves admitted their crime.

VII.  RECIPROCAL  PRONOUNS

We know each other since long ago.

The two sisters ofter quarrel with each other for nothing.

We are to help one another to live in the society.

The residents of this locality always help one another.

Harun and Tina have not brought their practical note-books.

Either Nisha or Mala has to lend me her English Grammer
book.

VIII.   INDEFINITE  PRONOUNS

None of them turned up in due time.

One should always respect one’s parents.

Everybody is unhappy with his fate in life.

Many saw the thief running out of breath.

Anyone can solve this Mathematics if he does try attentively.

Some say that God helps those who help themselves.

IX.   DISTRIBUTIVE  PRONOUNS

Neither of the two boys is honest and hardworking.

Each of the girls has bought a cinema-ticket.

He can purchase either of the two books.

Everyone of them will take my advice.

X.   RELATIVE  PRONOUNS

There are few people but love flowers.

How do you know what he will give?

This is the vegabond that we saw the day before yesterday.

The cows which are healthy will be slaughtered.

All those who made obeisance to me are  my disciples.

This is the same painting that we decided to buy.

                                     *    *    *
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I.   DESCRIPTIVE  ADJECTIVES

We like to buy some garments made of Egyptian cotton.

Samuel Hahnemann was a famous German Homoeopath
who was also the founder of the system.

There is a green field in front of our house.

I have to purchase a new pair of shoes.

Cleaning our teeth is a regular task.

II.   NUMERICAL  ADJECTIVES

The third Saturday of the month is our holiday.

Most girls of class Nine made this same mistake.

There is no sculpture in this gallary.

Few party-members came to attend the meeting.

III.   INTERROGATIVE  ADJECTIVES

Which English Grammer book do you want?

What kind of behaviour of hers is this?

Whose address do you want from me?

IV.   DEMONSTRATIVE  ADJECTIVES

These books are full of blunder mistakes.

Why are you in such a hurry?

This is the same mobile-phone that he gave me.

Those two horses are eating grass in the front field.

V.   POSSESIVE  ADJECTIVES

My country is great because of it’s diversity.

That is our garden where we cultivate flowers.

These are their books which were bought from Oxford Book
Store, Park Street.

VI.   DISTRIBUTIVE  ADJECTIVES

Neither of the two leaders was present in the meeting.

She does come to our house every morning.

Each participant was given a good prize.

There are swamps on either side of the road.

VII.  EMPHATIC  ADJECTIVES

Mind your own business.

This is the very book she wanted to buy.

I witnessed the murder with my own eyes.

VIII.  RELATIVE  ADJECTIVES

They ate what sweetmeats they could.

You took initiative at heart, which fact helped me get out from
that danger.

An Argentine mid-filder saw the red-card, which fact helped
the victory of Spain.

IX.  COMPARATIVE  ADJECTIVES

Rice is costlier than bread now-a-days.

The leopard is more ferocious than all other wild beasts of
prey.

Paromita is the wiser of the three girls.
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Kashmir is farther than Delhi from Kolkata.

*    *    *

I.  INDICATIVE  ADVERBS

When does your daughter go to school everyday?

Wherein have you put the golden wrist-watch?

This is just the way how we can solve the problem.

Does she know the reason why Rita fights shy of me?

II.  NUMERICAL  ADVERBS

She often meets me in a park.

I didn’t sit in WBCS exam even for once.

My brother seldom goes to college.

He is doing the same mistake repeatedly.

Why did your sister come to our house again today?

III.  INDEPENDENT  ADVERBS

We have been trying to live honestly.

My father left for Siliguri the day before yesterday.

Hence it is certain that she told us lies.

That is why I did beat him black and blue.

She will surely pass if she does try hard.

IV.  EMPHATIC  ADVERBS

Only your brother took advice from me.

They also went to Delhi a few days ago.

Thank you too for your kind help.

V.   ACCUSATIVE  ADVERBS

The troops advanced four miles from the base-camp.

This pen is worth a two-hundred rupees.

The war of nerves between as lasted three months.

I had to walk half kilometres to reach there in time.

VI.   POSITIONAL  ADVERBS

My daughter knows English well.

They are to come to my place next week.

She has never seen a meteor.

The Shantiniketan Express has left for Bolpur just now.

VII.   ATTRIBUTIVE  ADVERBS

We are fully agreed with the decision.

I look down upon her only because she is a street-woman.

They are keenly interested to see the movie.

Every mother almost always try to protect her offspring from
danger.

VIII.  PREDICATIVE  ADVERBS

Salim is aware of his own behaviour.

The tiger was caught alive from the forest.

My uncle is away from home since Sunday last.

The two girls are much alike as I see.

Your sister will be better soon as a good doctor is attending
her.

*    *    *
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I.  SIMPLE  PREPOSITIONS

Meghdoot was written by Kalidas.

My sister will come day after tomorrow from her father-in-
law’s house.

She is going with me to see that English film.

I have been suffering from fever since Monday last.

II.  COMPOUND  PREPOSITIONS

The furious mob was running behind a thief.

Our house is visible beyond the lake.

Besides golf, my father is fond of playing cards.

We take nothing but tea and biscuits in the evening.

He came back home between noon and afternoon.

III.  DOUBLE  PREPOSITIONS

My sister entered into the room in a hurry.

The president was elected from among the members present.

The troops came out from under the ground.

IV.   PHRASAL  PREPOSITIONS

He has choosen Physics instead of Biology.

You got the job by dint of your hard-work.

She could not come to the school owing to her mother’s illness.

In spite of my repeated warnings, they went to sail in the sea.

V.   DISGUISED  PREPOSITIONS

She had to write the letter afresh.

It is now 7 o’clock by our wall-clock.

Nasir is used to go to his village home once a month.

Fishing-hooks sell two pieces a rupee.

VI.   PARTICIPLE  PREPOSITIONS

The Grand Trunk Road runs past the village.

Considering the quality of the cotton, the price of that shirt is
not too high.

Chicken-pox is prevelant during Spring season.

Regarding your request, I regret to say that I’ve nothing to do
for you.

The class-teacher scolded her for clamour, notwithstanding her
refusal.

VII.  GERUNDIAL  PREPOSITIONS

They are addicted of playing cards.

We have decided on visiting Kashmir next week.

The teacher did forbear from speaking ill of his students.

All of us understand the necessity of helping the poor and down-
trodden.

My sister is very fond of reading English fiction.

Are you eligible for holding any respectable post?

I am averse to eating sea-fishes.

*     *    *

I.    ALTERNATIVE  CONJUNCTIONS

Read attentively, else you will fail in the exam.

Either my friend or I can attend the seminer.

Bikash is neither honest nor courteous.
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Hurry up, or we will miss the train.

You try to go – otherwise, I’ve to go there.

II.   CUMULATIVE  CONJUNCTIONS

I, as well as my friends, was invited to the party at night.

She not only loves that man but also loves his wealth.

We should both love and respect our parents.

Sonia, no less than her mother, is a beautiful woman.

III.   ADVERSATIVE  CONJUNCTIONS

Ashok tried his best, but couldn’t succeed unfortunately.

I did not give up hopes, on the contrary, I did combat for pyrric
victory.

All of them forbade me, nevertheless, I went into the danger.

She studied so well, yet she didn’t pass in the annual exam.

We requested him so much, still he didn’t pay heed to our words.

The officers are working sitting inside the AC rooms, whereas,
the farmers are bound to work under the scorching heat of sun.

IV.    SUBORDINATE  CONJUNCTIONS

Students like our English teacher very much since he is hon-
est and friendly.

You must wait here until I come back from the market.

They will not get the job unless they are not properly trained.

Ask her whether she will go to school the day after tomorrow.

Although it was raining, we did not unfold the umbrella.

They left home as soon as I reached there.

He was allowed to stay in the classroom provided he would
not make noise.

V.    ILLATIVE  CONJUNCTIONS

The boy is of bad character, therefore, she should not speak
with him.

The day is sultry today, for, the relative humidity is maximum.

He is a hardcore criminal, so, he can not love others.

They have not come yet, what should we do now?

EXERCISE – 30.

Once he did fall into the clutches of an avid coquette. (Avid =
Meaning?)

Because of this dowry system, many (woman / women) are
to sacrifice their lives in premature time.

Her love was not physical, (rather / whether) spiritual. She
was insane for the love of God.

My friends sister is planning to take divorce from her lascivious
husband. (Lascivious = Meaning?)

How much sacrifice (have / do) you want from me for the
sake of love?

Rina has been carrying the torch for her lover .......... long ago.
(for / since)

I may come up with some creative plans with a possibility of
getting some good news. (Come up with = Meaning?)

They are thinking of going abroad (for / to) a vacation.

Having been vexed, she could not help (spoken / speaking)
some harsh words.

194 195



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Unit – 43

Precise Use
of Some Miscellaneous Expressions

Why, you had won by shouting others down! Now you are
talking grandiloquently.

Not even one’s sire has the grit to make me agree, not to speak
of a humble man like you!

I became dumbfounded looking the situation aghast ; then I
showed a clean pair of heels.

You can try, but it is not easy to win me over.

The edge of the knife has been turned ; that is not worth using.

I make my mouth water if I see the tamarind pickle ; then I fall
into the temptation.

Why do you make biting insinuations to your sister-in-law? Is
she not your own people? Why do you discriminate between self
and others?

Why are you making faces at me without reason? Have I done
any great harm to you?

Have you the face to go there once again? Don’t you have any
sense of disgrace?

I do not understand even a syllable of your words. Why are
you giving yourself airs with me?
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You can turn out fairly well if you try. Get set to work with firm
determination.

Why should you poke your nose into my affairs? Go and paddle
your own canoe.

My hands are full. So, you had better not stay here.

Please, pop in and see me on your way back. My days are
numbered ; I want to see you once.

Being exhausted he did plump down on the floor. Then I cast a
gracious look at him.

She is chewing meat audibly ; methinks, she did feel too hun-
gry.

It is no good to cherish hatred in the heart ; in it you have your
mind embittered more.

I have no respite, will I be at the beck and call of you?

Sarika’s skin is of very bright complexion, the bridegroom’s
party had a liking for her.

We need to mince him no words; else, he will go beyond the
limit.

Do not, for the love of me, go away – are you off your head?

Steal away honourably ; otherwise, you will be subject to utter
humiliation.

He made the best use of an opportunity ; so he is nowadays
squandering money with open hands.
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As you had accepted bribe, you should’ve done the job. How
long shall I toil hard for a living?

How much you call my names, I am inured to it.

Why do you look blank at me? Don’t you see, I cried myself
hoarse.

How come you turn up the nose to him in contempt? Why, his
malady is no longer infectious!

I’m sick of sitting idle. Yet, hang such a job!

He is the black sheep of the family. So, he disinherited by my
father.

EXERCISE – 31.

Can’t you never refrain from slandering? (Slandering = Mean-
ing?)

I have heard of his having (dead / died) from an accident.

We couldn’t help .................. because of listening the death
of our mother. (weep / weeping)

Ratan has just finished (done / doing) the work.

There is (all / every) possibility of the boy falling from the
tree.

The manager made me (sit / seat) so long for nothing.

......... take liquor everyday is injurious for health. (To / Too)

He saw the thief run (away / over) from behind the house.

She could not (but / yet) consent to my request for dinner.

Manik ............ to have forgotten to tell the report. (seem /
seems)

My sister wished to ............ bought a English fiction from the
local book-store the day before yesterday. (have / has)

She had rather go to school ............. stay home. (but / than)

I hoped to have ............... the annual examination. (passing /
passed)

The train is ............... to start from the station. (about / still)

Will you please help me ........... this work? (do / doing)

Uncle, you had better (stay / stayed) at our home for several
days.

This is much to be rejoiced (as / since) my son has got a job.
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Unit  – 44

 English Rendering of
Idiomatic Expressions

EXERCISE - I

Lawyers earn in a learned profession.

I have nothing to do with any of your matter.

Never deviate from your promise.

My sister is to come to-night.

The marriage of my brother is being talked of.

I cannot hear you for hue and cry.

He hoodwinked me with the snare of words.

Are you so giving me assurance?

All of us should obey our parents.

Do you think it an easy affair?

The girl is quite without shame.

Why are you winking the eyes?

You are casting angry glances to me for nothing.
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Can’t you see all that happen’s under your nose?

Keep the boy under close observation.

What inkling have you done making a sign with the eye?

The thief ran away throwing dust in the eye of us.

Have you become envious seeing my success?

Don’t cast an evil eye on my kid!

She is doing so many misdeed out of my sight.

Why, you’re displaying your gift of the gab!

I had tried heart and soul to finish the work.

Her mental anguish will never be extinguished.

I felt uneasy in mind for you.

Don’t cherish the anger in the heart.

I shall not be able to ingratiate myself with you.

Why do you vent your spleen upon me for nothing?

The girl is out and out after my heart.

Are you the man after my liking?
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I do not find interest in anything.

He will never win my goodwill.

Pay heed to studies ahead of exams.

I’ve taken a fancy to the girl.

Are you saying this from the bottom of your heart?

What is your heart’s pang?

I became flabbergasted seeing the mental courage of the gentle-
man.

Why are you straining your relations with her?

Methinks, you know nothing regarding this matter.

I’m having my mind embittered against you.

EXERCISE - II

I do not have breathing-space all day long.

Wind the watch every morning

He died by suffocation in the multitude.

My sister is fond of eating potatoes boiled and seasoned.

He was panting hard running quickly.

Have a respite and then keep saying.
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My wife is watching TV lying in a spring-mattress.

The patch-work is being done in full swing.

I’m having difficulty in breathing for asthamatic trouble.

I didn’t unable to make head or tail of your word.

My brother has no brain for Mathematics.

I hanged down my head in shame.

Are you off your head?

I have earned this money toiling untiringly.

I have no place to lay my head in anywhere.

Don’t be in a temper for nothing.

Keep talking cooling down your anger.

You, I see, have gone beyond the limit!

Try to strive to think out for solving the Maths.

How much money will be given per capita?

Rack your brains and see, you’ve done it.

I’ve never seen a mad-cap like you.

You don’t know it, a dull-headed!
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I’m not ready to bend my head to you.

Why is the crown of your head hot?

Do not, for the love of me, go away to-night.

The girl felt extremely ashamed.

Try to solve the matter cugeling your brain.

Why are you thus spoiling the boy by indulgence?

Try to live holding your head high having a defiant attitude.

Have you thought I shall enslave myself to you?

Don’t try to confound me.

I did fly into a towering rage seeing the man.

Is the matter now comprehensible to you?

Do you have no guardian?

I accepted his advice tamely.

Why have you spoilt my cat-nap sleep?

Are you of so immature sense?

The girl is all along weak in Mathematics.

Don’t make your kid bath in cold water.
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The woman is in her early trimester of pregnancy.

My father earns cash money from his business?

Which raw materials are needed to make this good?

Could you please give me a provisional receipt?

All of us stay hale and hearty in the young age.

My daughter is fond of eating the round-sweetmeat made of
posset.

The thief has been caught red-handed.

He should not set his hands to this task.

You need to learn this job first-hand.

You are my last resource.

Does he want to subdue me not by beating but by starving?

At last I have 500 rupees in my hand.

Will you be able to win him over?

My father gives me 200 rupees as my pocket-money.

How dare you lay hands on me!

She did beckon me to come out from the class.

Don’t throw away your fortune thus.
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Has the boy a pilfering habit?

Can’t you give up the habit of wringing your hand!

Is this job under your disposal?

Friends, please quicken the pace of work.

From words they came to blows scuffling with the hands.

The police handcuffed the accused.

How can you accomplish a stupendous task by humble means?

Can you say the pseudonym of Rabindranath Tegore?

You, methinks,will drag my reputation in the mire.

Please, set 100 rupees to the credit of my name.

He has earned fame in music.

Do I need myself enrolled?

He withdrew his name from the contest.

What are you circulating your fame for?

The boy has taken admission committing forgery by conceal-
ing his name and assuming a false one.

Hello! What is your nickname?
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They have been doing devotional recitation of the name of their
idol.

He has earned fame and influence in practising Medicine.

Exercise - III

My uncle has given up smoking cigarette.

The boy kissed the girl behind the bush.

My mother is used to chew betel-roll at night.

Being reprimanded, the girl was weeping.

No one has the power to sack me from job.

Have you taken your breakfast in the morning?

He has eaten up all the Rosogollas.

Is he used to take tea in the afternoon?

Why are you thus spoiling your son?

He is a gourmet, a voracious eater.

How much money did he take as bribe?

Eat and drink well, your health will be better.

She hardly comes to our house.
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I know him a man of substance.

He is from a noble family.

Mr. Suxena is an eminent pleader.

The more one has, the more one demands.

Don’t send the boy back disappointed as he has come with
high hopes.

The day after tomorrow is our Chrismas holiday.

I can give you 5000 rupees at the utmost.

He has taken responsibility to make the orphan-girl flourish.

I’m passing through terribly hard times.

My grand-father had a magnanimous heart with an optimistic
outlook.

He seems to be of an aristocratic family.

Why are you used to lick other’s boots?

He has stepped out for unknown.

Why are you leading the carefree life of ease and indolence?

I had to get hindrance at every step.

Why are you persuing me?

Walk swifty, else we will not be able to catch the train.
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She was not promoted in the higher class last year.

My daughter is attacked with ophthalmia.

He is bringing green-coconut down having climbed the coco-
nut-tree.

She is vomiting blood from mouth.

We are to stand up while the class-teacher comes into.

Those boys got into the carriage leaping.

EXERCISE - IV

Hello! Why do you look morose and unhappy?

What did you trample the flowers under foot for?

Don’t drive me out, I’m falling at your feet in supplication.

Please, look me upon with your favour.

I entered into her room on tip-toe.

Will this red ink-spot wash out?

Make your best endeavour engaging doggedly, you’ll surely
get that job.

His garment business has wound up.

The colour of the shirt has gone off.
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Never let your tongue run calling bad names.

What cheek, you’re very cheeky !

Why did you sneer having seen him?

Your daughter dragged you into the mire.

Speak her out about your love opening the mind.

Why did you scold me without cause?

The girls were laughing in their sleeves.

Why are you making faces at him thus?

Beware! Keep a civil tongue in your head!

Have you the face to go there?

He fell prostrate into the mud.

How will you appear in public after being insulted thus?

After having you dinner, rinse your mouth.

Why are you sitting all day long making your face pale?

The cut of my daughter’s face is like mine.

I have my mouth watering while seeing pickles.

The girl is of tongue-tied nature.
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I said that word to the slip off my tongue.

Try to make the verbal reply.

Why are you sitting with clear sign of discomfiture and abashed
look?

Having eaten much sweetmeats, I’m striken with nausea.

You have gained flesh in last several months.

Where did you make yourself scarce so long?

Why are you so used to pick a quarrel?

A shiver ran through me seeing the murder scene.

Why do you vent your spleen upon me?

How much insult have I to tolerate ungrudgingly?

I’ve tried to scrape acquaintance with the girl.

I didn’t pay heed to his insult.

Do sweat and drudge, your body-fat will be reduced.

You ordered this by brute force.

Fondle the little kid gently.

How long thus will you move about avoiding toil and responsi-
bility?
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All the teeth of my grand-mother have fallen out.

How long will you suffer oppression without retaliation?

Good things find a ready market.

The price of gold, I think, will not go down in near future.

You read out the poem to me.

Her anger has abated by this time.

Many big trees have been blown down by the tempest.

The edge of the knife has become blunt.

I shall take your lessons at night.

Knock me up from bed at five in the morning.

You shouldn’t have reaised this wall.

Give me a lift from the road-side.

Do you want to wind up your flower business?

Infants often throw up milk.

Who is plucking flowers from my garden?

Who mooted the subject at the meeting?

We have to raise funds for the forthcoming Durga Puja.
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Unit – 45

Framing Sentences
Using Vocabularies

Abandon 

The woman has abandoned her drunkard husband.

Aggrieve 

He was terribly aggrieved by his bosom friend’s misconduct.

Amateur 

Amateurs are not allowed to play in this tournament.

Glutton 

Those who are gluttons suffer more in gastro-intestinal dys-
functions.

Grabble 

What are you grabbling in the heap of books and files?

Galimatias 

Please, truce to your galimatias in this dead of night.

Atrocity 

We are to see atrocities during any war.

Acquit 

The High Court acquitted the man of murder.

Alopecia 

Could you please prescribe a good medicine for alopecia, doc-
tor?

Adjourn 

The Lower House of Parliament adjourned till 2 p.m. for
uproaring by the opposition members.

Avarice 

Why do you have so avarice to your brother’s property?

Awkward 

They have put me in an awkward situation.

Denoument 

Human society is concerned thinking about the denoument of
our civilisation.

Debacle 

The opponent troops had to face debacle in front of the In-
dian Security Forces.

Dumbfound 

I became dumbfounded having listened the news of acciden-
tal death of my only son.

Bankrupt 

The Multi-national Company was declared bankrupt during
the recession in 2007.

Benumb 

I was benumbed with biting cold during travelling Kashmir.

Blasphemy 

The novelist was accused of blasphemy for his new fiction.

Buffoon 

Don’t you feet shame to play the baffoon?

Cuddle 

My small kid cuddled her doll being seized with the whim.
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Belligerent 

A belligerent attitude from across the line of control instigated
the Indian forces.

Camouflage

The US soldiers dressed in camouflage during the gulf-war
against Iraq.

Communique 

The tax structure has been simplified according to a commu-
nique.

Hostage 

Five soldiers were taken hostage by a Kashmiri militant group

Indict 

My uncle was indicted on charges of bribery.

Inundate 

Our village became inundated during the monsoon flood of
this year.

Crumble 

The four-storeyed building crumbled to dust during yesterday’s
earthquake.

Clairvoyance 

Some of the great Indian sages had clairvoyance as described
in the mythology.

Complacent 

Students must not become complacent about their results.

Clandestine 

My sister has a clandestine relationship with a local boy.

Confess 

The woman confessed that she had murdered her husband
after hours of questioning.

Catastrophe

Several parts of the South-Eastern region affected badly dur-
ing the catastrophic Tsunami.

Custody 

Five men were taken into police custody after the ransacking
of the hospital.

Detriment 

You shouldn’t work hard to the detriment of your health.

Devour 

My wife devoured the English fiction written by Salmon
Rusdie.

Drought

The price of rice is getting higher due to the drought this year.

Entourage 

The entourage of the local M.L.A. perpetrated the crime.

Exculpate 

The judiciary did exculpate the accused from the false charges.

Erogenous 

Students should not use erogenous languages in front of their
class-mates.

Effrontery 

This effrontery of yours is no longer tolerable for us.

Emblem 

What is the emblem of Indian National Congress?
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Fiasco 

Who is to blame for this fiasco in the college election?

Fuss 

Don’t try to kick up a fuss during the proceedings.

Flabbergast 

I got flabbergasted in front of those precocious girls.

Fugitive 

He is still a fugitive though he has been convicted by the court
of justice.

Genuflect 

Muslims genuflect with bending their head while praying to
God.

Gumption 

Have you no gumption, unruly boys?

Gospel 

What is the gospel truth of life?

Gallows 

Being convicted of murder, the man came to the gallows.

Halidom

Amarnath is the halidom of Hindus accross the country.

Hilarious 

Had you found the whole situation hilariously funny?

Homage 

The whole nation pays homage to the father of the nation
every year during his birthday.

Hurtle 

A runaway motor-bike came hurtling towards me.

Yashmak 

Some Muslim women are used to wear yashmak when they
are to go out from home.

Withstand 

Anyhow we have to withstand the enemy forces in the battle
field.

Ostentation 

Always showing ostentation is a very bad habit.

Repudiate 

My maternal uncle repudiated his first wife and then married
her younger sister.

Moratorium 

The Bank of India had to declare moratorium for the time
being.

Subdue 

The Central Reserve Police Force was called in to subdue
the Maoist rebels.

Transgress 

Don’t try to transgress the law of the nation.

Languor

I enjoy my languor state of mind during the weekend holi-
days.

Precept

Abiding by legal precept is compulsory for all us in the society.

Subterfuse 

Why had you to apply subterfuse to get rid of the situation?

232 233



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Negate 

Tamarind negates the effects of Homoeopathic Medicines.

Sarcasm 

I felt the trace of sarcasm in your voice during conversation
with you.

Unchaste 

Who does love an unchaste woman in the society?

Proficient 

My father is very proficient in speaking English.

Ridicule 

Why are you holding my son up to ridicule thus?

Sentient 

The most sentient faculty of nerves does stay in our tongue.

Onslaught 

The troops had to resist the enemy onslaught before the final
victory.

Punctilio 

Everyone should learn the social punctilio before his adoles-
cence.

Zenith 

I want to reach at the zenith of success in my career.

PART - II
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Chapter  – 1

In a Flower Market
 

Dipak : Hallo! Rafique! You are here?

Rafique : I’ve come here to buy some flowers. Since long
time we are meeting. How are you? Is everyone in the family good
and all right?

Dipak : Yes, by God’s grace, all are well. But you could’ve
bought flowers from the local market. Why have you come here?
Is there any occasion in the family?

Rafique : Right you are! Tomorrow evening my elder sister is
going to be married. Let’s go inside the market.

Dipak : Oh! Sure! The price of flowers are a little bit cheaper
here in comparison of all local markets. Only tulip and moon-flower
are costly. Will you buy some marigold and daisy?

Rafique : Yes. Could I get coxcomb and round-jasmine in
this market?

Dipak : Why not? Almost all type of flowers are available
here. I know it because I am to come here in this flower-market
every weekend.

Rafique : Now-a-days, most flowers do not give out sweet
smell.

Dipak : I also hold the same opinion. However, let’s go and
ask the rates.

Rafique : Have you any familiar shop-owner inside this mar-
ket?

Dipak : Yes, at first, we shall visit Maa Manasa Flower Shop.
Mr. Halder is well acquainted with me.

[ They turn up in front of that shop. ]

Dipak : Good morning, Mr. Halder! How are you? We have
come to you to buy some flowers. Could you please tell me the
rates of various flowers?

Mr. Halder : Let me know which flowers you want to pur-
chase. Anything you want is available here. And our rates are al-
ways reasonable.

Rafique : Okey. Give us two dozens of sweet-jasmine gar-
lands. Is oleander too costly.?

Mr. Halder : No, my dear! Regarding price, you can count
upon us.

Dipak : Will you not take rose and magnolia, Rafique? See,
narcissus is also there behind.

Rafique : Some at least give me. By the way, don’t forget to
give some marigold wreath. You can also give some sticks of cox-
comb.

Dipak : Please, keep everything tidy in the packets. And ask
for the accurate price.

Mr. Halder : Don’t worry, my son! We don’t swindle our
customers. We are running this business in a regular line of de-
scent.

Rafique : Okey, how much have we to pay for all these?

Mr. Halder : Let me count the amount. It will not exceed 800
rupees.

Rafique : Here are two 500 rupee notes.

Mr. Halder : Take your balance amount. Here it is. Do come
again.

Dipak : Oh, certainly! We are so coming, Mr. Halder. Bye.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

236 237



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Moon flower - Daisy - 

Coxcomb - Magnolia - 

Sweet Jasmine - Rose - 

Oleander - Garland - 

Swindle - Smell - 

Keep everything tidy - 

Hold the same opinion - 

II. USE OF ‘COULD’VE’ :–
You could’ve bought flowers from the local market.

He could’ve purchased this book from the College Street mar-
ket.

They could’ve brought the fish from Metro Cash & Carry.

She could’ve known this information from the Railway ticket
counter.

Mohon could’ve understood this danger listening from his best
friend.

III.  ANALOGY :–
Keep everything tidy in the packets.

Keep everything in neat order in the baskets.

I also hold the same opinion with you.

We are unanimous on this point.

IV.  USE OF ‘COULD YOU PLEASE’ :–
Could you please tell me the rates of various flowers?

Could you please mind moving a little bit?

Could you please let me know what had happened?

Could you please make me understand the problem?

Could you please try to realise my inconveniences?

EXERCISE – 32.

Watching the murder (seen / scene), the girl started weeping
aloud.

(Speaking / Spoken) roughly, we have spent 15 lac rupees to
build the house.

Being (please / pleased) with his request, I did agree to go to
his place.

Having been informed (by / from) my colleague, I left that
place forth- with.

My sister was having her dinner .............. watching TV at
night. (during / while)

Partha is to keep (stood / standing) all the time while he
travels by crowding train.

A big kite is flying (above / over) his head.

We have managed to collect above 25 thousand rupees for the
worship of the deity, Goddess Durga, this year. (Deity = Mean-
ing?)

Our mentalities are above such servility. (Servility = Mean-
ing?)
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Chapter – 2

FOn Booking a Hotel
 

Customer : Good morning. Is it hotel ‘Crown’?

Receptionist : Yes, good morning, Madam. Can I help you?

Customer : Yes. We want to have accommodation for 7 days
in your hotel.

Receptionist : You’re welcome, Ma’m. Your good name
please?

Customer : Indrani Majumder. I’m calling from Patna.

Receptionist :  Would you, please, tell me your occupation,
Ma’m?

Customer : I have been working in a private bank.

Receptionist : When do you need the rooms?

Customer : By tomorrow morning, we will be reaching to
Bolpur.

Receptionist : What kind of accommodation do you need?

Customer : I’m coming with my family. Two bed-rooms along
with a drawing room will do.

Receptionist : What do you prefer – on the ground floor or
on the upper storey?

Customer : It will be better if the rooms are south-facing.
And, preferably, on the ground floor. However, what’s the rent of a
room per day?

Receptionist : 300 rupees for lodging. The charge for food is
extra.

Customer : Is it not too much?

Receptionist : No, Madam, the facility we provide is good
enough. Our hotel is far from din and bustle. We hope you’ll enjoy
staying in our ambience.

Customer : Well, book 2 rooms and a drawing room for me
for 7 days.

Receptionist : Okey. Thank you for calling, Ma’m! We will
be waiting  for you.

Customer : Thank you.

        *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

         EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Din and bustle - Ambience - 

Accommodation - Upper-storey - 

II.  PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS TENSE :–
I have been working in a private bank.

Rani has been suffering from dyspnoea.

They have been reading Biology since this evening.

We have been working hard to finish the work in due time.

III.  FUTURE CONTINUOUS TENSE :–
We will be waiting for you.

They will be reading till midnight.

Meera will be dancing till the bell is rung.

Will you be sleeping till 9 o’clock in the morning?
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Chapter – 3

At the Apparel Store
 

Shopkeeper : Come, please. How can I serve for you?

Customer : I want to buy some shirts.

Shopkeeper : Sure, Sir. Would you like to take shirt-piece or
you want trendy ready-made shirts?

Customer : Show me both of them. But all those should be
made of fine cotton.

Shopkeeper : Very gladly, Sir. Do you like plain shirts or
stripped one?

Customer : Let me see some samples.

Shopkeeper : At first, see these colours. Besides, we have
so many colours and varieties in our collections. We also have a
large stock of export quality shirts.

Customer : Please, show me few more shirts of this quality in
different colours. Price is not the factor if the quality is allright.

Shopkeeper : Sir, look, this trendy ready-made shirts are very
popular now-a-days.

Customer : I’ll take that vermilion-red shirt. And what about
that blue-check piece?

Shopkeeper : That’s made of pure imported cotton. The cost
of that piece is only 499 rupees. We have also some foreign branded
quality shirts. But the price is a little bit higher. You may like those.
Will I make you see some of them?

Customer : No, sorry. I’m getting late. Rather I’ll come some
other day. Now, only pack this one.

Shopkeeper : Thanks for your coming. Sir, make the pay-
ment at the cash-counter. Have a good day, Sir.

Customer : Thanks a lot.

        *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Trendy - Exported - 

Vermilion-red - Foreign - 

II. USE OF ‘LET’ :–
Let me see some samples.

Let me get in to watch the movie.

Let us go to see what’s happening there.

Let them come into the room.

Let him go to play football in the school ground.

III.  ACCOSTING EXPRESSIONS :–
Have a good day, Sir.

Good day to you, Ma’m.

Have a nice day, Mr. Basu.

Nice to meet you, Sir.

Pleased to meet you, Mr. Anand.

Sir, hope to see you tomorrow.

Good day, take good care of yourself.
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Chapter – 4

On Accidents
 

Asim : Good evening, Rina. Have you heard about the acci-
dent that had taken place in front of the traffic-island?

Rina : How horrible! I was eventually at the spot this morning
where the fatal accident took place. A Howrah-bound private bus
collided head on with a pull-car. So many students were admitted in
the nearby hospital. Some of them were badly injured, one of them
was moribund.

Asim : How unlucky! I think, the transport department should
be more strict to prevent road accidents.

Rina : Yes, Asim. Drivers are also reckless in driving and fond
of violating traffic norms.

Asim : Also overtaking other vehicles at wrong places is a big
concern. Drivers must obey all the traffic rules.

Rina : Right you are, Asim. Moreover, drunken driving with
exceeding speed limits are some of the major causes of deadly
accidents.

Asim : I suggets, guilty drivers responsible for the fatal acci-
dents should be severely punished. Their licence should be can-
celled forthwith.

Rina : Yes. Strict legal actions should be taken against them.

Asim : Certainly. My uncle has been working in the Motor
Vehicle Department. He was talking about annual fitness certifi-
cate for private vehicles. However, drivers should not be blamed
always one-sidedly.

Rina : I agree with you, Asim. We should follow the zebra
crossings while crossing the roads. Pedestrians always need to

keep to the pavements and also we should make sure to abide by
the traffic regulations.

Asim : But, Rina, rules alone can’t solve the problems. All of
us should be made aware on road rules. Only making suggestions
cannot change the situation. Public should implement the proposals
to avert road accidents.

Rina : I feel hopeless and panic-stricken seeing and hearing
about the accidents. I’m getting too late. See you, Asim. Bye!

Asim : Okey. Bye!

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Horrible - Moribund - 

Forthwith - Blame - 

Pedestrians - Aware - 

Panic-stricken - Vehicles - 

Collide - Pavement - 

Take place - Norms - 

II. USE OF ‘PASSIVE VOICE’ :–
So many students were admitted in the nearby hospital by the

local residents.

So many boys were injured by the accident.

So many players were shown red-card by the referee during
the football match.

So many girls were molested by the hooligans in that particular
night.
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III. USE OF ‘SHOULD’ :–
Strict legal actions should be taken against them.

Students should not sleep in the day time.

None of us should look down upon the senior citizens.

You should have said this news beforehand.

Don’t refuse, should Mr. Dutta offer you help.

Should you excuse my fault, I shall be happy.

IV.  USE OF ‘CAN’ :–
Only making suggestions cannot change the situation.

We cannot do without friends.

My sister can speak English very well.

Can you play cards?

I cannot run as fast as my brother.

Human cannot live without oxygen.

Can’t you understand what I say?

EXERCISE – 33.

People from (across / over) the country visit this holy place
every year.

Our school is situated (across / crossing) the temple.

That girl is not (after / for) my heart, so I can’t love her.

She is youur bosom friend after all, why are you scolding her
.............? (still / yet)

We entered into the cinema-hall after the show (is / was)
started.

Chapter – 5

About a Serious Patient
 

Uncle : How is your mother now, Kabita? What about her
paralysis?

Kabita : She is getting worse of late. We are so concerned
about her health.

Uncle : Who is treating her? Dr. Basu?

Kabita : No, now she is under neurologist Dr. Sarengi. He is
attached with Apolo Glenegales Hospital, Salt Lake, a very re-
puted doctor.

Uncle : What is he saying? Is there any hope of curing?

Kabita : We visited him last weekend. He said, the neuro-
transmission system of the patient is not functioning property. He
had also suggested for physiotherapy.

Uncle : But, Kabita, why are you not admitting her to the
hospital? Mathinks, she could’ve gotten better treatment as well as
medical supervision.

Kabita : We told her several times but didn’t able to get admit-
ted. She is so nervous.

Uncle : When I saw her last, she was too weak to walk. Physi-
cally, she was exhausted out and out. How long has she been ill
for?

Kabita : Since February last. But gradually she has been
deteriorating. There is no sign of improvement.

Uncle : Didn’t your doctor insist for any pathological test?

Kabita : Last time when we visited Dr. Sarengi, he advised us
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to do one more MRI scan of her brain. I’m going for an appoint-
ment in the Medicare Scan Centre.

Uncle : You are saying, doctor has already diagnosed the case
as bulber paralysis. Then, why one more MRI scan once again?

Kabita : We cannot bear with her pain while we listen her
heart-rending cry.

Uncle : How sad! I pray for her cure. The other day, I’ll go to
your house, Kabita. I have a busy schedule today.

Kabita : Thank you, Uncle. I’m coming.

        *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

         EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Paralysis - Reputed - 

Methinks - Neurologist - 

Heart-rending - Insist - 

II. USE OF ‘WH-QUESTIONS’ :–
Who is treating your ailing mother?

How is your mother now?

What is the doctor saying?

When did you see her last?

Why has Dr. Sarengi advised for MRI scan once again?

Which is the best Diagnostic Centre in the city?

Chapter – 6

About a Love Affair
 

Gita : Well, what do you want to do now?

Nasrin : You know that too well. Had I better not go to his
place?

Gita : Where is the room for doubt in it? Ranjan is not a good
fellow. You must not meet with him again.

Nasrin : But, Gita, for aught I know, he is a very good boy and
of amiable disposition.

Gita : He is indeed your friend but he never behaves like one.
Do you think, Ranjan is a boy after your heart?

Nasrin : I’m carrying the torch for him. I like him from the
inmost recess of my heart.

Gita : That goes without saying! So, it is all the same whether
you see him or not.

Nasrin : I love him very much. It matters little to me whether
he likes me or not.

Gita : You have said much. This far and not further! All right,
I take it for granted what you say. But, from my own experience,
I’m telling you that you will be frastrated in no time. Please, you
dare not proceed any further.

Nasrin : But, Gita, why is he taking such stiff attitude main-
taining his view doggedly? But for his love, I will die surely.

Gita : It is indeed foolish of you to have said so. However, I
will say something if you do not mind.

Nasrin : Why are you hesitating thus? Do you take me for a
fool? Come on, speak out!

248 249



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Gita : I fear Ranjan will not see you again as he is nowadays
making love with an another girl. Once I asked him about this af-
fair. But he looks as if he does know nothing about that affaire de
coeur.

Nasrin : What are you saying, Gita? Is it really true? I had
better die to-night. Things have come to a pretty pass.

Gita : Why are you saying, events have reached the climax?
Cool down, my friend! Whatever you may say to the contrary, you
have to step forward cautiously.

Nasrin : I can’t imagine what is going on. Every rumour has
some element of truth in it. But, why did he pretend as my sweet-
heart since long time?

Gita : You had better stay here tonight, Nasrin, at my home.
You’re mentally disturbed out and out.

Nasrin : Okey, let’s go.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

          EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Inmost recess of the heart –

Things have come to a pretty pass – 

That goes without saying –

For aught I know – 

This far and no further –

Carry the torch for (someone) – 

There is no room for doubt in it – 

II. WORD POWER :–

Doubt - Amiable disposition - 

Indeed - Proceed - 

Frastration - Sweetheart - 

Imagine - Climax - 

III. USE OF ‘BETTER’ :–
I had better die tonight.

She had better not go to that place.

You had better stay here tonight at my place.

IV. USE OF ‘INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES’ :–
Is Ranjan the boy after your liking?

Where is the room for doubt in it?

Why is he taking such stiff attitude?

Do you take me for a fool?

Why are you hesitating so much?

Had I better not go to his place?

Why did he pretend as my sweetheart?

EXERCISE – 34.

Having leaned (against / with) a wall, the man was reading
the newspaper.

I don’t want to do against my (weal / will).

Huts have been built along both sides (on / of) the highway.

He was walking ......... along the muddy road. (slower / slowly)
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Chapter  – 7

In An Interview
 

Candidate : Sir, my I come in?

Editor : Yes, come in, please.

Candidate : Good afternoon, Sir.

Editor : Good afternoon, please be sitted.

Candidate : Thank you, Sir.

Editor : What is your good name?

Candidate : Sir, my name is Arpita Sen.

Editor : What is your academic qualifications?

Candidate : I’ve passed my Master’s Degree in English from
Jadavpur University last year.

Editor : Which college had you passed from?

Candidate : Lady Braborne College, Park Circus.

Editor : Do you have any hobby?

Candidate : Collecting music audio-vedio albums, Sir.

Editor : Why are you interested to work in the media house?

Candidate : I heard, you prefer to take people who are strong
in English and Hindi. I’m fluent and flawless in both the languages.

Editor : Very good. Have you ever worked in the print media
before?

Candidate : When I had been doing my M.A., I used to write
columns and editorials for a local English monthly journal. Now-a-
days, I’m also writing features for a Kolkata-based Hindi Daily
in their week-end entertainment page.

Editor : You know, the job of a journalist is so hard-working
and pain-staking. Are you physically fit and mentally prepared for
this job?

Candidate : Yes, Sir. Since my adolescence, I dreamt of an
honest journalist. That is why I choosed English as my subject in
honours and M.A.

Editor : That’s very good. You look to be so determined.

Candidate : Thank you, Sir.

Editor : Well, Miss Arpita, we shall inform you in time over
telephone if you are selected.

Candidate : Thank you so much. Good day to you, Sir.

    *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Interested - Flawless - 

Entertainment - Adolescence - 

Journalist - Inform - 

II. USE OF ‘LOOK TO BE’ :–
You look to be so determined.

He looks to be so depressed in spirits.

Why does she look to be so maddened with rage?

You look to be so annoyed.

III. USE OF ‘FUTURE INDEFINITE TENSE’ :–
We shall inform you in time over telephone.
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They will come to me for advice.

He will request his friend to lend some money.

I shall try my best to solve your problem.

EXERCISE – 35.

I was continuing my speech (amidst / in-between) great up-
roar.

Khudiram was brave amidst all impediments. (Impediments
=  Meaning?)

The rays of sun has disappeared (behind / between) the clouds.

Who is hiding .................. behind the wall? (their / there)

All the accused were brought ................ the Judge of the
Criminal Court. (before /behind)

We dived (below / under) the surface of the water in scorch-
ing heat.

My daughter has secured ............ seventy-five in Chemistry.
(below / under)

They will have arrived home (by / in) this time tomorrow.

These paintings will be sold by auction at Delhi. Auction =
Meaning?)

When we were passing ............ the forest, eventually we did
meet a white tiger. (by / from)

Beena is more honest than her younger sister (by / with) a
great deal.

What you are doing is (beyond / beside) tolerance.

I will not go out beyond this (far / for) into the midday.

Chapter – 8

At a Bus-Stop

Shila : Hallo! Tapas. How are you?

Tapas : I’m fine and you, Shila?

Shila : I’m so so. Could you please tell me which bus is sched-
uled for Shyambazar from here?

Tapas : No bus is available from here, Shila. You rather go to
by-pass connector by rickshaw. You’ll get so many buses from there,
private and state bus, everything. You may get north-bound suttle-
taxi for Shyambazar.

Shila : Will buses be too crowded?

Tapas : Certainly. After the office hour is over, all routes are
crowded.

Shila : What should I do then?

Tapas : You try to avail a suttle-taxi. Though they will charge
a little bit extra, but you will reach comfortably.

Shila : I’m standing in this bus-stop for half an hour. I ap-
proached  a taxi. But he didn’t agree to go north.

Tapas : You need not be worried. I’m coming with you till by-
pass connector. Let’s go, Shila.

Shila : You will be late!

Tapas : No problem. By the bye, where had you come here?

Shila : To my uncle’s house. He had a narrow escape from an
accident the day before yesterday. Auntie requested me to come in
the morning.

Tapas : Okey. A bus is coming. I feel, not so crowdy. You
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board on that. See you again, Shila. Hurry up!

Shila : Thank you, Tapas, for accompanying me. I’m coming.

    *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

         EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Scheduled - Crowded - 

Comfortably - Worried - 

Hurry up - Request - 

II. USE OF ‘NEED’ AS MODAL AUXILIARY :–
You need not be worried.

You need not trouble yourself for nothing.

She need not have racked her brains so much abouth this tri-
fling matter.

They need not run to catch the bus.

III. USE OF ‘NEED’ AS PRINCIPAL VERB :–
They will need my advice.

She did not need to buy that jewellery.

Our tired body sometimes needs rest.

Harish may not need to ask for their help.

India needs friendly relation with China.

IV. USE OF ‘COULD’ :–
Could you please tell me the right time?

She could not put up with such pain and affliction.

Could you please lend me your book for some time?

Chapter – 9

Good English
Conversation  Practice Tips

I.   SOME IMPORTANT POLITE EXPRESSIONS USED

DURING CONVERSATION :–

Excuse me, for not being in time.

May I have your pen please.

I beg your pardon.

It was all by mistake. Excuse me, please.

Will you please permit me to go.

Please, let me help you.

Would you mind moving a little bit.

So sorry to have disturbed you.

If you allow me to day.

Will you please speak a little bit aloud.

I could not make it in time. I’m so sorry.

You are welcome, please, come in.

I’m extremely sorry. I got a little bit late.

May I come in, please?

I’m so grateful for your kindness.

II.  SOME EXCLAMATORY EXPRESSIONS USED DUR-
ING  CONVERSATION:–

May God bless you!

Good heavens!
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What a shame!

By God’s grace!

How dare you say this!

Oh my goodness!

What a great victory!

How disgraceful!

Many happy returns of the day!

Congratulations! What an idea!

What a pity!

Come what may!

What a pleasant surprise!

III.  SOME MORE FREQUENTLY USED EXPRESSIONS

IN ENGLISH CONVERSATION :–

Rest assured!

Not the least.

See you the day after tomorrow.

Yes, by all means.

Anything else?

That’s too much!

Never mind.

It has been long time since we met.

Nothing special.

As you like.

IV.    SOME EXPRESSIONS DEMOTING ORDER AND

REQUEST :––
Mind your own business.

Think much before you speak.

Open the door, please.

Please, don’t talk nonsense!

Allow me to say, please.

Let me have a look, please.

Don’t be so silly!

Please wait a little longer.

Would you mind opening the gate?

Don’t cut jokes with elders.

May I come along with you?

Please, be seated.

Let me work hard for exams.

V.    SOME INTEROGATIVE EXPRESSIONS IN ENGLISH

CONVERSATION :–

What’s the problem about?

When did you said that?

Who had you gone with?

How is your father now?

What can I say for this?

Why is the lane closed ahead?

How are you getting on in your business?

Where have you kept my books?

What is he looking for?

How much did this shirt cost you?

Why is the bus running so slow?

When did you turn up there?

258 259



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

VI.   SOME MORE IMPORTANT EXPRESSIONS USED

IN PRACTICAL CONVERSATION :–
I shall be glad to come here.

Please, give my regards to your parents.

May you flourish in business.

Wish you all the best in the forthcoming exams.

I am very oblized to him.

Many happy returns of the day.

Wish you a very happy new year.

I regret, I cannot accept your business proposal.

All are requested to reach in time in the meeting.

She has full faith in me.

He has been a great help to us.

Who is to blame for this?

I’m extremely sorry for huring you unintentionally.

So sorry I’m for interrupting you.

Why are you losing your temper?

Forget that, now make up with each other.

It’s rather a matter of great pleasure.

Never find faults with others.

Go to the dogs. Get out of my sight!

He is always at my disposal.

May his soul rest in peace.

Chapter – 10

In a Book Shop
 

Rajia : Is this a branch of ‘National Book House’?

Salesman : Yes, Ma’m. Right you are. How can I help you?

Rajia : I’m looking for a book. And I have already visited so
many leading book stores in College Street.

Salesman : Which book do you want, Madam? We have a
large collection of books on almost every subject.

Rajia : I need ‘Pearls of Wisdom’ by Swami Vivekananda
published by ‘The Ramkrishna Mission Institute of Culture’.

Salesman : Yes. We have this book in our collection.

Rajia : Give me a copy of the book. What’s the price?

Salesman : Not costly.

Rajia : Okey. Have you any good Spoken English book in
your collection.

Salesman : We have so many good books on guide to English
Conversation Practice. If you ask me, I’ll recommend you this
one GOOD ENGLISH SPEAKING COURSE written by Dr. Jakir Hossain.

Rajia : Is it really good?

Salesman : Not only good. This is one of the good books, we
sell. It’s a quality book for quality people.

Rajia : Very good. Give me a copy, please.

Salesman : Do you want any other book? English fictions?
Autobiography of great national leaders? Or anything else?

Rajia : I’m fond of reading novels, short stories and English
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fictions. You can give me a copy of ‘Sea of Poppies’ by Amitava
Ghosh published from Viking Penguin, if you have. I’ve already
read his other published works.

Salesman : Surely. It’s one of the popular best-selling books.

Rajia : Is that too costly?

Salesman : No, no, not at all. Around five to six hundreds only.

Rajia : All right. Then pack these three books.

Salesman : By this time, you please pay the bill at the cash-
counter, Ma’m.

Rajia : Oh, surely.

Salesman : Hope you’ll come once again. Thank you.

Rajia : Thanks.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Published - Recommend - 

Autobiography - Poppy - 

II.  USE OF ‘FOND OF’ :–
I’m fond of reading English novels.

My brother is fond of playing Volley-ball.

The girl is fond of eating sweets.

My father is fond if eating sour curds.

Is your uncle fond of travelling accross the country?

Chapter  – 11

Asking the Address
 

Stranger : Hallo! Sir, could please tell me where is Golpark?
I’m a stranger in Kolkata.

Mr. Roy : At first, you go outside the station, Ma’m. Then,
you board on Jadavpur-bound bus. Golpark is just beside Gariahat.
There is a famous Ramkrishna Mission for language studies. You
will get so many buses from Howrah – public, private and also
mini-bus.

Stranger : How much will it take to reach there?

Mr. Roy : Around one hour. But now it is office hour. South-
bound traffic may be slow. Also there are so many signals through-
out the journey.

Stranger : Can I not avail Metro Rail to go there?

Mr. Roy : No, Madam. Kolkata Metro Rail is operated from
Dumdum to Tollygunge, from north to South. But you have to go
on another direction.

Stranger : Can I get hired taxi from here?

Mr. Roy : Certainly. But why will you spend so much money?
It will also take more or less the same time.

Stranger : Okey. How far is Ballygunge Station from
Golpark?

Mr. Roy : A walking distance, just a little ahead. Where do
you want to go there?

Stranger : I shall go to ‘Gariahat Mall’ for business purpose.
Professionally, I am an IT consultant. Is there any Bengali Televi-
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sion Channel Office?

Mr. Roy : Yes, right you are. Do you want to go there?

Stranger : Yes. How can I reach there in the shortest possible
time?

Mr. Roy : By bus you go to Sealdah. Then, you go by train of
South Section.

Stranger : I’ve to reach there by 3 p.m. Okey, very many
thanks for your kind informations.

Mr. Roy : Go at once. Be on the alert. Take care. Bye.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

         EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Stranger - Famous - 

Hired - Professional - 

Alert - Information - 

II.  FRAMING ‘WH’ QUESTIONS USING ‘HOW’ :–
How much will it take to reach there?

How can I reach that place in the shortest possible time?

How far is Ballygunge Station from Golpark?

I’m not going. How about you?

How come you are doing everything right?

The newly-built house has collapsed. How’s that?

Chapter  – 12

Applying for a Job
 

Swapan : Hallo! Kanika, have you gone through today’s Times
of India?

Kanika : Yes, I’ve read in the early morning. I am the monthly
subscriber of that English daily.

Swapan : There is an advertisement inviting applications for
the post of Tax Consultant. Have you read the advertisement page?

Kanika : Oh, yes, Swapan, I have.

Swapan : Are you interested to apply for the post? The salary
is too good.

Kanika : Yes, I’m preparing to apply. I’m not getting satisfac-
tion in my present job. Besides, the remuneration is not good enough.

Swapan : Have you already applied for the post?

Kanika : No, I have decided to apply.

Swapan : Do you know the last date for the receipt of applica-
tion? I’ve forgotten the date.

Kanika : 22-nd of this month. We have one more week in
hand.

Swapan : Yes. I shall send my resume the day after tomorrow.
I’ve to be very busy these two days.

Kanika : Have they finalized the venue of the interview?

Swapan : Yes, in the 2-nd week of the next month. The inter-
view will be in Salt Lake, Secter III.

Kanika : Have you all the required qualifications and neces-
sary experience for the said post?
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Swapan : Yes, I’ve more than that. But, still, I think, the com-
petition will be too tough. That’s a reputed company and so many
candidates will turn up for the interview.

Kanika : In spite of that I wish you all the best of luck, Swapan.

Swapan : Same to you, Kanika. I’m sure, you will make it.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

         EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Subscriber - Salary - 

Venue - Competition - 

Reputed - Necessary - 

II. USE OF ‘WISH’ :–
I wish you all the best of luck.

I wish she were as intelligent as her elder brother!

Oh, that those lips and tongue had language!

I wish I could help the poor and destitude!

Would that my father had been alive today!

I wish her every success in future life.

I wish they were as honest as you!

Wish you Godspeed, my love!

Wish your mother a happy health.

Chapter  – 13

On Coming in time to the Office
 

Office Boss : What’s the time now, Mr. Sengupta?

Employee : It is 40 minutes past nine, Madam.

Office Boss : And what’s the scheduled office time?

Employee : 9 o’clock, Madam.

Office Boss : Then why are you so late, Mister?

Employee : So sorry, Madam. I’m late because of traffic-
jam at Shambazar.

Office Boss : Why are you making excuse? Don’t you come
late in the office almost everyday?

Employee : No, Madam. The day before yesterday my wife
was seriously ill. That is why I became late on Tuesday. I always
try to be punctual to come to the office.

Office Boss : Time once lost can never be regained. Methinks,
you don’t know the value of time.

Employee : Yes, I understand, the punctuality must be main-
tained in the coming to office. So, everyday, I try to get up early in
the morning, so that I can reach to the office in due time.

Office Boss : Had you understood the value of time, you would
not have come late in the office. You should try to start more early
for office.

Employee : I promise, I shall do so in future, Madam.

Office Boss : Well, could you not come by Metro Rail from
Dumdum? I feel, it will take less time. Why do you avail public
bus?

266 267



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Employee : Dumdum Metro is far from my house, Ma’m.
That route is not convenient for me.

Office Boss : Let it be what it may, Mr. Sengupta! I shall not
entertain further delay from the next day. Sorry, to say!

Employee : No, Madam, from tomorrow onwards, I’ll not
make any excuse. I’ll come in time.

     *       *      *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Making excuses - Punctual - 

Promise - Avail - 

Convenient - Route - 

II.  SEVERAL USE OF ‘TIME’ :–
It is 40 minutes past nine, Madam.

Time once lost can never be regained.

Do you know what day of the moon it is?

How far advanced is the day?

My sister will come back in Saturday fortnight.

I couldn’t sleep in the small hours of the morning.

Time hangs heavy on my hands. What o’clock is it now?

You should better take this medicine every other day.

It is 25 minutes to seven by my watch.

Chapter  – 14

On Inflation
 

Tuhina : Hello! Madhab. How are you?

Madhab : Not so good, friend. I’m really in trouble because
nowadays almost every commodity has become dearer.

Tuhina : This is, methinks, to some extent because of infla-
tion. And, this year, the drought situation has further worsen the
problem.

Madhab : You see, Tuhina, the price of mustard-oil is so high.
The prices of green vegetables also are not coming down. All the
middle-class families like us are already in big trouble.

Tuhina : We cannot make both ends meet.

Madhab : How long will it continue? I’ve heard yesterday in a
private TV Channel that the State Govt. has already decided to
take strict measures against the black-marketing and those who
are creating artificial crisis in the market.

Tuhina : But, I suspect, Madhab, nothing will be fruitful in this
regard.

Madhab : The law-enforcing agencies should take more stern
actions against those guilty. If the current situation is not changed
shortly, the common people will be most affected. Their earnings
are limited, you know.

Tuhina : I don’t see any silver lining in solving this problem. I
think, our needs should be more limited. May be, this rise of prices
is seasonal and temporary.

Madhab : I also hope, everything will be alright after some
days or so.
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Tuhina : Okey, friend. See you later. Bye.

Madhab : Have a nice day. Bye.

     *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Commodity - Drought - 

Worsen - Trouble - 

Strict - Suspect - 

Black-marketing - Guilty - 

II. USE OF ‘IF’ :–
If the current situation is not changed shortly, the common

people will be most affected.

If you do not come along with me, I shall not go to see the
movie.

Please inform me in advance, if you are not able to go with us.

If she were to see me, she would know me at once.

III. CONTRACTION FORMS OF SOME WORDS :–
Don’t = Do not Doesn’t = Does not

Shan’t = Shall not Won’t = Will not

Can’t = Can not Hadn’t = Had not

You’d = You should We’d = We would

                Ain’t = Am not / Is not / Are not

Chapter  – 15

On Traffic
 

Manashi : Good morning, Goutam! Where have you been till
now?

Goutam : I’ve been to the work-site since last night. Some
urgent works are being done at College Street junction. I have to
stay there throughout the day today.

Manashi : Very good. What has been done to avert accidents
on the roads?

Goutam : We have already widened the road. The old building
on the left corner in front of Presidency College has been pulled
down. A pavement is being planned to make on either side of the
road. Now, a divider is being made.

Manashi : Our roads are so accident-prone in all parts of
Calcutta. If roads are widened, it will reduce the chance of acci-
dents to great extent.

Goutam : Also, people will be able to walk safely, if the pave-
ment is made. We will also have zebra crossings for pedestrians.

Manashi : That will help a lot to cross the busy road. Are all
the roads in the city being repaired this year?

Goutam : Minor repair works are done if and when neces-
sary. But now the main roads are being completely concreted and
widened. Also, electronic traffic signaling is being planned.

Manashi : But are we really concious of the road rules and
the importance of observing them? What is being done to make
people aware regarding all these?

Goutam : I think, mass media should take charge of that. Also,
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big NGO’s have some roles to play. We should be educated to
make us know the traffic rules and how to keep the roads clean
and hazard-free. Our Government can include the road rules in the
school curriculum so that our new generation is made familiar with
that.

Manashi : But what do you think about the driver’s responsi-
bility? Do they always follow the traffic signals and observe the
rules of the road?

Goutam : I think, the driving licencing dept. should be very
strict with this issue. Driver’s have some sort of responsibility to
prevent fatal accidents.

Manashi : So, both the drivers as well as the common people
need to be familiarised with the traffic regulations. Goutam, you
seem to be looking so exhausted. Go home and get refreshed. I’ll
meet you the other day. See you, Bye.

Goutam : Thank you. Bye.

      *       *       *       *      *       *       *

       EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.   VOCABULARY :–

Avert - Urgent - 

Pedestrian - Concious - 

Include - Observe - 

II.  SOME USES OF ‘HAVE’ :–
Have you had your dinner already?

I have written this big letter to my sweetheart.

They have been reading since this morning.

We have had our coffee before you come.

Always have that in mind, don’t forget.

Okey, have it in your own path.

III. USE OF ‘PASSIVE VOICE’ :–
Some urgent works are being done at College Street junction.

A pavement is being planned to make of either side of the
road.

Minor repair works are done if and when necessary.

What is being done to make people aware regarding all these?

IV.  USE OF ‘SEEM TO’ :–
Goutam, you seem to be looking so exhausted.

This book of general knowledge seems to be very informative.

You seem to be making merry now-a-days.

What seems easy to me seems very hard to others.

EXERCISE – 36.

My sister is sitting ................... me. (beside / besides)

She was (beside / besides) herself with joy when she lis-
tened her HS result.

................. preactising as a doctor, she also writes poetry in
her spare time. (Beside / Besides)

All of us have lots of things in common (beside / besides)
dance and music.

I could not (meat / meet) with her for want of time.

272 273



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Chapter  – 16

Security Measures for
Independence Day Celebrations

Journalist : Sir, every year, there is usually an alert ahead of
Independence Day celebration. This year, how do you want to alert
the security management?

Police Commissioner : At different times of the year, threat
perception usually varies across the country. Naturally, it is bound
to be high during important public events, such as, Republic Day
and Independence Day celebrations being related with the nation’s
sovereignty and integrity. We have strengthened intelligence gath-
ering and the entire force has been pressed into service and sur-
veillance hightened.

Journalist : Is the alert, this year, more grave because of
possible attempts by strong terrorist groups?

Police Commissioner : We are considering the alert very
seriously and gathering information and keeping a strict vigil all
around the city.

Journalist : Have you arrested any as precautionary mea-
sures?

Police Commissioner : Yes, a large number of arrests have
been made in recent times including 60-70 hardcore criminals who
were engaged in activities of terror plots.

Journalist : Some foreign intelligence agencies have also is-
sued an alert of possible strike and hijack attempts. Are security
agencies prepared in our city to cope up with the threats?

Police Commissioner : The police department along with
other security agencies are prepared at different levels. We have in
the recent past systematically strengthened our intelligence gather-
ing system. We are keeping a strict vigil on all vulnarable areas.

Journalist : Has any exercise been underway to engage citi-
zens in this regard?

Police Commissioner : Yes, it is underway and we are get-
ting tip-offs and alerts from all quarters.

Journalist : How are the common people helping you?

Police Commissioner : Several big markets, shopping malls,
hotels and restaurants have installed close-circuit televisions. We
are now planning to bring the entire city under surveillance by net-
working the cameras.

Journalist : What measures have already been taken to en-
sure the celebration on August 15 without any obstacle?

Police Commissioner : To secure the entire parade zone,
special arrangements are being made. Several watchtowers have
already been erected along with arrangements for night illumina-
tion. People are being checked at all interception points. Vehicles
are also being checked at all strategic points.

Journalist : Are you deploying some quick response teams
along with the disaster management forces?

Police Commissioner : Certainly. Besides traffic manage-
ment, we have decided to deploy 12 quick response teams. And,
for disaster management, we have tied up with several hospitals
and blood banks. Around 25 ambulances will be positioned at stra-
tegic locations.

Journalist : Thank you, Sir, for giving me the precious time
from your busy schedule.

Police Commissioner : Thank you.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *
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  EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Alert - Perception - 

Sovereignty - Integrity - 

Grave - Surveillance - 

Terrorist - Vigil - 

Cope up with - Threat - 

Tip-off - Install - 

Obstacle - Erect - 

Deploy - Disaster - 

Entire - Precaution - 

II. USE OF ‘PHRASAL VERBS’ :–
Do off your shirt as you’re perspiring entirely.

Anbind Adiga bore off the Man Booker Prize in 2008.

Cancer has been carrying off hundreds of thousands of lives.

A rumour has been put about that the world will be perished by
2012.

I had taken a chance in speculative transaction, but it did not
pay off.

My friends saw me off at the Howrah Station.

Some of my relatives turned up suddenly at far into the mid-
day.

Spain pulled off the 2010 Worlp Cup defeating orange bri-
gade.

We must not look down upon the poor and destitude.

Arjun made away with the tiger with one shot of his gun.

They expected the tempest to let up before long.

She is planning to go in for the WBCS exam this year.

The leopard fell upon his prey swiftly.

How can I get along with my wife in this adverse situation?

Earlier she had planned to contest the ramp, but she cried off
at the last moment.

I have no intention to give up practising medicine.

III.  DIFFERENT USE OF ‘BESIDE’ AND ‘BESIDES’ :–
Besides traffic management, we have decided to deploy 12

quick response teams.

She was sitting beside me while watching the movie.

Harun was beside himself with joy having listened his HS
result.

Besides practising medicine, he has been writing English nov-
els.

Why are you talking beside the mark?

IV.  USE OF ‘PASSIVE VOICE’ :–
Several watchtowers have already been erected for night illu-

mination.

A large number of arrests have been made in recent times.

Special arrangements are being made to secure the entire pa-
rade zone.

People are being checked at all interception points.

Around 25 ambulances will be positioned at strategic locations.
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V.  USE OF ‘MORE PHRASAL VERBS’ :–
Are security agencies prepared in our city to cope up with the

threats?

The department got him away from the office for his alleged
misconduct.

The cat ran away with a piece of fish from the kitchenette.

EXERCISE – 37.

For what guitly is he being ............? (punishment / punished)

The tempest is coming from the north-west corner with it’s
rapacious strength. (Rapacious = Meaning?)

She entered (in / into) the room with a great haste.

I carried on reading ......... into the night because my exam
was ahead. (late / let)

My sister didn’t get married until she was well ........... her
thirties. (into / for)

My father has got 5 days (of / off) next week.

.The powerful king had the golden crown (above / over) his
head.

I had told you not to do this (once / over) and again.

The boy has been suffering (for / since) Tuesday last.

My mother hasn’t eaten anything (ftom / since) breakfast.

I had to pass .............. several obstacles before my wedlock.
(into / through)

This amount of money will go .................. a political fund.
(onwards / towards)

Chapter  – 17

On Mobile Theft
 

Somebody : Is this Durgapur PS? I’m calling from Billpara
area. Here, a furious mob is beating up a street beggar mercilessly
after a rumour that he has stolen a mobile phone. Please, come
here at once.

Officer-in-charge : Okey, please, tell us the nearest landmark
location of your area.

Somebody : It is just beside the Billpara Mosque. The local
shopowners has told me to inform the Police Station. Some of
them have gone to rescue the boy.

Officer-in-charge : Are they still beating the boy? How old is
he?

Somebody : He is at the utmost 16 years. The mob would’ve
kept beating the boy, had the local shopowners not protested. Please,
come here forthwith.

[ A police officer turned up within half an hour and
took the boy under his custody ]

Police Officer : What is your name? Where do you live?

The Accused Boy : My name is Sk. Miraj. I live in a shanty
along the rail tracks near Durgapur Station.

Police Officer : Have you stolen any mobile ? Where have
you kept that?

The Accused Boy : No, Sir, I didn’t steal any mobile. They
are accusing me for nothing.
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Complainant : Yes, Sir, he is telling lie. He must have picked
the mobile phone from my pocket. The beggar had touched me
moments before I realised my handset was missing. So many boys
are here, why am I raising fingers at him?

Police Officer : Okey. Let us take him to the Police Station.
We shall interrogate him thoroughly. Was the mobile yours? You,
please, come to the PS and lodge a complaint against him. How-
ever, you shouldn’t have taken the law in your own hands. Okey,
who were beating him up? Where are they?

Stranger : When those beating him hears that police had ar-
rived, they took to their heels.

Police Officer : Did you trace the stolen mobile?

Complainant : No, Sir, you interrogate him and give him a
sound thrashing. He will know then what’s what.

Police Officer : Alright, you rather come with us to the police
station.

Complainant : Okey, Sir, come on.

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

       EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Rumour - Beat - 

Mercilessly - Mosque - 

Inform - Forthwith - 

At the utmost - Accused - 

Shanty - Complainant - 

Take to heels - Trace - 

II.  VARIOUS USE OF ‘LET’ :–
Let us take him to the Police Station.

I shall not let her into this secret story.

The lion was let off from the iron-case.

We have decided to let out our new house.

Why do we let any public car through our private road?

My daughter’s annual result has let me down thoroughly.

III. USE OF ‘CORRELATIVES’ :–
The mob would’ve kept beating the boy, had the local

shopowners not protested.

No sooner did my little kid see me than she came to my lap.

We have none else than you to call my own.

You have to watch this English movie whether you under-
stand it or not.

I will rather fail in the exam than copy from others.

Scarcely had they reached in the school when it began to strom
violently.

Not only I, but all other Bengali’s love to eat fish.

Hardly had they entered into the ground when they were ar-
rested by the city police.

IV.  USE OF ‘SHOULD’ :–
You shouldn’t have taken the law in your own hands.

Should I give you some more drinks, Mr. Sen?

You should’ve come back before noon the day before yester-
day.

Should they offer you money, don’t reject the offer.
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Chapter – 18

Good English
Practical Conversation Tips

I.   SOME SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS IN ENGLISH :–
She flew into a passion for nothing.

Don’t take on the tongue this foul name.

Soft words always win hard hearts.

They take for granted what I say.

It rained cats and dogs the day before yesterday.

Why do you make faces at him?

They have no work in hand at present.

The collage was reduced to ashes in no time.

I know, I’ve to get a good scolding.

They should not wound the feelings of us.

It is no use listening the news.

Take off the chains of your pet-dog.

That does not appeal to my mind.

My mother’s hair has begun to turn grey.

The cheat gave him the slip.

They were sentenced to three years’ imprisonment.

How could I escape the arm of the law?

She has no brains in Mathematics.

Why are you off your head?

She has kept the certificates in the iron-safe.

I have cried myself hoarse.

That trick of mine will be of  no avail.

They are good for nothing.

Why do you pick a quarrel with such an innocent boy?

Our headmaster is true to his word.

The boy vanished in the twinkling of an eye.

I could not help weeping after listening the news.

They had better stay here tonight.

What brings him here at such an odd time?

I shall not spare you if I get the chance.

Time hangs heavy on my hands in the day of strike.

How are you getting on with your professional studies?

I wind my wrist-watch at seven in the morning.

II.   SOME EXPRESSIONS OF COMMON GRAMMER :–

Rina asked me whether I would like to see the drama.

None of them attended the group discussion.

I had scarcely left the shopping-mall, before it started raining.

There was no necessity of telling all those to the minors.

The Calcutta Police made an inquiry into the murder care.

No sooner had we left the college, than it began to storm.

Naresh has been out of work since January last.

Since you are so clever, you will be able to answer this ques-
tion.

You could not swim so well as I can.

He had read this book before he started writing the essay.

What I had done was indeed a very serious blunder.
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I shall wait here until they come from the school.

Where we are going is not known to them.

They must do this whether they like it or not.

He who is seriously ill will take a long time to recover from the
disease.

We were served ice-cream after we had finished our dinner.

Unless the driver take the brake off, the car won’t move for-
ward.

She knows the place well because she used to live there.

Never before had he been asked to accept a bribe.

Having failed twice before, I didn’t want to try again in the
forthcoming exam.

I have every chance of success in my application for the ser-
vice.

You should be ashamed of yourself for lying to your teacher.

Whom did she refer to in her maiden speech?

Being pleased with the girl’s behaviour, I helped her coming
out from the danger.

Chapter – 19

On Importance of Sports

Firoz : Good afternoon, Kalyan. Where are you going now
being helter and skelter?

Kalyan : I’m going to the playground, Firoz. Kick-off is just
about to start. Come with me if you want.

Firoz : Thank you. Do you play football every afternoon?

Kalyan : No, not everyday. But whenever I can manage time,
I go to play in the field. I consider, playing keeps my body fit and
mind spirited. Are you fond of playing any game, Firoz?

Firoz : I’m too busy to manage time in the afternoon. To be
very honest with you, I am reluctant to play games in the field.
Instead, I like to watch football and cricket in TV. Though I feel the
importance of outdoor sports.

Kalyan : So, you know, games and sports are essential for
good health. Those who do not play any game they are bound to
suffer various diseases.

Firoz : You have rightly said. Since last year I have been suf-
fering in irritable bowel syndrome along with gastrodynia. I am
taking medicines under compulsion.

Kalyan : That’s why you should go to field at least twice a
week for outdoor games. If you can do this, your gastric dysfunc-
tions will surely be cured and your digestive system will be more
stronger for sure.

Firoz : So, you’re saying, I must play games to maintain my
physical and mental health.

EXERCISE – 38.

That very criminal case was (in / under) trial in the Highest
Court of the country.

I shall not sell this sculpture ............... 30 thousand rupees.
(bilow / under)

After so long time, I have got you (inside / within) my reach.

The ambulance arrived within minutes of the call ............ made.
(been / being)

Did you not (say / said) such harsh words to your sister?
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Kalyan : Yes, that’s why, sports and games are made compul-
sory for the school students. They learn discipline and the quality of
leadership through the spirit of sportsmanship.

Firoz : I also hold the same opinion. We are unanimous on this
point because the saying goes, ‘health is wealth’. Okey, I will give
up watching TV in the evening. Instead, I shall try to go to the field
for playing games.

Kalyan : Which game do you fond of playing?

Firoz : Certainly, cricket. Kalyan, I’ve to meet with my In-
come Tax Lawyer this evening. May I take leave of you?

Kalyan : Oh, sure! With great pleasure. I don’t want to hold
you back.

Firoz : Thank you for your kind advice. I shall certainly go to
the playground the day after tomorrow. See you there. Now enjoy
playing soccer. Bye.

Kalyan : Come you must the day after tomorrow. Bye.

     *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Kick-off - Helter and skelter - 

Instead - Under compulsion - 

Syndrome - Soccer - 

Lawyer - Unanimous - 

II. USE OF ‘SINCE’ :–
Since last year I’ve been suffering in Irritable Bowel Syn-

drome.

It is a fortnight since the holidays began in our school.

Five years have passed since my grandmother died.

Only half an hour has elapsed since my brother was assassi-
nated.

My sister has been learning French since April last.

III.  VARIOUS USES OF A SAME SENTENCE :–
I hold the same opinion with you.

I am at one with you.

We are unanimous on this point.

I’m of the same creed with you.

We are of the same faith on this point.

EXERCISE – 39.

Will they not apologize to you for that misdeed? (Apologize
=Meaning)

Shall you ever forget those days of nightmare? (Nightmare =
Meaning?)

................. you mind giving your book for some time? (Would
/ Should)

.............. I get a glass of cold water? (Can / May)

Can you speak English fluently and flowlessly? (Flowless =
Meaning?)

Should I (give / put) a little more sugar in your coffee?

Had you not been thinking so (many / much) for nothing?

Why are you making faces at us? (Make face at = Mean-
ing?)
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Chapter – 20

Conversation over Telephone

EXERCISE – I

Caller : Hello! Could I speak to Lalmohon, please?

You : May I know who is calling, please?

Caller : Mr. S. Kabiraj, his business partner, from Tollygunge.

You : Lalmohon is having his dinner in the downstairs. If you
could give me your mobile number, he will call you back after a
short while from now.

Caller : Thank you. Am I talking to his mother?

You : Yes, my son.

Caller : About something very urgent, I would like to talk to
him. Take my number, it is 99036-46289. Auntie, please inform him
about my calling. What about your health, Auntie?

You : I’m so so. I have been suffering in high blood sugar
since the end of 2008. Now, by God’s grace, it is to some extent
controlled.

Caller : Wish you a happy health, Auntie. One day soon, I
shall go to your place.

You : With great pleasure. May you live long and prosper, my
son.

Caller : Thank you, Auntie.

EXERCISE – II

Caller : Hello! May I talk to Arpita, please?

You : Hold on just a minute. I’m calling her. Who are you
calling, please?

Caller : My name is Bijan, her class-mate.

You : Oh, I’m sorry, she is not at home now. Possibly, she has
gone to her uncle’s house nearby.

Caller : Okey, no problem, could you please tell her Bijan called
and ask her to call me back on my mobile phone? She does know
my number.

You : Surely, I’ll tell her.

Caller : Thank you. Can you tell me whether she will go to
college today?

You : That I don’t know. Hold on please for a moment, she is
coming back home. Talk to her, I’m giving the line.

Caller : So kind of you. Thanks a lot.

You : Thank you.

EXERCISE – III

Caller : Good Evening! Can I talk to Dr. Bakshi?

You : Yes, speaking.

Caller : Have you returned back from you village home?

You : Yes, I had to go there all of a sudden. Since the day
before yesterday morning, I’ve once again started practising medi-
cine.

Caller : You have a roaring practice. Patients had to suffer for
your absence, I presume.

You : I’m extremely sorry for that. Inconveniences regrated.

Caller : No mention, Doctor. Come what may, I would like to
have an appointment fixed up with you. Would the day after tomor-
row around 7.30 p.m. be convenient?

You : Oh, I’m afraid it won’t be possible. I’m fully booked till
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the 2-nd proximo. Could you make it some time on Tuesday
fortnight?

Caller : It will be too late. The condition of my mother is not
stable.

You : I see, in that case, bring her in the evening tomorrow 6
p.m. sharp. Is it all right?

Caller : Yes, Doctor. Thank you. We shall turn up in time.

You : Your good name, please?

Caller : My name is Tanmoy Sengupta, Dr. Bakshi.

You : Okey, Mr. Sengupta. See you tomorrow.

Caller : Thank you very much, Doctor.

EXERCISE – IV

Caller : Hello! I’m Rabin. Could I speak to Mr. Dalmia?

You : Good morning, Rabin Dada. Mr. Dalmia is still sleeping
in a upstair room.

Caller : For something urgent, I’m calling.

You : Would you like me to call him at once?

Caller : If it is not too much trouble.

You : Just a munite. Hold on, please.

Dalmia : Hi, Mr. Rabin, What’s up?

Rabin : Good morning, Mr. Dalmia. Beg you pardon for dis-
turbing you. I would like to talk to you about something urgent.
When could I come and meet you?

Dalmia : I will be very busy till tomorrow night, Rabin. How
about the day after tomorrow?

Rabin : Oh, no, no, that day I’ve to go to Kolkata. Let’s make
it in coming Sunday. How about 6-7 p.m. in the evening?

Dalmia : All right, in Sunday evening. Make it 7 o’clock sharp,
if it is possible.

Rabin : Very many thanks, Mr. Dalmia. I must.

Dalmia : But, can’t you tell me over telephone? I’ve time to
listen now.

Rabin : No, Mr. Dalmia, I want to tell you in person. I’d rather
come on Sunday evening.

Dalmia : All right. No problem.

Rabin : Thank you.

EXERCISE – V

Caller : Good morning. I’d like to speak to Rina. Is she at
home now?

You : I’m afraid she isn’t in. She will be back home in the
evening. By the way, who should I say is calling?

Caller : I’m Taslima. I want to meet her in the evening.

You : The earliest you can meet her on around 7.30 p.m.

Caller : Why will she be so late?

You : She has to go to her uncle’s house on the way of her
coming home.

Caller : In that case, could I leave a message for her?

You : Certainly. I shall pass on the message as soon as she
comes in.

Caller : She brought my Phonetics book to make some notes.
If those notes are prepared, ask her to xerox those notes for me
and give my book back tomorrow in the college. I couldn’t some-
how go to college today.

You : Okey, I will tell her.

Caller : So kind of you.

You : Rest assured.

Caller : Thank you.
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EXERCISE – VI

You : Good morning, Kingfisher Airlines Office.

Caller : Hello! Could you please tell me if Flight No. KF-
7940 from Delhi is arriving on schedule time?

You : No, sorry. I’m afraid it will be arriving 25 minutes late.

Caller : How come it is arriving late, Madam?

You : In the early morning, runway visibility was poor due to
heavy fog. That’s why, it took-off 25 minutes late.

Caller : I’m concerned about my little kid. My wife is coming
from Delhi with my ailing daughter.

You : Airlines Authority always tries to give best service to
their esteemed customers.

Caller : Yet, I’m too much worried.

You : Inconveniences highly regreted, Sir.

Caller : Okey, Ma’m. Thank you.

EXERCISE –VII

Caller : Hello! Can I speak to Mr. Bajaj?

You : May I ask who is speaking? Am I talking to Mr. Sharma?

Caller : No, I’m Mr. Prakash Burman. Are you Mr. Bajaj?

You : Yes, but I can’t place you!

Caller : I wonder if you remember me, Mr. Bajaj! Once we
were colleagues in Indian Oil Corporation in 2004. I’m that Bur-
man. Can you bear me in mind?

You : Oh, what a surprise, Mr. Burman! How nice to hear
from you! How are you?

Caller : I’m fine by the grace of God. What about you, Mr.
Bajaj?

You : I’m so so. Where are you calling from?

Caller : I’m calling from Agra. Since 2005 I have been living
here with my family. Last week I went to Kolkata. There, at
Shyambazar, I met Mrs. Kalpana Parekh by chance. She gave me
your phone number. That’s how I have managed to get you.

You : You came to Kolkata. But why didn’t you call then? You
should’ve come to my place at Hindustan Park.

Caller : During Durga Puja, I’ve to go to Kolkata once again.
Then I shall try to meet you.

You : No trying. You must have to come to our house. I don’t
want to hear any excuse.

Caller : Okey, I promise I will go.

You : Very nice of you. Do call me off and on.

Caller : Oh, sure! Now I’ve to prepare for office. I will ring
you up at night. Bye, Mr. Bajaj.

You : Have a nice day. Good bye!

       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Dinner - Urgent - 

Inform - To some extent - 

Upstair-room - Inconvenience - 

Phonetics - Arrive - 

Visibility - Esteemed - 

Excuse - Colleague - 

II. USE OF WORDS FOR ‘ETIQUETTE’ :–
Could I speak to Lalmohon, please?
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May I know who is calling, please?

Can I talk to Dr. Bakshi?

May I ask who is speaking?

To whom am I speaking, please?

May I know who I’m talking to?

III. USE OF ‘SHOULD’VE’ :–
You should’ve come to my place at Hindustan Park.

They should’ve met me at my regional office.

She should’ve prepared more for higher ranking in Joint En-
trance Exam.

I should’ve informed the problem to my father earlier.

He should’ve given more care to his ailing mother.

EXERCISE – 40.

We had better not .......... to her house at all. (go / gone)

She could not any longer ............ crying. (help / helped)

He looks (as if / as though) he knows nothing about this mur-
der mystery.

Time hangs heavy (on / with) my hands. Soon I have to man-
age getting a part-time job.

The remark has touched me ...... the quick. (by / to)

This trick of .......... will be of no avail. (her / hers)

You had left me ........... the lurch several times. (by / in)

Don’t you (feel / fill) shame making free with another’s money?

Chapter – 21

Good English Speaking Tips

I hear you are giving up practising law.

I hear she is getting divorced soon.

I hear you are going abroad in the 6-th proximo.

I hear they are leaving from Kolkata day after tomorrow.

                              *       *       *

Please let me know if they need any help from my office.

Please let me know if I can help you lending money.

Please let me know if I can do anything for your problem.

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to your short-
age of fund.

                                 *       *       *

He is having his house repaired by a reputed mason.

She had had her house white-washed before it was let out
others.

The doctor had the patient examined by his stethoscope.

I got my blood-pressure checked up by our family physician.

My mother will have her blood-sugar tested day after tomor-
row.

Taniya will be having her urine tested around this time tomor-
row.

                              *       *       *

Could you possibly assist me to get this job done?

Could you possibly give me change for this 500 rupee note?

294 295



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Could you possibly help me to get out of danger?

Could you possibly do me a favour getting a leave of absence
from duty?

                                *       *       *

I wonder why she is so busy throughout the day.

I wonder if you bear me in mind.

I wonder where he had to go in so late at night.

I wonder what they want from my father.

I wonder if the weather is hot and sultry all around.

I wonder whose Phonetics book it is left in the class-room.

                                  *       *       *

How come you are doing every thing right?

How come he doesn’t come to the playground nowadays?

How come they aren’t at office this fortnight?

How come she has been studying overnight?

                                 *       *       *

I wish I were a bird.

I wish I had lots of money.

I wish I knew the driving.

I wish I had listened to my teacher’s counsel.

                                *       *       *

May I know who is calling?

May I ask who is speaking?

May I know who I’m talking to?

May I know who is speaking?

                               *       *       *

Thanks a lot indeed for your kind support.

Thank you so much for your generosity.

Thanks a million indeed for you substantial help.

Thank you very much for your advice.

                            *       *       *

Since her illness, she has been in bed.

Since they weren’t ready, I had to go alone.

Since our childhood, we have been good friends.

Since 4 o’clock in the afternoon, I have been watching cricket.

Since I have no good memory, I forgot all you said yesterday.

Since you know her well, you may request her for help.

                               *       *       *

I’m afraid I can’t attend the marriage ceremony.

I’m afraid I haven’t much money in my savings account.

I’m afraid we will miss the flight if you don’t hurry up.

I’m afraid my daughter hasn’t come back home yet.

                              *       *       *

What style of jewellery do you like to wear?

What type of jewellery would you like to purchase?

What sort of jewellery do you wish to buy?

What kind of jewellery would you like to gift?

                             *       *       *

Let me talk to her in person to solve the problem.

Let me give her a glass of cold water.

Let me get in touch with her to know the matter.

Let me help her to achieve the success.

                            *       *       *

Would you mind moving a little bit?

Would you mind if I closed the window?
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Would you mind opening the door?

Would you mind if I asked you the time?

                              *       *       *

That’s when I met her in the evening by chance.

That’s where I’m planning to go at once.

That’s why I’ve visited your office at night.

That’s what I told him day before yesterday.

EXERCISE – 41.

 Leave the place this ............. moment. (very / much)

Your brother is a hardcore criminal and once he was (catched
/ caught) red-handed.

My uncle has been suffering (by / in) brain cancer since Feb-
ruary last.

Nothing ............ of death can relieve him of his severe pain.
(long / short)

You had tried to hoodwink my sister. Had you taken her for a
fool? (Hoodwink = Meaning?)

Taking so much pain we have been able to make him (agree /
agreed).

He is (as / so) good as his word. He turmed up in the meeting
in time.

I do not know an iota of (eat / it). Where have you known
from?

I could not help ................. a word or two against them.
(speaking / spoken)

Chapter – 22

Good English Speaking Guide

USE OF ‘MANY’ AND ‘MUCH’

She made a good many friends in the college.

I went through as much from the English novel as I could
since last week.

You got a lot of greetings-cards, but I didn’t receive many from
my colleagues.

They have a lot of leasure-time but I haven’t much to enjoy
freely.

How many times a day do you take tea?

How much milk do you drink before going to bed?

We have had so many tasks needed to be done in the evening.

Much will depend on what the father of the daughter decides
for her wedding.

ANALYSIS OF CLAUSES

Nothing can explain the broadcasting of thought which I realised
when I had had a narrow escape from violent accident.

Among the many reasons which make me happy to have been
born in India, one is that I read R.N. Tagore in my mother tongue.

Those who look into practical life will find that luck favours
those who help themselves as success comes from hard work.
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USE OF TENSE IN CONDITIONAL SENTENCES

Unless you work harder, you will not qualify for Joint En-
trance Exam.

If I were a very rich man, I would help the poor and destitude.

Had I known you were ill, I would have visited your place in
the evening.

Were she to see us here in so late at night, she would be dumb-
founded out and out.

What would you have done if you had been assaulted by some
hooligans?

If only Rana had reached ten minutes earlier, he would have
caught the Mumbai-bound flight.

USE OF ‘SOME’ AND ‘ANY’

We had some reactions about the decision taken by the State
Committee.

Has there been any decision about the matter yet?

Could you send us some details about the process of applica-
tion?

If she has any serious problem, let him make me know to solve
the matter forthwith.

APPLICATION OF INDIRECT SPEECH

Radhika asked if I could lend her my English Grammer book.

I asked him whether he would follow me from now onwards.

The policemen inquired of the thief why he was stealing thus.

My teacher asked me what I should do when I left college
after complition of graduation.

The furious girl asked the teacher what her guilty was that he
had canned her so black and blue in front of the whole class.

The Police Commissioner inquired of his subordinates what
they would do if they were suddenty attacked by a terrorist outfit.

USE OF ‘TOO’ AND ‘ENOUGH’

She was too exhausted to talk with us freely

The seat was too hot to sit on in far into this midday.

Our English teacher spoke slowly enough for every student
to comprehend easily.

My daughter is too little to walk in the floor.

Her voice was too choaked to understand what she was talk-
ing.

We haven’t enough time to stay with you for nothing.

TRANSFORMATION OF SENTENCES

Notwithstanding several efforts with hard work and dedica-
tion, my son didn’t manage a good job.

Owing to ill-luck, my sister had had acute gastro-intestinal dis-
orders ahead of her annual exam.

Finding myself in great inconvenience due to short of fund, I
had to go to my friend for instant help.

Against the wishes of her parents, she left the college for good.

In spite of our dedicated team-wark in the field, we couldn’t
win the final match.
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USE OF ‘AS IF’ AND ‘AS THOUGH’

My friend behaves as if he owned the new Maruti car.

The informer talks as though he knew where the terrorists
were.

She orders me about as if I were her husband.

You’re talking about Paris as though you had been there your-
self.

His sister shows as if she passed the WBCS exam.

She looks as though she hadn’t had a good-night sleep for a
fortnight.

PARTICIPLE  CLAUSES  WITH  ADVERBIAL USE

Opening her eyes, my little kid started crying aloud.

Listening the bad news, I became flabbergasted for the time
being.

Having finished reading the novel, I returned it back to my
friend.

Having been invited to the wedding ceremony, I could hardly
refuse to go there at night.

Being angered cap-a-pie, she left the meeting-room forthwith.

Being obese, my friend’s mother couldn’t squeeze through the
opening in the door.

Chapter – 23

Dining Out at the Restaurant

Mr. Bose : Waiter! Please, come here.

Waiter : Good evening, Sir.

Mr. Bose : Good evening. May I have your menu card?

Waiter : Oh, sure. Here it is. What would you like to have,
Sir?

Mr. Bose : Let me keep an eye on it. Please, come after a
few minutes.

Waiter : Okey, Sir. Please call me if and when necessary. We
are always at your service.

Mr. Bose : Just a minute. You take down my order now.

Waiter : Yes, please. We have an exclusive Indian cuisine.

Mr. Bose : Bring one plate of rice-milk along with some salty
dish. Is mutton resala worth trying?

Waiter : Sure, Sir.

Mr. Bose : What sweet dishes do you have ready now?

Waiter : You can have only sweet pudding, Sir. All other
dishes are exhausted.

Mr. Bose : No problem. I’m fond of eating sweet pudding
very much. Give me a plate of mutton resala and sweet pudding.

Waiter : Anything else you like to have, Sir?

Mr. Bose : No, thanks. I’m used to eat less at night.

Waiter : Okey. Sir, what would you like to drink?
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Mr. Bose : I can’t tolerate cold drinks like Pepsi, Coca-Cola,
Sprite, etc. May I have a glass of lemon-beverage? It helps diges-
tion easily.

Waiter : Yes, Sir. In a few minutes I’m coming with all these.

Mr. Bose : Thank you. Please, don’t delay as I’ve an ap-
pointment at 9 p.m. sharp. Waiter, please bring a glass of cold wa-
ter first.

Waiter : Sir, here is all you ordered.

Mr. Bose : Any pickle do you have?

Waiter : Sorry, Sir. I can serve you sour curd.

Mr. Bose : No, thanks. Rather you bring a pinch of salt.

[ Having finished eating, Mr. Bose calls out ]

Mr. Bose : Waiter, bring the bill, please. Come soon, I’m get-
ting late.

Waiter : Here is your bill, Sir. Two-hundred and thirty rupees
only.

Mr. Bose : Take this 500 rupee note.

Waiter : This is your balance, Sir.

Mr. Bose : Foods were delicious. And thank you for prompt
and nice service. Please keep this tip.

Waiter : Do come again. Thank you, Sir.

      *       *       *       *       *       *       *

     
 EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Cuisine - Keep an eye on - 

Salty-dish - Rice-milk - 

Beverage - Sweet-pudding - 

Pickle - Sour-curd - 

Delicious - Tip - 

II.  USE OF ‘MAY’ :–
May I have your menu card?

She may have lost her pen in the school.

May you come to my house if you can find time?

What you are saying may be true.

May I go home now, Sir?

May her soul rest in peace at heaven.

I may not go to office tomorrow.

May I ask you for doing me a favour?

III.  USE OF ‘HAVE’ :–
You can have only sweet pudding, Sir.

Do you have your teeth cleaned every morning?

My father was talking about having central cooling system
put in the house.

We are having a get-together party day after tomorrow.

How many Physics lessons do you have a fortnight?

While I was having my hair cut, my cycle was stolen in front of
the saloon.
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Chapter  – 24

Opening the
Savings Account in a Bank

Clerk : Yes, please, be sitted. How can I help you, Madam?

Mrs. Roy : Thank you. I would like to open an account. What
are the procedures?

Clerk : Could you please come upstairs and talk to our Assis-
tant Manager?

Mrs. Roy : Where does he sit in the upper storey?

Clerk : He is sitting there in his room next to the third cabin.
You may ask the gate keeper.

Mrs. Roy : May I come in, please?

Assit. Manager : With pleasure, Ma’m. Please, come inside.
What can I do for you?

Mrs. Roy : I’m Mrs. Arati Roy. Could you please help me to
open an account?

Assit. Manager : Oh, yes, my pleasure. Glad to meet you,
Ma’m. May I know what kind of account do you wish to open?

Mrs. Roy : I would like to open a savings account.

Assit. Manager : Do you want to open it jointly with your
husband or a single account?

Mrs. Roy : A single account, please.

Assit. Manager : Here is the application form. Since you’re
not known to us, we would like somebody to introduce you to us.
Please, get this form introduced by a person who already has an
account in our bank.

Mrs. Roy : With how much amount of money can I open the
account?

Assit. Manager : With a minimum amount of only Rs.2000
you can open the Savings Account. Ma’m,would you like to have
a cheque-book facility right from the begining?

Mrs. Roy : Yes, certainly.

Assit. Manager : You have to deposit, in that case, a mini-
mum of Rs.3000 and you should also keep a minimum balance of
Rs.3000 always in your account. There is a notice to that effect on
the downstair notice-board.

Mrs. Roy : Yes, I’ve read it there. I shall come day after
tomorrow having filled up this form after getting the necessary re-
quirements.

Assit. Manager : You’re at any time welcome, Ma’m.

Mrs. Roy : Thank you for all these help. Nice to meet you,
Sir.

Assit. Manager : It’s my pleasure. Thanks for your visit.
Have a good day, Ma’m.

    *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Procedure - Upstairs - 

Deposit - Requirement - 

Downstairs - Facility - 

II. USE OF ‘GET’:–
Please, get this form introduced by a person.
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Mind you get this job done by tomorrow evening.

How are you getting on in your medical profession?

Get ready at once, else we will miss the train.

Somehow I got through that danger by the grace of God.

My wife cannot get along with my mother.

Why did you get off the train in Bandel?

The higher authority got the officer away from the post for his
alleged misconduct.

III. USE OF ‘ONLY’ AN ADVERB OF VARRIBLE POSI-
TIONS :–

With a minimum amount of only Rs.2000, you can open the
Savings Account.

Only I rang my father up at his office. (means, no one else
of my family rang him up.)

I only rang my father up at his office. (means, except ring-
ing up, I did nothing.)

I rang only my father up at his office. (means, I didn’t ring
up anyone else’s father.)

I rang my father up only at his office. (means, I did ring up
nowhere else.)

EXERCISE – 42.

You have played ducks and drakes with my money. Some day
I shall make things (to / too) hot for you.

Would that I had the inkling of it beforehand, I didn’t (late /
let) her go to meet that boy.

Don’t kick .......... a row about that problem. (down / up)

Chapter – 25

On Controlling
Environmental Pollution

Journalist : Sir, are you happy with this ongoing controversy?

Company Spokesman : Certainly not. We’re not contented
for this fiasco.

Journalist : What has the Pollution Control Board rejected?

Company Spokesman : Stage I clearance has been with-
drawn which was granted earlier for operation of projects. Be-
sides, it has rejected to issue Stage II clearance.

Journalist : Does it mean the entire project has to be stopped?

Company Spokesman : Yes, for the nonce, we have to stop
all works. No operation can take place without the clearance of the
environment dept.

Journalist : Was Stage II clearance necessary and crucial?
And why?

Company Spokesman : All related operations depend on the
stage II clearance. As of now, no work is being taken place as we
were waiting for final clearance. That would have helped our com-
pany to expand the capacity of its plant from 3 million tonnes to 7
million tonnes.

Journalist : What are the accusations against you by the au-
thority?

Company Spokesman : They have accused the company of
encroaching on forest land and also said that our raw-material sup-
pliers did not have the necessary clearance certificates.
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Journalist : What are the main grounds on which the clear-
ance has been rejected this time?

Company spokesman : According to them, our operation
would adversely impact the local ecology and the life of the local
residents. They have also accused the company of violeting forest
and environment laws.

Journalism : Where is the project located?

Company Spokesman : The project is located at Kalna in
Burdwan district of West Bengal. The transport facility is very
good as it is located beside the National Highway.

Journalist : Why are the local people against the project?

Company Spokesman : The local residents apprehend that
our project would distroy the environmental balance of the sur-
rounding areas. Some political leaders having vested interests are
instigating them.

Journalist : Who spearheaded the campaign against the
project?

Company Spokesman : Several campaigners, including
Probodh Bagchi and environment protection activist Sujoy Dutta,
threw their weight behind the movement. The campaign against
the project was launched by the Regional Green Peace Founda-
tion since it’s inception.The issue was also taken up by Evergreen
International.

Journalist : What is your company’s defence?

Company Spokesman : We have not violeted any law and
have been following the Supreme Court guidelines. The company
was supposed to deposit 25 lac rupees or 8 percent of its profit
annually for the periphery development in the project area including
welfare of local trible residents. For ought I know, we have already
deposited 18 lac rupees for that purpose.

Journalist : What will your company do now?

Company Spokesman : Since the controversy relates to a
big group like us, this is bound to hit the investment climate across
the State. But, legal options are always available as any govern-
ment decision can be challenged in a court of law. We are, so, now
thinking of legal options.

Journalist : Thank you, Sir, for your valued comments.

Company Spokesman : Thank you. Good day.

      *       *       *       *       *       *       *
      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–
Controversy - Contented - 

Environment - Clearance - 

Million - Encroach - 

Fiasco - Destroy - 

Instigate - Campaign - 

Tribal - Inception - 

For the nonce - Ecology - 

II. USE OF ‘WOULD’ :–
Our operation would adversely impact the local ecology.

My father would take a cup of brewed coffee at 6.30 a.m. in
the winter mornings.

Would you mind taking a little hardship for us?
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You could eat some more sweemeats if you would.

Would you please let me get out from here?

That would’ve helped our company to expand the capacity.

Had they asked me, I would’ve told the names of all the
culprits.

You would’ve requested your manager for granting your
leave.

III. USE OF ‘BEING’ :–
No work is being taken place as of now.

What is being done for the local backward tribals?

Being so much contented, he gave me a reward.

I was being treated in a good nursing-home under supervi-
sion of a Consultant Psychiatrist.

IV.  SPECIAL USE OF ‘AGAINST’ :–
Why are the local people against the project?

Having leaned against a pillar, she was talking with us.

We use winter garments against the bitting cold.

Students were cautioned against coming late in the school.

Chapter – 26

                A Conversation
Between Teacher and a Guardian

Teacher : Good afternoon, Mr.Banerjee? Where had you come
here?

Guardian : Good afternoon, Sir. I came to meet with the Head-
master.

Teacher : What happened? You look to be perplexed in mind,
what’s up?

Guardian : Woe is me! My daughter has failed the annual
examination this year. I don’t understand what to do with the girl.
I’m out and out disappointed, Sir.

Teacher : As far as I know her, she is a good girl having no
bad association. She once told me she suffered several times in
hepato-cellular jaudice this season. Which is why, I think, she
couldn’t able to study well.

Guardian : In spite of that she did neglect her studies. She
was cautioned against failure in the exam. But who cares?

Teacher : There were so many other causes because of what
she had failed.

Guardian : Do you want to blame me as her parent?

Teacher : I know, you’re vigilant about her studies. But, un-
fortunately, most of the parents are not seriously alert regarding
this.

Guardian : So, what are other factors for her failure?

Teacher : Nowadays, the atmosphere of the schools is not
conducive for teaching and learning. Politics has vitiated the ambi-
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ence of schools and colleges across the land. That’s why students
are to go to take private tuition in almost all subjects.

Guardian : Yes Sir, I hold the same openion. Methinks, the
higher authority must have to do something worthwhile to keep
schools away from politics. Because, political interference is detri-
mental for students about their vested interests.

Teacher : I’m at one with you, Mr. Banerjee. Also, at present,
teachers are getting very good salaries in comparison with other
professions.

Guardian : Yet, students are being compelled to take private
tuitions.

Teacher : It’s a great shame. Also, most of the schools have
no good library facility. That’s why, the standard of education is
steadily decreasing day by day.

Guardian : Come what may, Sir! Now what should I do with
my daughter?

Teacher : Nothing is wrong with her. Rather insist her to work
hard so that she can come out with very good results in the coming
years. Please, don’t scold her at home rudely.

Guardian : Thank you for your kind counsel, Sir. Good bye.

        *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

       EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Perplexed - Disappointed - 

Neglect - Blame - 

Vigilant -                       Conducive - 

Salary - Politics - 

Vested interest - Scold - 

II.  USE OF SOME ‘IDIOMS’ :–
In spite of that she did neglect her studies.

Always try to keep bad company at arms length.

Do not play ducks and drakes with the love of your sweet-
heart.

His death is knocking at the door as he is seriously ill.

Why do they fight shy of my daughter?

The price-rise of essential commodities is a burning question
nowadays.

I’m in a fix and need your wise counsel.

Why are you running short of funds in this month?

III. USE OF SOME ‘EMOTIONAL EXPRESSIONS’ :–
Come what may, Sir!

Can you not brook any delay, my sweet love?

Dear me, you too have come for help!

Alas! Was this in store for her!

EXERCISE – 43.

Your objection did not hold good. The authority did throw away
the scabbard. (Scabbard = Meaning?)

It was all I could do not to laugh seeing the full measure in your
hypocrisy. (Hypocrisy = Meaning?)

Once in a while I take wine. I’m always conscious looking to
my laurels. (Laurel = Meaning?)

I’m always ready to go through (fair / fire) and water for your
sake.
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Chapter – 27

Guide to Good English
 Practical Conversation

1.
‘Fairly’ is used with a pleasant idea.

‘Rather’ is used with a negative idea.

The students hope the English questions will be fairly easy.

She did know most of the answers fairly well.

I’ve got a rather congestive headache.

He looks rather exhausted out and out.

2.
‘Needn’t have done’ – it was not necessary to do but it

was done.

‘Didn’t need to’ – it was not necessary to do and it was
not done probably.

You needn’t have hired a auto-rickshaw ; we could have given
you a lift.

She needn’t have bought that English novel ; I could’ve lent
her mine.

We didn’t need to buy tickets because we had managed some
free passes.

The day before yesterday was a holiday, so I didn’t need to go
to the school that day.

3.
‘Still’ presents the continuance of some activity from

the past into the present.

‘Yet’ denotes the present situation in relation to the fu-
ture.

We still consider that what we said was justified.

Is you sister still out of home in so late at night?

The Salt Lake bound bus is not due yet.

I have not yet satisfied listening your answer.

4.
‘To be’ – is used with the infinitive to express a plan.

‘To be’ with the perfect infinitive – is used for an unful-
filled plan.

They were to go on a picnic yesterday. (It was planned to go
on a picnic yesterday. But it does not tell us whether the plan
was carried out or not).

The class was to start at 11.30 p.m.

My sister is to be married next month.

They were to have gone on a picnic yesterday. (It was planned
to go on a picnic yesterday. But they didn’t go).

I was to have visited my doctor but the appointment was put
off.

My father was to have flown to Delhi this afternoon, but the
flight was cancelled because of bad weather.
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5.

‘If only’– expresses regret with past perfect tense.

I have been suffering in jaundice. If only I had gone to the
doctor earlier! (But I’m sorry I did not go.)

If only he had driven more carefully!

If only you’ve applied for the post!

6.
‘Seem to’ – is equivalent to ‘appear to be’.

You seem to be quite happy tonight.

This encyclopaedia seems to be very informative.

What seems easy to some students seems difficult to others.

7.
‘But for’ – is used instead of ‘except for’.

But for your help, I couln’t have succeeded in life.

We would have had a pleasant time in afternoon, but for the
rain.

But for their support, we couldn’t have celebrated the victory
with colours flying.

8.
‘Let alone’ – is used ‘to say nothing of’.

I can scarely afford to buy a cycle, let alone a four-wheeler.

She cannot write English correctly, let alone speak fluently.

We are struggling to meet both ends, let alone buying cosmet-
ics and jewellary.

9.
SOME GUIDING TIPS :–
We shall return back in a week or so.

My brother managed somehow or other to pay off his debts.

She had some real grief ; else she wouldn’t weep as she does.

We must trust him, since he is speaking in earnest.

But for your help (= except through your help), they would
have been ruined.

If she were to see me, she would know me at once.

We do not doubt but that she is unwell. (= we do not doubt
anything against the fact that she is unwell).

Her general health is none too good.

I wish I had succeeded in the exam. (This implies that I did
not succeed).

The darkness prevented me for seeing the obstruction.

10.
SOME MORE GUIDING TIPS :–
Keep turning the steering till I tell you to stop.

My sister lost her hand-bag and her purse, too.

Taniya has not found her hand-bag or her purse, either.

We arrived early so as to get a good seat.

That all depends on whom you ask.

Mr. David had not been used to such a hot climate.

We will never have that person in our house again.
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Chapter – 28

On How You
Spent Last Durga Puja

Tarak : Good moning, Palash! You are here? What for?

Palash : Good morning. Since long time we are meeting. By
the bye, I telephoned you last Friday. Did you not at home?

Tarak : No, I was not at home last week. But why did you call
me?

Palash : Some of my friends planned to go to Kolkata for
visiting Pandals on Navami night. Had you stayed at home, we
would’ve taken you with us.

Tarak : But, long ago, I decided to spend my Durga Puja
holidays at my maternal uncle’s house at Krishnanagar. The day
after Mahalaya I went there and I’ve returned back just last
evening.

Palash : But you didn’t tell me anything about your plan. Any-
way, did you go alone? Or, who did you go with?

Tarak : No I had to go alone. Because, the WBCS exam. of
my  elder sister is approaching nearer. She didn’t agree to go with
me.

Palash : Then who did you go to see Puja Pandals with?

Tarak : My maternal uncle’s daughter and some of her good
friends accompanied with me. We loitered several Puja Pandals
in the city. Pandals were having artistic works with aesthetic val-
ues. The idols of Goddess Durga and her family were superb and
pleasing to look at.

Palash : Hearsay that lighting at Krishnanagar is very at-
tractive and captivating.

Tarak : Yes, very enchanting. We enjoyed the evening very
much. Besides watching Pandals and Idols, we ate so many good
dishes.

Palash : So, I’m sure you had a very nice time with all of
them.

Tarak : Oh, yes, we all had a very enjoyable evenings there.
And how had you spent your Puja holidays?

Palash : I went to see Puja Pandals to South Kolkata with
some of my best friends. During Navami night, we hired a Tata
Sumo and visited pandals overnight with great pleasure.

Tarak : Okey, Palash, I’ve to go for maketing. I’m getting
late. Meet you in the evening at the club-house. Are you not com-
ing?

Palash : Yes, see you in the evening. Have a good day.

Tarak : Same to you. Good bye.

    *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

     EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Spend - Loiter - 

Aesthetic - Captivating - 

Enchanting - Hire - 

Idol - Attractive - 

Nice - Hearsay - 

II. USE OF SOME IMPORTANT ‘CORRELATIVES’ :–

Had you stayed at home, we would’ve taken you with us.
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If you had stayed at home, we would’ve taken you with us.

Such was her bad-luck that she had to lose her husband who
was suffering in cancer.

Not only I, but also all other Muslims, consider Mahammed as
their prophet.

I have none else than my mother to call my own.

Neither I nor my brother is to blame for this.

Had she hardly entered the room when she felt giddy.

But for your help, I would’ve fallen into great obstacle.

Madhuri is not such a beautiful woman as she seems to be.

For all her merits, Malini couldn’t be able to qualify for JEE.

III. USE OF ‘WHO WITH’ :–
Who did you go to see Puja Pandals with?

Who will I play with far into this midday?

Who had you to go with in the school yesterday?

Who can I make love with having physical relations?

Who are you quarreling with so late at night?

Who was she talking with over telephone?

EXERCISE – 44.

Can you say in keeping with the ................ of your conscience
that you didn’t tell lies? (dictate / dictates)

............. aught I know, the man was tied to the apron-strings.
(By / For)

He gives everything to his wife for the (asking /askance).

I do not care a (brass / brush) farthing for you.

Chapter – 29

A Conversation
 Between Mother and Son

Mother : My goodness! It is already 8 a.m. Hameed, get up
from bed, my son!

Hameed : Good Morning, Mummy! Please, let me lie pros-
trate more for a while.

Mother : No, no, my son! You’re already getting late for your
college. Get up at once, else you’ll be late.

Hameed : Oh! Mummy, you’re getting worried for nothing.

Mother : Will you not go to college today, ah?

Hameed : Yes. But my first and second periods are off today.
English Drama and Phonology teachers will not come today as
has been informed.

Mother : Don’t make excuses, my son! Still, it is already 8
a.m.! Now I can no longer allow you to sleep.

Hameed : Okey, I’m going to bathroom for brushing my teeth
and washing my face. Keep something ready to eat, Mummy. I’m
so afflicted with hunger. I’m coming back at once from washroom.

Mother : Don’t worry, Hamu! By that time, I shall prepare
your short commons.

[ Having come out from washroom, Hameed says... ]

Hameed : Is breakfast ready and served, Mummy?

Mother : Very nice boy, here is your breakfast.
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Hameed : Thank you, Mummy.

Mother : But don’t forget to drink your whey, my son! You’re
having so forgetful mind!

Hameed : Rest assured!

Mother : By the way, shall I ask you a question? Please,
don’t hide me.

Hameed : I swear I will tell you what is what.

Mother : Have you started smoking cigarettes nowadays?
Your bosom friend Amir had told me once. Is it true?

Hameed : Yes, Mummy. But I’ve already given up smoking.
I’m very sorry,  Mummy. I do promise I shall never try it in future.You
can trust me.

Mother : Yes, my son, you know, cigarette smoking is injuri-
ous for health. It is conducive to oral and lungs carcinoma. So,
for the love of me, don’t smoke in future.

Hameed : I’m giving you words. Believe me.

Mother : Okey, get ready for college. I’m bringing your tiffin-
box from the kitchen in a minute.

Hameed : In the meantime, let me dress up quickly. Please,
bring my mobile-phone from the upstairs.

Mother : Okey, I shall go and come.

        *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Lie Prostrate - Phonology - 

Short commons - Drama - 

Injurious - Whey - 

Swear - Carcinoma - 

II. IDIOMATIC USE OF ‘HAVE’ :–

Have you started smoking cigarettes nowadays?

She had her dinner before I came back home.

My mother had a severe bodyache last evening.

Always have this in mind that you’ve to secceed at any cost.

Okey, have it in your own method but with due precaution.

Why have you had your supper so early?

Sachin Tendulkar has no equal in cricket.

My sister has had jaundice since Friday last.

I had to burn midnight oil ahead of annual examination.

Have I to go at once to bring the blood?

III.  IDIOMATIC USE OF ‘GET’ :–

Okey, get ready for college.

Will you be able to get the poem by heart?

They will get in the station in due time.

I had to get off the train at Dumdum station.

We started walking alongside the road after getting out of the
car.

Hameed, get up from bed, my son!

Can you get about as much as you used to do before your
accident?

Why couldn’t you get through the examination this year?

Though the situation is tense, but it is gradually getting back to
normalcy.

How did you get over your depressive mood syndrome?
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Chapter – 30

On Vandalism
after Accident Refusal Charge

Journalist : When has the accident occurred?

Local Resident : The accident took place around 7.50 a.m.
after a north-bound public bus carrying around 45-odd passengers
collided with a heavy-duty lorry.

Journalist : What did you see then? What were you doing
there at that point of time?

Local Resident : I was waiting there along-side the road for
crossing over.

Journalist : Then what happened?

Local Resident : Some of the passengers were flung off the
bus on impact and fell on the road. Two people died on the spot,
while several others succumbed to injuries on the way to a nearby
nursing-home, a four-minute drive from the accident site.

Journalist : But why was the Healthcare Institute vandalised
thus? Did you go there? Had you seen anything?

Local Resident : Yes. Hearsay that the nursing-home had
turned away some critically injured road accident victims. The nurs-
ing-home not only suffered extensive damage in the morning at-
tack, but also it’s stuffs were assaulted with rods and scalpels by a
furious mob.

Journalist : Could you describe anything about the rampage?

Local Resident : The mob had damaged medical and office
equipments including computers. A part of the canteen was set
ablaze. The siege continued till noon by which time the ground floors

of the healthcare institute was litered with shards of glass and
broken furnitures.

Journalist : Were the already admitted patients spared by the
furious mob?

Local Resident : The nursing-home staff locked the collaps-
ible gates at the foot of the first-floor staircase. For which, the
patients in the wards and cabins on the top three floors were spared
the mob fury.

Journalist : What is the nursing-home authority saying?

Local Resident : A statement from the nursing-home said
property worth over 5 lacs was damaged. They also contested all
the allegations against them saying that they didn’t demand any
deposit. They maintained that they didn’t violete the humanitarian
code that makes it mandatory for a nursing-home or hospital to
treat emergency patients without demanding a monetary deposit.

Journalist : Then why was nursing-home vandalised?

Local Resident : After the accident, there was a large crowd
outside the nursing-home gates. Suddenly, someone shouted that
the nursing-home had refused to treat accident victims and the mob
went berserk.

Journalist : When did police come and what have the police
authorities said?

Local Resident : The first police team arrived only around
8.50 a.m., almost an hour after the vandalism started.

Journalist : Was the Police Station far away from the site?

Local Resident : No, it was barely one and half Km. away
from the nursing-home. It was only after reinforcements arrived
and the police fired ten rounds in the air to disperse the mob. Later,
a senior police officer said, I have sought a report from my team-
mates. I can’t make any comment before I receive it. But, going by
the preliminary informations we have received, it seems that there
was negligence on the part of the nursing-home. We are starting a
case.
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Journalist : What was the real cause behind the rampage?
Could you please give me some hints?

Local Resident : The vandals were residents of tenements in
the  vicinity of the nursing-home. For ought we know, people of the
area had long held a grudge against the nursing-home. Today they
have got the chance to get back.

Journalist : Has police arrested anyone?

Local Resident : Nobody, as far as we know, has been ar-
rested till this evening.

Journalist : Thank you, Sir, for your information.

Local Resident : Thanks.

     *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Collide - Flung off - 

Rampage - Go berserk - 

Tenement - Liter - 

Shards - Grudge - 

Negligence - Succumb - 

Vandalism - Siege - 

II.  SPECIAL USES OF ‘GO’ :–
The nursing-home had refused to treat accident victims and

the mob went berserk.

How have you gone broke in spite of having your good salary?

I can swim half an hour at one go-off.

Stop your rigmarole and let it go at that.

You should not go too far in this litigation.

When had you bought this go-cart for your small kid?

We are following the go-slow policy to get him punished.

I’m on the go at my Coporate Office since this morning.

III. USE OF ‘PASSIVE VOICE’ :–
The stuffs were assaulted with rods and scalpels by a furious

mob.

The ground-floor of the healthcare institute was litered with
shards of glass.

The property worth over 5 lacs was damaged by the vandals.

EXERCISE – 45.

Why are you giving vent to angry feelings (to / upon) me for
nothing?

This fact soon has gained currency that our Prime Minister
has been assassinated a few hours (ago / before).

Don’t be cowed by danger. Rather pen a strong ............. to
the appropriate authority. (later / letter)

I know the (in and out / ins and outs) of her character. Her
very sight makes my blood boil.

Can you not brook any delay? Let me listen what they are
(said / saying).

He has become arrogant enough to bring about his own down-
fall. (Arrogant = Meaning?)

You had tried to put the cart (before / behind) the horse.
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PART - III

Module – 1

            On Unemployment

Problems in India and its Solutions

    [ A Group Discussion among College Students.]

Barun : All of you, silence please. And pay heed to me. How
many of you are agreed with me that unemployment is a pure waste
of manpower?

Tanmoy : Yes, I entirely agree with you, Barun. Methinks, it
also leads to poverty and socio-economic restlessness in the coun-
try.

Nasir : May I make one more point here, Tanmoy?

Tanmoy : Yes, please. With pleasure.

Nasir : As a student of Economics, I can say that slow rate of
economic growth is bound to happen due to unemployment.

Radhika : Hold on, hold on. To be very honest with you, I’ve
not clearly understood your point, Nasir. I think, many unemployed
youth are leading astray resorting to anti-social and destructive ac-
tivities.

Tanmoy : Yes, she has rightly said. They are doing smuglling,
they are selling narcotics and so on.

Dipankar : That is right, Tanmoy. But as you have no job, you
can’t engage in anti-social activities. I understand that immediate
solution is necessary for unemployment problem as the consequences
of unemployment are dangerous leading to destabilisation of the
nation.
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Radhika : You see, crime rate is increasing in the society.
Also, the health standards of the people are getting deteriorated
alarmingly. How can a person seek medical help for his ailment as
he has no income at all? How can he afford to pay the doctor’s
consultation fee and buy the prescribed medicines? I am afraid
I’ve not put accross my thoughts clearly.

Barun : No no, Radhika, your logic is quite clear. And I fully
endorse your view. Those who are struggling hard to get a square
meal, how can they think of maintaining their general health and
hygiene?

Nasir : Well, let’s discuss the various factors that are respon-
sible for unemployment in India. Please, let it be clockwise, friends.

Barun : Well, friends, I have no objection to open the discus-
sion if you all want me to do so.

Dipankar : Yes, please, go ahead, Barun.
Barun : I think, rapid growth of population is one of the major

causes of unemployment. The seasonal lay-off in the agricultural
sector is also an important cause.

Tanmoy : There are also many other factors. Friends, in my
view, the subject given to us for discussion needs to be looked into
afresh. Great technological changes are taking place in the auto-
mated  industries which is causing unemployment across the coun-
try. Nasir, you say something from the economic point of view.

Nasir : Yes, due to lack of adequate skills by the workers and
due to fluctuation in the economy are causing severe unemploy-
ment problems.

Radhika : I can only add one more point in this regard. Em-
ployment opportunities, you know, are shrinking day by day.

Dipankar : Yes, that is right. In our educational system, proper
emphasis is not given on vocational training causing the problem
more serious. The problem has been worsened by introduction of
privatisation of Public Sector Undertakings. The introduction of
Voluntary Retirement Scheme in the Public Sectors is also one of
the major causes of it.

Tanmoy : Thank you, Dipankar, for your prudence. We have
already used up a lot of time discussing the causes of unemploy-
ment. Now, we can discuss about its solutions.

Barun : I agree, it is a good idea. Hope all of you feel the
same way, friends. This time I don’t want to speek first. I want
time to ponder and gather my ideas. Rather, I want to speak last.

Radhika : All right, friends, I’m trying to make my points.
Though the government has launched various programmes to pro-
vide jobs to the unemployed, other measures should also be adopted
side by side. Why shouldn’t vocational education be given impor-
tance? Fundamental changes in the present system of education
should be made as early as possible making it more job-oriented.

Dipankar : Also, I feel, the government should arrest the prob-
lem of migration from the rural areas to urban areas. It should en-
courage the agriculture-based industries making large-scale poli-
cies towards the encouragement of massive irrigation development
programmes in the rural areas.

Nasir : Yes, certainly. Now, lend me your ears, friends. Great
emphasis should be given on self-employment facilitating loans for
budding entrepreneurs by the government. It should help them start-
ing their own business successfully providing substantial training.

Radhika : Yes, you’ve put forth an important point. The future
of the nation lies in the hands of the educated youth. So, this issue
must be dealt with utmost care.

Tanmoy : Okey. But, personally, I would like to go by the
majority of the people. Only I want to add a new point. We have to
achieve higher economic growth for greater employment opportu-
nities in the nation. I’ve nothing to say more. Now, we all are wait-
ing to hear your views, Barun.

Nasir : Yes, Barun, what is your take on the solutions of un-
employment problems?

Barun : Methinks, our government must expand its liberalisation
policy encouraging foreign companies to start their business in the
country. By this way, employment opportunities will be increased
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gradually. Friends, I was the last one to speak. We will discuss
about it later on. Let’s now go to the canteen for having tiffins.
Thank you all.

   *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Pay heed to - Restlessness - 

Narcotics - Unemployment - 

Deteriorate - Afford - 

Endorse - Hygiene - 

Migration -  Emphasis - 

Entrepreneurs - Irrigation - 

Prudence - Vocational - 

II. USE OF ‘PHRASAL VERBS’ :–

You’ve put forth an important point.

Jinia looked round to search her friends.

Why did you set aside my gifts?

Modern Physics will bring forth a new standard of living.

The furious mob was carried away to the opposite side of the
road.

A tigar fell upon the running deer in the forest.

The IFA President gave away the prize to the winning football
team.

Why are you holding back your problem from me?

Lay aside your toys while reading.

My daughter bore away the first prize.

How dare you turn down my order!

Who will look after my children during my absence?

How can I let you through this personal lane ?

The cinema show will give over at 7 p.m. in the evening.

EXERCISE – 46.

Mind that we are all (ear / ears) to what you do.

We are no (much / more) to be deluded by your crocodile
tears.

He is putting me ............. from day to day. How can I get rid
of him? (of / off)

I have not even (hard / heard) of him, not to speak of seeing.

She was biding her time to pay ........... old scores. (of / off)

Having ............. the hang of your argument, I tried to finish
the work at concert pitch. (get / got)

The girl has been leading her wooer (by / with) the nose.

The sailor has held on the oar like grim death ............. tempest
in the mid-ocean. (during / while)

Why are you making the ........... fly with your nose in the air?
(far / fur)

My daughter is ................ herself with joy having got the new
toys. (beside / besides)

Having listened your jokes, I’m splitting my sides with (laugh-
ter / laughing).

Why have you kept your lady-love at (arm / arm’s) length so
long?

Why have you come to me in the (fool / full) dusk?
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Module – 2

               On Superstition

           and Modern Science

   
 [ A  Group  Discussion among  Octogenarians.]

Mr. Roy : Hope all of you know the topic of the day. Let us
start. We can began with anyone who is ready to speak first.

Mrs. Dasgupta : Well, I would like to be the first speaker. All
civilized nations have their respective irrational beliefs in super-
natural agency.

Mr. Roy : But, Mrs. Dasgupta, beliefs in supernatural spirits,
ghosts and witchcraft are all-pervading.

Mr. Hazra : Although advancement of modern science is be-
ing made rapidly, we have not yet been able to cast off these super-
stitions. What is your opinion, Mr. Hasan? You know, modern sci-
ence always does oppose superstition and vice versa but.....but in
human behaviour both have their strong existence since long ago.

Mr. Hasan : Yes, these are the legacy of almost every
civilisation and the succeding generations get those as heir. Isn’t so
Mrs. Dasgupta?

Mrs. Dasgupta : Thanks, Mr. Hasan, for the honour extended
to me. It is my pleasure to participate in the discussion. I think, time
has come to broden our outlook and we should in no way follow the
superstitions blindly. Though we know that some beliefs are univer-
sal which are accepted across the globe.

Mr. Roy : But, Mrs. Dasgupta, I heard, you would’ve be-
lieved in the power of amulets, wouldn’t you?

Mrs. Dasgupta : Mr. Roy, we do not have time for alterca-

tion. Are you not afraid of ill-omens? These are called regional
beliefs which are the part of our religious culture. Please do not
take things personally.

Mr. Hasan : Just a second. Kindly allow me to intervene and
make a new point.

Mrs. Dasgupta : Yes, sure. The rest of us in the group want
to know your views.

Mr. Hasan : Thank you. Kindly bear with me for a minute.
People also have some personal beliefs. Some like to use a particu-
lar pen during exams for getting good results. The number 13 is
believed to be unlucky in the Western Countries.

Mr. Hazra : Now, science has started an uninterrupted jour-
ney to eradicate ignorant beliefs from all aspects of human life. In
the ideological rivalry between science and superstitions, I’m al-
ways in favour of modern science. What about you, Mr. Roy?

Mr. Roy : Sorry, I don’t want to speak so soon. Let my turn
come last.

Mrs. Dasgupta : All of us should have the modern approach
to deal with odd beliefs in the scientific way.

Mr. Hasan : Many people, because of ignorance of modern
science, accept a number of superstitions positively.

Mr. Hazra : Sometimes the explanations of science are not
sufficient enough to cope up with  irrational beliefs. Still, we should
look for scientific reason behind every supersitition. What is your
take in this regard, Mr. Roy?

Mr. Roy : Please, excuse me, for my inability. I wish to apolo-
gize to all of you as I cannot explain my views. Is co-existence of
truth and faith possible in a human mind? Who can tell me about the
incarnation of soul?

Mrs. Dasgupta : I am afraid none of us will be able to explain
it properly and clearly. Instead, let’s have a walk for a while.

Mr. Hazra : Okey, as you wish.

      *       *       *       *       *       *       *
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  EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Octogenarian - Topic - 

Civilized - Nation - 

Irrational - Belief - 

Ghost - Witchcraft - 

Superstition - Legacy - 

Existence - Amulet - 

Omen - Intervene - 

Eradicate - Altercation - 

Co-existance - Soul - 

Ideology - Incarnation - 

II. USE OF THE WORD ‘AFRAID’ :–

I am afraid none of us will be able to explain it properly and
clearly.

I’m afraid I cannot attend the ceremony in the evening.

I’m afraid I’m late a little bit.

I’m afraid I have not much amount of money in my Savings
Account.

The bus in scheduled to leave at 7.30 a.m. and it is already
7.10 a.m. I’m afraid they can’t make it.

I’m afraid you’ll not be able to reach there in time.

I’m afraid my daughter hasn’t come back home yet.

III. USE OF SOME IMPORTANT ‘GROUP VERBS’ :–

Sometimes the explanations of science are not sufficient enough
to cope up with irrational beliefs.

He was looked down upon for his misconduct.

Who can put up with your such insult during the discussion?

Only your family stood up for this intercast marriage.

Who can come up with the mind of women?

Except medicines, only diet and regimen can’t do away with
all sorts of physical ailments.

IV.  USE OF ‘SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS’ :–

Although advancement of modern science is being made rap-
idly, we have not yet been able to cast off these superstitions.

You will not be able to maintain your family, unless you earn
lots of money.

Ask her, whether she will return back my book the day after
tomorrow.

What have you been reading since early morning?

However hard he tries, he will never get that job because of
nepotism in the system.

EXERCISE – 47.

Do you have a ........... in your bonnet? (be / bee)

Why have you hit me ................. the belt? (below / under)

I have loved that girl to the top of my (bend / bent).

Your logic is out and out (beside / outside) the mark.

Did I not do for you to the (best / good) of my ability?
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Module – 3

              Some Important
Expressions for Group Discussion

EXERCISE – I

May be I could not make myself clear to all of you.

Thank you for the honour being given to me.

Since you wish to be the opening speaker, we are sure, it will
be very good if you introduce the subject briefly.

Now your time is over. Again during the next round of discus-
sion, we will be looking forward to listen from you.

That is exactly what I intended to say.

Both of us have identical views in this regard.

Friends, have you any suggestions to offer?

Let us now begin the discussion afresh.

I strongly protest your opinion.

Thank you for nominating me as the main speaker.

Let my turn come last, then I shall disclose my opinion.

Don’t quarrel, please, I request you all not to get enraged with
me.

Stop talking, man! You shouldn’t criticise your friends and col-
leagues in this harsh manner.

I won’t speak first, I think it would be better if you open the
discussion.

It makes no sense to me what you’re talking about.

Why shall I want anyone to feel offended?

EXERCISE – II

I’m glad that I opted to be the first speaker.

I do not disagree with anyone and thank you all once again.

You’re open to draw your own conclusions.

Friends, everyone knows we have just one and half hour to
complete our group discussion. So, we can’t lose any more time.

Gentlemen, now you can give your comments.

Before starting discussions, let us decide on some routine mat-
ters like the time given to each of us, the order of the speakers and
so on.

I’m confused whether to support you or differ from your views.

Whatever be our personal views of the issue, we are all united
in our stand.

Haven’t we all learnt a lot from this mutual exchange of indi-
vidual perceptions?

As the last speaker I’ve practically nothing much to express.

Should we not learn from our mistakes and do better in the
days to come?

I am afraid, friends, you don’t follow me. So, let me explain
clearly in detail.

Before my time is up, I would like to add a few more points.

Mind both of you are getting too much emotional with argu-
ments.

Please, speak out your ideas – we are waiting to listen your
views.

EXERCISE – III

Have I full freedom to express my humble opinion?

All of you are welcome to say what you intend and come to
any conclusion according to your wish.
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Well, gentlemen, I earnestly request all of you to lend me your
ears.

Let us begin with her, proceed clockwise and end up with here.

Since we have only limited period of time to complete our GD,
I suggest we need not waste our time by side talking.

All right, it will be my great pleasure to open the discussion on
the selected topic.

All of you, please, stick to the time limit. Now who does wish
to speak first?

I lodge a strong protest against your comments.

Aren’t his ideas completely outdated in this perspective?

Dear friend, you see, whatever you wanted to say has al-
ready been said by one of our colleagues.

Now it is my turn to say a few words on the selected topic.

You’ve brought out some new points which are needed to be
discussed urgently.

Well, I am afraid we have been given a controversial topic
which has to be discussed cautiously.

Would you please grant me another minute or two to explain
my view clearly?

Why are you getting nervous to stand up before us and make a
speech?

EXERCISE – 48.

Ram was having dyspnoea between whiles .......... last night.
(from / since)

I was sipping tea bit (by / to) bit in the morning.

My father did give a (beat / bit) of his mind for my miscon-
duct.

Module – 4

              On the Menace
           of Global Terrorism

  [ A Group Discussion among Educated Intelligentia.]

Social Activist : We are going to discuss about a burning prob-
lem of the civilization. Thank you for nominating me as the first
speaker. Virtually, everyone has to speak whether he or she likes it
or not.

Actress : No, Mr Burman, I don’t want to speak so soon. I’m
feeling nervous. Let my turn come last.

Social Activist : By the bye, let each of us take not more than
five minutes during the first round. Of late, terrorism has acquired a
global dimension and various regions in the globe are being affected
by it’s brutality.

Author : Yes, we can’t forget 9/11 attack on the US which
has brought this menace into focus. I think, terrorism is sometimes
motivated by religious dogmas.

Classical Singer : The attack on the Indian Parliament on
December 13, 2001 was also a harrified incident. Who can forget
the grenade blast inside the Ja’ma Mosque in Delhi?

Politician : Right you are, Miss Maria. Methinks, those heart-
rending incidents were occured due to cross-border terrorism.
Frankly speaking, Pakistan is one of the global sponsors of exter-
nal terrorism. US policy in the Middle East is also instigating re-
gional terrorism.
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Social Activist : For instance, I can recall 26/11 Mumbai at-
tack. Who does not know the conflict of Israel-Palestine issue?
Today, most of the countries are facing the threat of either internal
or external terrorism in greater degrees. Unemployed youths are
being the easy prey to the Anti-State Militant Groups.

Actress : No, this is a simplification of logic. Some educated
youths also join with the militant outfits out of firm conviction. Some
socio-economic causes are responsible for the thriving and pros-
perity of the terrorist groups.

Politician : How many of you will agree with me if I call
terrorism the political crime?

Actress : Yes, Mr. Debsharma, you have rightly said. I’m
sure we are all agreed on this.

Classical Singer : Oh, yes, I hardly make any difference.
Please, go ahead, Mr. Debsharma.

Politician : If I’m allowed to speak for a few minutes, I want
to discuss on the causes of terrorism. Some nations are trying to
expand their territories. They are resorting violence pulling the wires
from behind. Because, they want to establish their superiority and
might over neighbouring countries.

Author : Some people want to make quick money to gratify
them instantly. They are inclining to the anti-social outfits. Miss
Nandini, why are you silent since them? Everybody here has full
freedom to say what he or she likes about the topic.

Social Activist : Point to be noted, friends. Regarding cross-
border terrorism, we will discuss it in the second round.

Politician : I agree with you, Mr. Burman, in all respects. Let
us talk about tackling all sorts of terrorism. I suggest, the world
community should unite together to save the civilization.

Classical Singer : I’m not really aware of political diplomacy.
I only feel, the states must not violate human rights while tackling
the menace of terrorism. A unified effort is needed to take by the
international community.

Actress : I also suggest that the State should give the chance
for dialogue to negotiate the estrangements. If enduring peace is
not established soon, the prosperity of the nation will bound to be
hampered grossly.

Politician : Before we conclude this round, I like to make an
important point. India and Pakistan should realise that the best
way to extinguish cross-border terrorism is to maintain the bond of
friendship and amity with each other.

Social Activist : Now, all of us pray that terrorists should
abjure violence and come to the mainstream of the society. Peace
and social harmony can be restored only by removing the causes of
terrorism. Thank you all of you for participating in the discussion.

     *       *       *       *       *       *       *

        EXERCISE FOR PRCTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Intelligentia - Virtually - 

Terrorism - Civilization - 

Menace - Brutality - 

Dogma - Parliament - 

Horrified - Heart-rending - 

Instigate - Recall - 

Might - Violence - 

Abjure - Community- 

Estrangement - Extinguish - 

Prosperity - Amity - 
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II. USE OF SOME ‘IDIOMS’ :–

For the sake of love, I had to sacrifice so much.

By the bye, let each of us take not more than five minutes
during the first round.

On all hands, it is accepted that Rabindranath Tegore is a great
Indian poet.

With a high hand, the Government is acting against the Maoists
across the country.

On behalf of the students, we gave a precious gift to our Head-
master.

By this time I shall have reached home the day after tomor-
row.

At the best, my son will get the second division in the HS exam.

In no time, I have to go back home for my ailing wife.

On principle, I do not approve of smoking cigarette.

EXERCISE – 49.

We should proceed in life taking the bitter (by / with) the sweet.

Why are you talking blasphemy? (Blasphemy = Meaning?)

Why do you blue your money in this (dear / deer) market?

The woman is living ................ with her only son keeping body
and soul together. (alone / along)

The husband of that lady is (to / too) fond of the bottle.

I had to bow to his opinion as his comments were (in / out)
and out logical.

He called on me (above / over) his breath from the roof.

Module - 5

              On Widespread

       Corruption in Public Life

    [ A Group Discussion among Some Officers.]

Mr. Biswas : Today’s topic is already much discussed earlier.
Yet, the need of the hour is to check corruption which is a wide-
spread phenomenon in public life. If you all want me to start the
dicussion I shall gladly do that. And I’m privilaged to introduce the
topic.

Mrs. Khanna : Yes, I have no objection. In fact, my mood has
been spoiled. For the matter I may not care to say at all. Gentle-
men, we are quite keen to know from you, Mr. Biswas. Let us all
pay attention to him.

Mr. Biswas : Thank you all for granting me as the opening
speaker. Corruption has always prevailed in our social system clan-
destinely since ages. But it has increased alarmingly in the last couple
of years causing great concern for the nation.

Mr. Tanveer : We did a sample survey for an economic jour-
nal. We have seen the greatest number of people are affected by
large-scale corruption in the health, education and rural develop-
ment sectors. Corruption is all-pervading in the regional and na-
tional political system and rampant in public services.

Mrs. Ganguly : I hold the same opinion, Mr. Tanveer. But, at
present, media has been playing a very crucial role in exposing
corrupted officers and political leaders. Though a lot more is needed
to be done because its a vicious cycle having strong roots in our
society.
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Mr. Kumar : Methinks, socio- cultural awareness is very much
necessary against corruption. What we does see in the offices?
Honest and hard-working officers are not getting promoted. In-
stead, corrupt people are getting influential posts through promo-
tion.

Mrs. Khanna : Yes, you’ve said rightly. As long as corrupt
people are there, corruption can never be checked, let alone elimi-
nated totally from the society.

Mr. Biswas : Our Judiciary and Bureaucracy are also not
free from corruption. It is nowadays becoming the norm of the day,
not an exception. Illegal incentives, bribery, money-laundering and
scams have been the way of life of late. What should Government
do in this regard, Mrs. Ganguly?

Mrs. Ganguly : I’ve told it several times that special efforts
should be made to improve the socio-economic conditions of the
people to tackle widespread corruption. And all those found involved
in corruption should be given the most severe punishment forth-
with.

Mr. Kumar : I do agree with you. One more important point I
would like to make. The corrupt people and polticians having vested
interests are being able to escape the law as they have power,
position and influence. Some Judges are also used to taking bribes
for granting a bail. Thus, common people are losing faith on Judi-
ciary. So many stern measures need to be taken at once to curve
this menace from the society.

Mr. Tanveer : What are vigilance commissions and other anti-
corruption agencies doing? Were they not constituted to look into
the matter in all walks of life?

Mr. Kumar :  I think, officers should observe accountability
and transparency during performing their official duties. All investi-
gating agencies should be made totally free from political pressures.

Mr. Biswas : How can that be possible?

Mr. Kumar : Politicians should not interfere in the way of

functioning the agencies. By this way, corruption can certainly be
contained to a great extent.

Mr. Ganguly : Besides, honest people have to fight firmly
against corruption instead of keeping mum. And, I feel, Govern-
ment should protect the honest officers from undue harassment
and they must be rewarded duly.

Mr. Biswas : Thus, all of us here should achieve the fighting
spirit to win the battle against corruption. Hope you all enjoyed the
session.

    *       *       *       *       *       *       *       *        *

      EXERCISE FOR PRACTICE

I.  VOCABULARY :–

Corruption - Phenomenon - 

Gladly - Clandestinely - 

Privilaged - Rampant - 

Concern - Crucial - 

Judiciary - Bereaucracy - 

Bribery - Vested interest - 

Vigilance - Bail - 

II. USE OF ‘LET ALONE’ :–

Corruption can never be checked, let alone eliminated totally
from the society.

I can scarcely afford to buy a two bedroom flat, let alone a
bungalow.

We haven’t even made up our mind for going, let alone book
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the air-tickets.

As my exam is ahead, I’ve no more time to spare, let alone
going to see movie.

He always feels nervous in a small group discussion, let alone
speaking in front of a large crowd.

III.  APPLICATION OF ‘USED TO’ :–
Some judges are also used to taking bribes for granting a bail.

I used to run every morning when we were at our village home.

There used to be a large pond here, now a multiplex is being
built.

I used to go to college by Howrah-bound local trains.

EXERCISE – 50.

A boy was talking with his sweetheart .............. his breath.
(below / under)

Some (woman / women) are fond of wearing the breeches.

Why are you making bricks (within / without) straw?

What are you doing in such brown study? (Brown study =
Meaning?)

If you take the bull (by / with) the horns, you’ll be able to win.

Those who burn the candle at both ends, they will soon be
stricken with (adversity / advercity).

My daughter is used to burn the midnight oil .............. her
childhood. (from / since)

How much money (has / had) you gotten as marriage portion
during the wedding of your son?

They are fighting (teeth / tooth) and nail against the enemy.

PART - IV
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          LEXICON EXERCISE – 1

– A fly in the ointment.

– Gaze.

– Stare at.

– At daggers drawn.

– Stop your harangue! Truce to your rigma-
role!

– Fie upon you!

– I am in the dumps.

– I will stand none of your tricks.

– Pick out a fault.

– This fact soon gained currency.

– Finding no other means.

– Beside oneself with joy.

– To keep always an eye on.

– To say (or utter) in keeping with the dictates
of one’s conscience.

– Not to speak of a humble man like me.

– (To) instil with consciousness.

– To be cajoled.

– An undeserving person comes in for
a windfall.

– You will know now what’s what.

– I do not care a brass farthing for you.

– Paramour.

– To boot.

– Man of (his) hands.

– Cast pearls before swine.

– Beside the mark.

– Whip and spur.

– Id est.

– Make the fur fly.

– Make bricks without straw.

– Keep the ball rolling.

– Hold on like grim death.

– Make money fly.

– That’s flat.

– Lead by the nose.

– With one’s nose in the air.

– Pile on the agony.

– Scylla and Charybdis.

– Above yourself.

– Take no account of.

– Acumen.

– Affaire de coeur (a love affair).

– Air and graces.

– Taking it all in all.

– All the same.

– And all that.

– Make amends.

352 353



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

– God’s ape.

– By all appearances.

– Fie on such money!

– Alas! Was this in store for me!

– Oh! What a joy!

– Ah me! Woe is me! Dear me!

– What a pity!

– Dear me, you too have come to
ask for money!

– Rightly served! Serve him right!

– Capital! Exquisite!

– Hush! Somebody is coming!

– Fie! For shame!

– Ruin seize thee!

– Look! Lo! Behold!

– What nonsense!

– Glory be to His Majesty!

– You vilest of man! You scoundrel!

– Bravo! Well done!

– Alas! I am undone.

– In the full dusk.

– Beating black and blue.

– This imprudence is no longer toler-
able.

– Split one’s sides with
laughter.

– Go to the dogs.

– Guide to lead one in peril.

– (To) apply oneself to.

– Apple of discord.

– (To) upset the apple-cart.

– Apple-pie order.

– Tied to the apron-strings.

– Infant in arms.

           
 LEXICON EXERCISE – 2

– Keep at arm’s length.

– With open arms.

– Arrant (Arrant lie).

– For the asking.

– Assault and battery.

– Astral plane.

– For aught I know.

– (To) augur well for.

– Of no avail.

– (To) be awake to.

– Right away.

– Straight away.

– Have an axe to grind.

–
(To) be glad to see the back of.
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– (To) break the back of.

Ab initio – (L)  (from the beginning).

Affaire d’amour (Fr) – A love-affair.

– One’s second self.

– Argumentum
baculinum.

– (Fr) Bon voyage!

Che sara sara – (It) (What will be, will be).

– Say nothing but good of the
dead.

– Dramatis personae.

– (Fr) En passant.

– (L) Ex gratia.

– Laissez faire (Fr).

– lingue franca (It).

– Ne plus ultra (L).

- Nom de plume (Fr).

– Prime facia (L).

– Sine die (L).

– Sine que non (L).

– Veni, vidi, vici (L).

– Viva voce (L).

– (To) hang in the balance.

– Have the ball at one’s feet.

– Come out of a bandbox.

– (To) have one’s name ban-
died about.

– Go off (or over) with a
bang.

– (To) have bats in the belfry.

– Be all and end all.

– At one’s beck all call.

– As you make your bed so you must lie on
it.

– Have a bee in one’s bonnet.

– Here below.

– (To) hit below the belt.

– Mind you don’t forget it.

– To the top of one’s bent.

– To go berserk.

– bereft of.

– Give a wide berth to.

– Beside oneself.

– Beside the mark.

–  All for the best.

– To the best of one’s ability.

– Between whiles.

– Back of beyond.

– Bide one’s time.

– Billet-doux.

– Bind oneself to do.
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– (To) go on the binge.

– Bit by bit.

– Give a bit of one’s mind.

– To bite off more than one
can chew.

– Take the bitter with the sweet.

– Blasphemy.

– Strike a blow for.

– Blue one’s money.

– Once in a blue moon.

– At the first blush.

– Keep body and soul together.

– Bred in the bones.

– To make no bones about.

– To bring to books.

– In one’s good book.

– Too fond of the bottle.

– At bottom.

– Get to the bottom of.

– Knock the bottom of an
argument.

– Out of bounds.

– Bound up with.

– Bow oneself
out.

– Bow to one’s opinion.

– Draw the long bow.

– In the strong box.

– Stand in the breach.

– Take the bread out of one’s mouth.

– Bread buttered on both sides.

– On the breadline.

– Above one’s breath.

– Under one’s breath.

– In the same breath.

– Wear the breeches.

– Make bricks without straw.

– (To) be brief.

– Full to the brim.

– On the brink of.

– Brown study.

– Pass the buck.

– Nip in the bud.

– Play the buffon.

– A bull in a China shop.

– Take the bull by the horns.

– Bur in the throat.

– The burden of proof.

– Burn the candle at both ends.

– Burn the midnight oil.

– Nothing doing! It is all up!
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 LEXICON EXERCISE – 3
– Let me have it out ; you naughty one!

– Can you not brook any delay? Can’t
you wait?

– Burst forth.

– Beat about the bush.

– Good wine needs no bush.

– To hide one’s light
under a bushel.

– Not but that.

– (To) butter one’s bread on both
sides.

– By-and-by.

– Cakes and ale.

– Camisole, lingerie.

– If I have perforce to go.

– If go you must.

– Get over a trouble (or danger).

– Bother it! Be thou blowed!

– He has become arrogant enough to bring
about his own downfall.

– Do not be in a hurry.

! – You are very cheeky, what cheek!

– He is possessed by an evil spirit.

– To carry the can.

– In the can.

– Not fit to hold a candle to.

– The game is not worth the
candle.

– Cantankerous.

– Cap-a-pie.

– (To) make capital of.

– (To) have a card up one’s
sleeve.

– (To) play one’s cards well.

– (To) throw up the cards.

– Not to care a damn.

– Care-worn.

– Caress.

– On carpet consideration.

– Sweep (something) under the
carpet.

– (To) carry all before one.

– (To) carry too far.

– Put the cart before the horse.

– Be in the cart.

– Carte blanche (Fr)

– Catachresis.

– Kakistocracy.

– Any the less.

– No less.

– None the less.
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– Maelstrom.

– Kick against the pricks.

– Requiem.

– Keep up with the Joneses.

– Zephyr.

– Throw off the yoke.

– Here and younder.

– As yet.

– Yashmak.

– (To) spin a yarn.

– Woe worth the day!

– Take the wraps off.

– The worm of conscience.

– Carry the world
before one.

– Splash one’s money
about.

– Coming events cast
their shadows before.

– May your shadow never grow
less.

– Shake off the dust from one’s feet.

– No great shakes.

– Oil one’s palm.

– Marriage portion.

– Land of the leal.

– One of these fine days.

– Hang by a single thread.

– In the prime of life.

– Have a great mind to.

– (To) sow one’s wild oats.

– Off the point.

Odalisque.

– In conformity with.

– In the mire.

– Hit the right nail on the head.

– (To) fight tooth and nail.

– On the nail.

– For mercy’s sake.

– (To) come the
old soldier over.

– Soft nothings.

– (To) gather life’s roses.

– Rough-neck.

– Hold a man up to ridicule.

– (To) pour oil on troubled wa-
ters.

– Paddle one’s own canoe.

– Paint the lily.

– Salacious.

– (To) sail close the wind.

– Women’s lib.
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– A while lie.

– Lie in one’s throat.

– As far as in one lies.

– Take it lying down.

– Dichotomy.

– Anecdote.

– Cornucopia.

–  A  flash in the
pan.

– In borrowed plumes.

– Plough the sands.

– Plough a lonely
furrow.

– Like a rat in a
hole.

– At sixes and sevens.

– So then.

– So as to.

– So much so that.

– So far from.

– Nubile (sexually attractive).

– Take care (or look after) of num-
ber one.

– His number goes up.

– Lay one under an obliga-
tion to.

– Touch-and-go.

– (To) top it all.

– (To) carry the torch for.

– Escape by the skin of one’s
teeth.

– Unbecoming.

– Ulterior motives.

– In the twinkling of an eye.

– Play one’s trump card.

– A trick worth two of
that.

– The tribunal of public opinion.

– Right-oh! Right you are.

– A good riddance.

Dig (or poke) a person in the ribs.

– Over and above.

– Over and again.

– Take the words out of one’s
mouth.

– Contending passions.

– Lay the blame on.

– (To) draw the long bow.

– Not long for this world.

– Lombard Street to a China or-
ange.
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     LEXICON EXERCISE – 4

– Pochette.

– Take the plunge.

– In the strict sense.

– (To) smack
one’s lips.

– Enough to stop a clock.

–
– fall between two stools.

– (To) pull out all the
stops.

– Hold your jaw.

– There’s no love lost be-
tween them.

– Love-lock.

– (To) throw off one’s mask.

– On the mat.

– Breach of promise.

–
Go off the deep end.

– Galimatias, rigmarole.

– Have a grudge against.

– Light of one’s countenance.

– Lock hospital.

Lock, stock and barrel.

– (To) sleep like a top.

– Play ducks and drakes.

– At one’s wits end.

– Out of one’s wits.

– If wishes were
horses beggars might ride.

– Tout ensemble.

– (To) have a person on toast.

– (To) keep a straight face.

– There’s the rub.

– I swear in the name of goodness
that I never said so.

– Quean.

– Gravy train.

– Bid adieu for ever.

– (To) see through a brick wall.

– Mock-modesty.

– (To) go in for.

– Through fair and foul.

– (To) nail a lie to the counter.

– Not to touch with a pair
of tongs.

– Cast something in the teeth of.

– (To) carry the torch for.

– Peep-of-day.

– Keep one’s eyes peeled for.

– Off the peg.
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– A squae peg in a round
hole.

– Break into a laugh.

– Of late.

– Gird up one’s loins.

– Gall and wormwood.

– Shake the dust off one’s feet.

– What of that!

– Tempest in a tea-pot.

– Be enamoured of.

– Crow over someone.

– Moral backbone.

– Pat on the back.

– Wash one’s dirty linen
in public.

– As mad as a hatter.

– Play with edgetools.

– By fits and starts.

– On the horns of dilemma.

– Borrowed plumes.

– Have one’s heart in one’s boots.

– Born under a lucky star.

– For good and all.

– Make good one’s footing.

– Keep one’s eye on the ball.

– Be thrown off one’s balance.

– Not so black as (one) is
painted.

– Drag up a child.

– Be afraid of one’s own shadow.

– Laugh in one’s sleeve.

– Laugh to scorn.

– Lay violent hands on a person.

– Not to let the grass
grow under one’s feet.

– Furtive glance.

– Drink to the dregs.

– As cool as a cucumber.

– Glendoveer, a heavenly spirit.

– Cudgel one’s brains.

– Canine appetite.

        
 LEXICON EXERCISE – 5

– Put the saddle on the right horse.

– Curtain lecture.

– Draw a curtain over something.

– Cut and thrust.

– Cupboard-love.

– Wolf in sheep’s clothing.

– A nine days’ wonder.
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– As I see it.

– Cheek by jowl.

– Chef d’oeuvre (masterpiece).

– Amour propre ; a feeling of pride in your own
character and abilities.

– (To) take amiss.

– With bated breath.

– Big shot.

– Too big for one’s boots.

– (To) make up leeway.

– Best bib and tucker.

– On the spur
of the moment.

– Pettifogging.

– Pot-herb.

– Flunkeydom.

– Rectitude.

– Muddle-headed.

– Cul-de-sac.

– Sacrilege.

– Curmudgeon.

– Profligacy.

– Reconcile.

– Wizened.

– Coronach.

– Cornucopia ; something that is or contains
a large supply of good things. (The book is a cornucopia of good
ideas).

– Onion-eyed.

– Off one’s onions.

– Penchant.

– Onus.

Oomph – Sex appeal.

– Insignia.

– Idiosyncrasy.

– Condign.

– Caveat actor.

– Furlough.

– Furbelow.

– Fast and furious.

– Euphoria.

Apocalypse ; the destruction of the world.

– Apophthegm .

– Bigotry.

– Cataclysm.

– Please don’t stand on
ceremony.

Cerulean – Deep blue.

– Emolument.

– Fuller’s earth.

– Payola.
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 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 1

– Poppycock.

– Stalemate.

– Tug-of-war.

– Unbecoming.

– Uncanny.

– Sissy, cissy.

– Simulacrum, semblance.

– What a horrid sight!

– I have thrashed him severely or have
paid him out (or back).

– (To) put saddle on the right horse.

– Hacienda.

– Haberdasher.

– Callisthenics.

– Styx.

– Cross the styx.

– Stygian oath.

– Idee fixe (an idea that is so
strong you can’t think about anything else).

– Ignis-faluus, will-o’-the-wisp.

– A hard row to hoe.

– The lower regions.

– (To) pile on the agony.

– Patrimony.

– Predestinarian.

– (To) pay one’s debt to nature.

– Inchoate.

– Inebriate.

– (To) drag a person’s name
through the mire.

– In a minor key.

– Flotsam and jetsam.

– Jeer.

– Jaunty.

! – Hold your jaw!

– Gruesome.

– Deft, skillful.

– Deification.

– Compatriot ; fellow-countrymen.

– Pay one in one’s own coin.

– Harangue.

– Harlequin.

– Grin.

– Memoir.

– Messuage.

– Mole-eyed.

– (To) make money fly.

– Obsolescence.

– Keep it between ourselves ; let it not
pass to others.
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– Nemesis will overtake.

– My withers are unrung.

! – Marry come up!

Sunday punch – (US use) – Hard blow or attack.

– Give one the boots.

– Raving bonkers.

– Bootlicker.

– Double-dealing.

– Doubting Thomas.

– Douse the glim.

– Beyond endurance.

– Endogamy.

– A flash in the pan.

– (To) bury the hatchet.

– (To) make a hash of.

– (To) knock a person off his pedestal.

give free rein to.

– Times without number.

– Gallows humour.

– Feme covert.

– Do a fade.

– Cum savoy.

– Fumarole.

– Full-blooded.

– A Roland for an Oliver.

– (To) make a rod for one’s own back.

– (To) suit the
action to the word.

– (To) wreak vengeance upon.

     
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 2

– Wiseacre.

– Forty winks.

– Ex hypothesi.

– See with half an eye.

– One’s own flesh and blood.

– Minx.

– (To) be in a minority of one.

– Mansuetude, docility.

– Good many, great many.

– Hewers of wood and drawers of water.

– What’s eating
you?

– Ear-mark.

– Turn a deaf ear to.

– Up to the ears.

– Eau-de-cologne.

– Flannel-mouthed.

– Flapdoodle.

– Marriage portion.

– (To) consummate marriage.
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– Pratfall ; humiliating experience.

– Another pair of shoes.

– (To) give a person his quietus.

– Come down on the right side of the
fence.

– Fescennine verses.

– Hale and hearty.

– Halcyon days.

– Halcyon weather.

Catch on the hip.

Up to the hilt.

! – What a trouble! What a nuisance!

– I wish I could go.

Pro tanto – So far.

– What else is there to be in life?

– (To) take it lying down.

– To make a bonfire of.

– Bonhomie.

– Boniface.

– God forbid.

– Let it be what it may.

– How now?

– Wife-swapping.

– (To) wield the sceptre.

Memorabilia – Memorable things.

– Your number is up.

– Much cry and little wool.

– (To) have a head like a sieve.

– Plain spoken.

– As plain as a pikestaff.

– Kick against the pricks.

– Wear the breeches.

– Bric-a-brac.

– O thou!

– How else?

– Hearth and home.

– Go along with you!

– Coup de grace.

– (To) be ill-disposed (towards).

– Cut the ground from under one’s feet.

– Henpecked.

– Here there and everywhere.

– Hereabouts.

– Heretofore.

– Hereunto.

– Mermaid.

– (To) take leave of one’s senses.

– (To) make one’s blood freeze.

– As slippery as an eel.
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– A knotty problem.

– As easy as winking.

– An iron hand
in a velvet glove.

– Shrinking violet.

– (To) dwell under one’s vine and
fig-tree.

– Verisimilitude.

– The eternal verities.

– Mortal coil.

– (To) pay one in one’s own coin.

– Exotic dancer.

– I do not know an iota of it.

– In double-quick time.

– Confound you.

– Hang it!

– Have the goodness to (Have the goodness to come
to my place, please)

– Goodness knows.

– Play goose-
berry.

– In sooth.

– Sooth to say.

– Soothsayer.

– At last you have to eat humble pie!

– (To) din into a person’s ears.

– Dime novel.

– (To)
take a dim view of.

– Horns of a dilemma.

– Right off.

– (To) get out of bed on
the wrong side.

– (To) get hold of the wrong
end of the stick.

       
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 3

– (To) have a head like a sieve.

– Methinks.

– He is putting me off  from day to day.

– Don’t swop horses in mid-
stream.

– Haul down one’s colours (or
flag).

–
(To) know a hawk from a handsaw.

– Struck all of a heap.

– To all intents and purposes.

– God’s epe.

– (To) lead one up the garden-path.

– (To) take the wraps off.

– Under wraps.
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– Within an ace of.

– Fallen women.

Woman of the streets.

(To) play the woman.

–
(To) make an honest woman of.

– Every cloud has a
silver lining.

(To) pull the chestnuts out of
the fire.

– Sometime or other.

– Conciliation board.

– (To) try conclusions with.

– At concert pitch.

Flick-knife.

– (To) fly off the handle.

– (To) get the hang of it. (I didn’t get the hang of
that argument.)

– Martinet.

– Take care of number one.

– Printer’s devil.

– Worth a king’s ransom.

– (To) escape by the skin of
one’s teeth.

– (To) skate
over thin ice.

– Tabouret.

– Out-of-the-way.

– The
parting of the ways.

– Incognito.

– (To) find a snug
berth.

– (To) show one the door.

– Dope fiend.

– From pillar to post.

– Myrmidons of the law.

– (To) gild the lily.

– (To) take the gilt off
the gingerbread.

– Villain of the deepest dye.

– In buff.

– This trick of yours will be of no
avail.

– The girl bit her tongue in shame.

– His intoxication has not yet passed
away.

– Key money.

– There’s the rub!

– Pop the question.

– Dissertation.

– Flood and field.

– (To) take the floor.
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– Have a fling at.

– (To) have one’s
fling.

– Flock-mattress.

– Hide-out.

– (To) go into hiding.

– High-flown.

– Mooncalf.

– Mops and brooms.

– Moonlight flitting.

– Requiem.

– Out of the question.

– Snook  (contemptuous ges-
ture with the thumb).

– (To) snoop around.

– Gallipot.

– That goes without saying.

– Stark mad.

– Public comfort station.

– Commandment.

– Take to flight.

– (To) make one’s flesh
creep.

– Flesh and fell.

– (To) go the way of all flesh.

– (To) flick through.

– Incandescent lamp.

– By inch(es).

– Not to yield an inch.

–
(To) find one’s tongue.

– One of these fine days.

– Floor
price.

– Out and away.

– The cash nexus.

– At dead of night.

– Give one a long rope.

– Rosy-fingered dawn.

– Out of the frying-pan into the
fire.

– Hoyden.

– (To) work like a charm.

– Man of pleasure.

– Plenary powers.

– (To) throw good money after bad.

– Some people have
greatness thrust upon them.

– A square meal.

– (To) get square with a person.

– Crash programme.

382 383



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

– I dare say.

– (To) raise one’s dander.

– Walls have ears.

– Beauty sleep.

– At one’s beck and call.

– Beau monde.

– Beau ideal.

– bedlamite.

– (To) break fresh ground.

– (To) make free with.

– (To) look
for a needle in a haystack.

– Sleeping partner.

– If it comes to the pinch.

      
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 4

– (To) work out one’s
own salvation.

–
Philanderer.

– (To) keep one at a distance.

– (To) keep the
letter of the law.

– Necroscopy.

– Neck and crop.

– Dead from the neck up.

– Near at hand.

– (To) bow to necessity.

– Loaves and fishes.

– (To) lock the stable door
after the horse has bolted.

– Restitution of conjugal rights.

– As a last resort.

– (To) be nuts about
or over (a person).

– An old lot.

– A bad lot.

– (To)
come the heavy swell over.

– Streaming eyes.

– (To) regain one’s nerve.

– Temperance hotel.

– Opsimathy.

– (To) fight for hearth and
alter.

– (To) eat
one’s heart out.

– (To) set the heart at rest.

– Struck all of a heap.

– Heart of hearts.

– From the bottom of one’s heart.

– Set at defiance.
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– One and the same.

– In a merry pin.

– (To) pin one’s hopes on (a
person).

– Moribund.

– Scapegoat.

– Scarecrow.

– (To) stand in one’s own light.

– (To) keep a person guess-
ing.

– Sheet-anchor, last refuge.

–  Get one’s knickers
in a twist.

T.V. – Infotainment.

– Information fatigue syndrome.

– Metrosexual.

– Motion discomfort bag.

– Sunrise economy.

– Policy wonk.

Kick-start – To restart a activity quickly.

–
Golden hello.

– Gender blender.

– Run-of-the-mill.

– Legroom.

– Dolman sleeve.

– Revel rout.

– En famille.

– A passing fancy.

– (To) deliver the goods.

– Poison fang.

– Poker-face.

– Away from the point.

– Consumer du-
rable.

– Off-chance.

– Every nook and corner.

– Noodledom.

– Grotesque.

– Political asylum.

– Make one’s presence felt.

– Sword of
Damocles.

– (To) get into the groove.

– Viaticum ; the eucharist given to persons in
danger of death.

– Short commons.

– The last enemy.
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– The old enemy.

– Lispings.

– As I see it.

– Boo! boo!

– Come-off.

– Flying colours.

– Fie unto him!

– For the sake of mere subsistence.

– Tell one’s beads.

     
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 5

Shan’t – Shall not.              Won’t – Will not.

Ain’t – Am not / is not / are not.

Gonna – Going to (refers to the future).

                       [ What’s she gonna do now? ]

How come? – Used to ask the reason for something.

[ How come you do what you do? How come you are
doing everything right? ]

How about? – Used when asking for information about
somebody or something.

      [ I’m not going. How about you? ]

How’s that? – Used to ask the reason for something.

What about? – 1. Used to make a suggestion.

               [ What about the trip of Digha? ]

     2. Used to introduce somebody or something.

        [ What about you, Joydip? Do you like football? ]

What for? – For what purpose or reason.

                                    [ What is this chair for? ]

What  if? – What if the flight is late?

            What if Jinia forgets to bring it?

What of it? – Used when admitting that something is true,
to ask why it should be considered important.

    [ Yes, My father wrote the article, what of it? ]

Whence – From where.           Who’ve – Who have.

Whomever – Used instead of whoever.

    [ She is free to marry whomever she chose. ]

I’d – I had / would.                 Thence – From that place.

[They made their way from Pakistan to Sri Lanka and
thence to Bangladesh.]

Thence-forth, thence-forward – Starting from that time.

Hence – For this reason.

Henceforth, henceforward – Starting from a particular
time and at all times in the future.

Whereupon – And then ; as a result of this.

[He told her she was a lier, whereupon she walked out.]

The whys and the wherefores – The reason for something.

[I had no intention of going into the whys and the
wherefores of the situations.]

Where-of – Of what or which.

[I know where-of I speak. (= I know a lot about what
I’m talking about)]

What-not – [It’s a new firm. They make toys and what-
not.]

Day of, days of – Off day.

           [Sunday is my only day off.]

         [Why not take a few days off?]
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Go-ahead – Permission for somebody to start doing some-
thing.

[The authority has given the go-ahead to start the new
building.]

Hi –                                   By and by – 

Hey –                               Hereupon –

Herewith –                Thitherward – 

Tho’ – Though                         Hithermost –

Hitherward –                 So what – 

Well, what of it? –        Not a mite – 

What an if – 

What may I not say – 

A mite of a child – 

(To) pull out of the fire – 

      
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 6

– (To) make no odds.

– (To) rule with a rod of iron.

– Proselyte.

– (To) break one’s parole.

– If you don’t like it you may lump it.

– (To) put up a good fight.

– For the time being.

– Penchant.

– Siesta.

– (To) put on the foil.

– (To) keep one’s nose
to the grindstone.

– (To) lead by the nose.

– (To) put one’s head in a noose.

– (To) carry one off one’s feet.

– (To) fan the flame.

– (To) be a cog in the mechine.

– Cardinal virtues.

– (To) spread the table.

– Table manners.

– (To) make friends again.

– Rule of thumb.

– (To) keep one’s thumb on.

– What a plague (or pest)!

– Nark it.

– In the cleft stick.

– Dagger of lath.

– As thin as a lath.

– Fiesta.

– Incest.

– (To) get to the bottom of.

– City fathers.

– (To) stake out a claim.

– Gallows humour.

390 391



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

– (To) win hands down.

– (To) toot one’s own
horn.

– (To) swing the lead.

– (To) send one packing.

– After one’s own heart.

– Credit titles.

– As likely as not.

– Not but what.

– Not that.

– (To) get ideas into one’s head.

– (To) bring up the rear.

–  A rear-
guard action.

– (To) chew the fat.

– (To) kill the fatted calf.

– (To) hang on one’s sleeve.

– (To)
lose on the swings what one makes on the roundabouts.

– (To) blaze a trail.

– (To) work
against the clock.

– (To) answer to the helm.

– (To) save appearances.

– (To) save the situation.

– Savoir-vivre.

– Passage of arms.

– (To) make things
lively (for).

– (To) be far gone.

– Country cousin.

– (To) bury oneself
in the country.

– Out of countenance.

– (To) put one out of countenance.

– (To) take the world as it is.

– (To) leave one to one’s devices.

– (To) be devoured by.

– Six of one and half a dozen of the other.

– Open
marriage.

– Workaholic.

– Male
chauvinist.

– The last offices.

Sexploitation – The commercial exploitation of sex in litera-
ture, film and other media.

– Marriage of conve-
nience.
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– Tidings.

– Recording
angel.

– Matrilineal.

– As a matter of fact.

– For the matter of that.

– As scarce as hen’s teeth.

– Bumpkin ; an awkward rustic.

– I’ll tell you what.

– Well, what of it?

What as if

What ho

– What if ?

– Behind the scenes.

– Mediacy.

– In the prime of life.

– Circulating library.

– (One’s) bark is worse than (one’s)
bite.

– Azimuth.

       
 WORD-BOOK EXERCISE – 7

– Bon mot ; witty saying.

– May you be in weal ; may peace and happi-
ness be with you.

– How else?

– A bad hat.

– Oh my hat!

– (To) pass or send round the hat.

– (To) talk through one’s hat.

– (To) count one’s
chickens before they are hetched.

– (To) blow the cobwebs away.

– (To) go off at half cock.

– Stagflation.

– I said this in jest, not in ear-
nest.

– Tut-tut!

– Cater-cousin.

– (To) make the dust (or feathers) fly.

– With one’s nose in the air.

– Nosey Parker.

– (To) snap one’s nose off.

– Renascence.

– Homuncule.

– (To) chew the cub.

– Rubicund.

– (To) stand on ceremony.

(Please don’t stand on ceremony = 

– Mossback.
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– (To) go to glory.

– Wise after the event.

– (To) swallow one’s words.

– To rend the air.

– (To) blow the gaff.

– (To) make the far fly.

– (To) abandon oneself
to. [He abandoned himself to fate.]

– (To) carry his point.

– (To) splash one’s
money about.

–
(To) draw in one’s horns.

– (To) go
through the hoops.

– Off the hook.

– (To) go off the hooks.

– (To) play hookey.

– On one’s own hook.

– A word more and I have
done.

– Consult in whispers.

– Have an uncanny sense of fear.

– Tide over a crisis.

– Keep abreast of the times.

– Carpet knight.

– If need be.

– You are required to do this.

– If you do this, misfortune
may overtake you.

– I’m out of pocket.

– He is a moneyed man.

– I will stand none of your tricks.

– Set to work with firm determination ; spare
no pains.

– Full of ill feeling.

– Fuddled with drink.

– Tinselled cloth.

– Scorpion sting.

– Steal away honourably.

– To the utter discomfiture of one’s oppo-
nents.

– I have not even heard of it, not to
speak of seeing.

– (To) take one by surprise.

– For all I care.

– For all I know.

– Not long for this world.

– (To) bring one to one’s knees.

– Nothing
for it but to submit.

– Heaven forbid!
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– (To) let it go at that.

– Enough of it!

– (To) lay down the law.

– (To) lay the blame on.

– Palingenesis.

– Spell-bound.

– (To) break the spell.

– (To) pull the wool over one’s eyes.

– The yonder.

– Dripping wet.

– (To) cast a damp over.

– Persona
non-grata.

– Mock-modesty.

– Out of hours.

– (To) have a maggot in one’s
head.

– Litter-bin, litter-basket.

– (To) kiss the dust.

– Hunt high and low.

– (To) throw the helve after the
hatchet.

– Nay.

– Hercules’
choice.

– (To) eat the leek.

– In point of fact.

– A square peg in a round
hole.

– Peg-top trousers.

– Front passage.

– At loggerheads.

– Loaves and fishes.

– (To) use one’s loaf.

– (To) escape with life and
limb.

– What is bred in the bone
will come out in the flesh.

– By a long chalk.

– (To) clasp hands.

– As in duty bound.

– (To) lick the dust.

– Dutch courage.

– Eagar beaver.

– Ever and anon.

–  (To) live on the
fat of the land.

– (To) pick a hole in one’s coat.

– Conciliation board.

– (To) try conclusions with.

– At concert pitch.
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 VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 1

– Hail! O! Sirrah! Soho! O thou!

– A close shave.

– (To) get the upper hand of.

– (To) square accounts with.

– Act of God.

– (To) come of age.

It
was all one could do not to. (It was all I could do not to laugh.)

– (To) lead to the alter.

– There is no telling.

– Transmigration of soul.

– Can the leopard change his spots.

– Out and away.

– Day of judgement.

– Judas Kiss.

– Not a jot of.

– (To) carry conviction.

– Too fond of the bottle.

– Private parts.

– Odds and ends.

– At odds.

– Marriage portion.

– Marry
come up.

– On tenterhooks.

– (To) suffer fools
gladly.

– Babes and sucklings.

– In a row.

– Lose one’s rag.

– Rag-tag and bobtail.

– If it comes to the pinch.

– Once in a while.

– (To) have no illusions about.

– Like a hen with one chicken.

– And so forth.

– What’s eating you?

– Beyond without dispute.

– Give him an inch and he’ll take an ell.

– Out of one’s
elements.

– (To) look to one’s laurels.

– (To) reckon without one’s host.

– Until it comes to the push.

– (To) pull up one’s
sock.

– Hang it! Thou be blowed!

– With the best will in the world.

– Chuck it! Damn it!
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– (To) find a snug berth.

– Chapter-house.

– (To) lay it to one’s
charge.

– Layabout.

– (To) rob Peter to pay
Paul.

– By snatches.

– Nouveau riche.

– Pedicab.

– Right off the reel.

– Fish-creel.

– (To) have other fish to fry.

– There’s as good fish in
the sea as ever came out.

– Histrionics.

– Spring mattress.

– What’s to do?

– Apple-pie order.

– (To) be stymied.

– (To) knock into a cocked hat.

– Revival of Learning.

– Reynard.

– Elephantine.

– Day of reckoning.

– Knee-deep.

– Knee-high.

– War to the knife.

– If the worst comes to the worst.

– For all one is worth.

– The Deity.

– Whey-faced.

– (To) dree one’s weird.

– (To) be Quick  on the draw.

– (To) warm the cockles of one’s heart.

– Wasp-waisted.

– Picaroon.

– (To) paint the town
red.

– Much of a muchness.

– To fling mud at.

– (To) drive
one into a corner.

– (To) let a person stew in his own juice.

– Open question.

– (To) pop the question.

– In the prime of life.

– From whence.

– Whencever.

– (To) set the heart at rest.

– Lumber-room.
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– (To) queer one’s pitch.

– Bottomless pit.

– Pyrrhic victory.

– (To) get into a rut.

– Sackcloth and ashes.

– (To) make one sit up.

– By my troth.

     VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 2

– The thin end
of a wedge.

– Die-hard.

– (To) dice with death.

– (To) bid defiance
to.

– With the gloves off.

– Decipher.

– (To) clear the decks.

– Kakistocracy.

– War to the knife.

– Lucid interval.

– Penetralia.

– On the sly.

– (To) kick up one’s heels.

– Heeltap.

– In all conscience.

– Conscience-proof.

Blessed be your tongue. Let you be
blessed.

– Legacy-hunter.

Hindsight.

– Would that I had
the inkling of it beforehand!

– Mad as you are!

– The morn.

– And that’s that.

– Stark staring mad.

– Stark-naked.

– Siamese twins.

– Crone.

– Decollete blowse.

– Bide one’s time.

– Do somebody’s bidding.

– It is a relief to me.

– Minced collops.

– Forty winks.

– In a wink.

– I could not help
speaking a word or two.

– Scarlet woman.

– Age (or years) of discretion.
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–
Commuter belt.

– Sworn enemies.

– Come hell or high water.

– Hell-bent.

– Kid’s stuff.

– They dragged you into the mire.

To tie up loose ends – Finish remaining small jobs.

   [I went into the office for an hour to tie up any loose ends.]

The event took this turn. The event
turned to be this.

– Misfeasance.

– Chateau.

– Spendthrift.

– Charwoman.

– In the top flight.

fleshpots.

Pecksniff.

– Bob a curts(e)y. 

– Not worth a tinker’s cuss.

– Warm the cockles of one’s heart.

– Knock the bottom of an
argument.

Money-grubber.

– (To) rake out a fire.

– The why and wherefore.

– Not a whit.

– (To) beat a retreat.

– Retire to bed.

– Retire
to oneself.

– Nodding acquaintance.

      VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 3

– Acquiesce.

– Acme.

He is mistaken.

– I do not care a straw for
anybody.

– Fond of adulation.

– Give vent to angry feelings.

– I have pins and needles in my feet.

– Full five hours.

Long since – From a long time.

– Farauche.

– In good fettle.

– I am struck with wonder at
your ignorance.

– Nothing doing! It is all up!

– Let me have it out, you naughty one!

Beatitude.
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– The Beatitudes.

– What a lark!

–  An old head on young
shoulders.

– At all hazards.

– Haulage industry.

– (To) have had a drop too much.

– At the drop of a hat.

– Blitzkrieg.

– Bloodlust.

– Blood-curdling.

– Blood-feud.

– Apehood.

! – Alack-a-day!

– There is no smoke without fire.

– Full orders.

–  Smearing
campaign.

– A grey poll.

– Grand Inquisitor.

– Iridescence.

– Pie in the sky.

– Take me with you.

– (To) stand on one’s own right.

– Right as rain ; right as a trivet.

– Hog on ice.

– (To) go the whole hog.

– Like a teetotum.

– Wide of the mark.

– In the wrong box.

– Mackerel sky.

– Lying-in hospital.

– (To) take it lying down.

– (To) flick through.

– Caterwaul.

– Ablactation.

– The eternal verities.

– (To) leave a bad taste in the
mouth.

– Senescent (senescent but not senile).

– (To) stand neuter.

– Brumous.

–
Commuter belt.

– (To) hang on one’s sleeve.

– By that very fact.

– Lunette.

– Travelogue.

– Licensed victualler.

– Foundling hospital.

– Fag-end (fag-end of the day).
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– reak of the monsoon.

– Pillow-slip.

– Neat as a pin.

– In a merry pin.

– There’s many a
slip betwixt the cup and the lip.

– At one time.

– On the supposition that.

– Patron saint.

– The naked truth.

– By halves.

– Dove-eyed.

– No room for doubt.

– As sure as fate.

– The Holy Father.

– As a matter of fact.

– (To) strike a false note.

– (To) get the push.

– (To) give the push.

– As occasion serves.

– A sprat to catch a whale.

– Stuffed shirt.

– (To) jog one’s memory.

– Jog-trot.

– (To) live from hand to mouth.

     VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 4

– Philogyny.

– (To) remove
the scales from one’s eyes.

– (To) throw
away the scabbard.

– For old times sake.

– Your objection did not hold good.

– The report spread like
wild fire.

–
Endowment insurance.

– (To) get or have the key
of the street.

– Pie-eyed.

– As easy as pie.

– (To) have a finger in the pie.

–
Promises are like pie-crust.

– The old sod.

– (To) have a tile lose.

– Modus operandi.

– (To) stand
out in relief against.

[The hillocks stood out in sharp relief against the evening
sky.]

– Gimcrack.
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– Jolterhead.

– Largesse.

– Lay a wager.

– Lay violent hands on a person.

– Layette.

– Nursery rhymes.

– Not for nuts ; not on any account.

– Oath of allegiance.

– At daggers drawn.

– With the skin of ones tuth ; very narrowly.

– What’s up?

– Up to mischief.

– Wound one’s feelings.

– Even a worm will turn.

– Pluperfect.

– Alas! Just by luck!

– With open arms.

– Say one’s beads.

– Burn with passion.

– Concentration camp.

– As sure as eggs are ; undoubtly.

– As a doornail.

– Domicile.

– Make good one’s retreat.

– Pay the debt of nature.

– Pay through the nose.

– Take the words out of a person’s
mouth.

– Muck-rake.

– Mountebank.

Greybeard – An old man.

– Put a premium on.

– Reticule.

– Worship at the shrine of Mam-
mon.

– Cheakmate.

– Cul-de-sac.

–
Doctrinaire.

– Dogma.

– Force-meat.

– Flying visit.

– Off his nut.

– Old bachelor.

– Old hand.

– Rat! Nonsense! I don’t
believe it.

– Dungcart ; tumbrel.

– Red-tapism.

– Ploughshare.
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– Plough the sands.

– Put one’s hand to the plough.

– Neophyte.

– Sine die.

– Pave the way for.

– Pay off old scores.

VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 5

– A rift in the lute.

– Laissez-faire.

– Jaggery.

– Hard-fisted.

– Hardihood.

– Harp upon the sane string.

– Ramshackle.

– Raise a dust.

– Salvation Army.

– Crack of doom.

– Catechu.

– Before one’s very eyes.

– To pull one’s
punches.

– Ever and anon.

– Even-handed (Even handed justice).

– Even though, even if.

– Hide-bound.

– High-strung.

– High and dry.

– Let it pass.

– (To) have the pas of one.

– Plenary powers.

– Judge-
ment by default.

– By a long chalk.

– Charlady.

– A dusty answer.

– To talk like a Dutch uncle.

– A great leap forward.

– (To) stick like a leech.

– Leatherette.

– Owing to.

– (To) shovel food into mouth.

– Off like a shot.

– Not a shot in the locker.

– Reprimand.

– (To) contrive or put a quart into a
pint pot.

– Just for once ; for this once.

– Once and again.

– Once in a while.

– Within eyeshot.
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– Be unable to look somebody
in the face.

– Cut and thrust.

– Galahad.

– Extenuate.

– Full of beans.

– Be that as it may ; however that may be.

– Be on the wane.

– Save one’s skin.

– Put one’s card on the
table.

– Out-of-the-way.

– On the increase.

– Close save.

– Dyed-in-the-wool.

– Die in the last ditch.

– The die is cast.

– The canopy of the heavens.

– Not fit to hold a candle to.

– Before you can say knife ; very suddenly.

– Not to let the grass
grow under one’s feet.

– Muffin.

– Pooh-pooh!

– Ahead of one’s time.

– At no time.

      VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 6

– From time out of mind.

– At one’s word.

– In other words ; that is to say.

– Turn the table.

– Talk of the town.

– Root and branch.

– Self-opinionated.

– Jobbery.

– Mullion.

– Sooner or later.

– Referendum.

– Busman’s
holiday.

– Hold off.

– Apple of discord.

– Dead Sea apple.

– Inertia.

– Ewe, femake sheep.

– Tenant at will ; a tenant who holds only so long as
the proprietor wishes.

– Crying in the wilderness.

– At will.

– This day week.

– This day fortnight.
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– If I am spared.

– Prurient.

– Once for all.

– Hereinafter.

– Heresiarch.

– Heretofore.

– Here to.

– Hereupon.

– With all one’s heart.

– Take time by the forlock.

– In season and out of season.

– Take the reins.

– Ragamuffin.

– Provost marshal.

– Move heaven and earth.

– Out at elbows ; worn-out.

– Take delight in.

– Cut the
ground from somebody’s feet.

– Go to the rack and ruin.

– Not much of as.

– (To) go to the whole hog.

– (To) draw the long bow.

– Pye-dog ; an ownerless street dog.

– Under the sod.

– Object d’art.

– True-born.

– Truncheon.

– (To) put a person to
his trumps.

– Hyphenated Americans (Iris-Ameri-
can, etc.).

– Up to the elbows.

– El Dorado ; the imaginary golden land.

– (To) keep one at bay.

– Jet set.

– Make something a matter of con-
science.

– For conscience’ sake.

– In clear conscience.

– Annoying in the extreme.

Hair-breadth escape – A very narrow escape.

– The Prince of Peace.

– Self-willed.

– Show the cloven hoof.

– Solitary confinement.

– Be in the mire.

– First day.

– Play fast and loose.

Rotunda – A round building, esp., one with a domed roof.

– Self-adulation.
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One’s Sunday best – One’s best clothes.

– (To) come down to earth.

– Earthly-minded.

– Not an earthly chance.

– Half-witted.

– By half (Too clever by half).

– Not in the least.

– (To) say the least of it.

– Least said
soonest mended.

– A great leap forward.

– Leap in the dark.

– A new lease of life.

– (To) go up in smoke.

– Hearse-cloth.

– Sneak raid.

– On the gad.

– Gadabout.

– Foundation garment.

– (To) fall foul of.

– Elbow-grease.

– (To) keep (one’s) powder dry.

– (To) put into practice.

– It never rains but pours.

– A horse of another colour.

– Crack-pot.

– From the cradle to the grave.

– Every here and there.

– Every now and then.

     
 VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 7

– Grease or oil (one’s) palm.

– Take French leave.

– Despite of.

– Battle cry.

– Cocked hat.

– With all speed.

– Be off the scent.

– To the minute.

– Condign.

– Knee-breeches.

– Take one’s departure.

– Put two and two together.

– Speaking acquaintance.

– Prickly.

– Passion-flower.

– From date.

– Bull-calf.

– Be it so ; let it be so.

– Cock-a-doodle-doo.
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– Answer the door.

(He waited for half an hour but nobody cared to answer
the door.)

– Eat one’s heart out.

– Be at loggerheads

             [They are at loggerheads with each other.]

A shock of hair.

– Minion.

– In the fullness of time ; at the due time.

– Lily-livered.

– Primogeniture.

– The primrose pathway.

– Full-blooded.

– Without encumbrance.

– Obiter dictum.

– Seize an opportunity.

– Dance
attendance upon.

–  Lead some-
one a pretty dance.

– In one’s bad books.

– Make no bones about doing something.

– Be off the scent.

– Read between the lines.

– Such as it is ; being what it it.

– Rude awakening.

– Stir up a nest of hornets ;
bring a hornet’s nest about one’s ear.

– Give one his head.

, – On the face of it.

– The salt of the earth.

– All but. (He was all but killed.)

– But for. (But for your help, he would’ve failed.)

– Get the axe.

– Under the auspices of.

– (To) be in at the finish.

– (To) jog one’s memory.

– A tempest in a tea-cup.

– (To) bid one welcome.

– A trick worth two
of that.

– Trial of strength.

– Let things rip.

– (To) feel one’s oats.

– The burden of proof.

– (To)
come home to roost.

– (To) be on the receiving
end.

– As drunk as a sow.

– (To) get the wrong
sow by the ear.
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– Song of Songs.

– (To) sling mud at (a per-
son).

– (To) work the oracle.

– Corbie messenger.

– Fast and furious.

– Furlough (to go home on furlough).

– Niche in the temple of fame.

– Hence, henceforth, henceforward.

– Espalier.

– Enfeoff.

– Dukedom.

– Duologue.

– Hackneyed.

– (To) get one by the short hairs.

      VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 8

– (To) go off at half-
cock.

– What the hack.

– Furore.

– Cony-catcher.

– Conny.

– None the less.

– Leotard.

– (To)
keep the letter of the law.

– (To) paddle one’s own canoe.

– (To) cut the painter.

– Syncope.

– In the seminal state.

Impasse – Deadlock.

– Back and forth.

– (To) do one’s bit.

– (To) spin a yarn.

– Down in spirits.

– Untutored (untutored mind).

– Affair of honour ; duel.

for better or for worse.

– Chop and change.

– Ins and outs.

– Overreach.

– Pay the piper.

– Carry off the palm.

– In the nick of time.

– Give up the ghost.

– On the horms of a dilemma.

– Spill the beans.

– Sheathe the sword.

– As far as the eye can reach.
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– Ere long, before long.

– At a loose end.

– Nail a lie to the counter ; prove a
statement to be false.

– Keepsake.

– The last extrimity ; the utmost pitch of misfortune.

– Bred in the bone.

Statuesque – Like a statue.

– Make oneself scarce.

– Rain in torrents.

– Pride of place.

– Once in a while.

– Lop-sided.

– Lose one’s wits.

– Under the influence of liquor.

– Know-nothing.

–  About-sledge ; a heavy blacksmith’s ham-
mer.

– At the end of one’s tether ; at the end
of one’s strength.

– A word in season.

– Lynch-law.

– Leave in the lurch.

– Lynx-eyed.

– Lustrum.

– Right away.

– Ringe one’s mouth ; gurgle.

– Pull the wool over one’s face.

– Come under the yoke of.

– Add zest to ; increase the quality.

– Yeoman’s service.

– Yonker.

– Year in, year out ; continiously.

– Clairvoyance.

– Clairvoyant.

– A snake in the grass.

– Emery-paper.

– Leap over a ditch.

– Monastic vow.

– Square deal.

– As cross as two sticks.

– Cromlech.

– It matters little.

– (To) din
into a person’s ears.

– Rice-gruel.

      
 VOCABULARY EXERCISE – 9

– (To) lead to the alter.

– (To) veer and haul.
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– Leaderette.

– Leading-strings.

– At a snail’s pace.

– Lemon squash.

– High-handed.

– Pluck up courage.

– Make a hash of something.

– Haul somebody over
the coals.

– The haves and have-nots.

– At all events.

– Ready-witted.

– It is Greek to me.

– Dance upon nothing ; be hanged.

–  Speak in superla-
tives ; use language expressing extreme opinions and feelings.

– War of nerves.

– With all speed.

– Fit as a fiddle.

At a fever pitch – At a high level of excitement.

– Corset.

– Offtimes.

– A matter of life and death.

– Thumbs up!

– Once and again.

– To all intents and purposes.

– As it happens ; by chance.

– Do-little.

– Dogtrot.

– Dogcheap.

Dogdays – A very hot period of July and August.

at length.

– The summer solstice.

        (The sun is now on the summer solstice.)

– Henchman.

– Annoying in the extreme.

– Hide-away.

– At the first blush.

– Take the field.

– Vulgar tongue.

– Turnpike road.

– Bred in the bone.

– Penal servitude.

– The body politic ; the state.

– Eyewash.

– Mealy-mouthed.

– Antilogy.

– In one’s good or bad books.

– Gingerade.

– Glance over.

– Plaudit.
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– Play false.

– At random.

– Lay heads together.

– Farinaceous food.

– Lend the ear to.

– Frankincense.

– Heigh-ho!

– Satellite town.

– Trisect.

– Weal and woe.

– In one’s stead.

– Have nothing to say for
oneself.

– High-strung.

– Make the best of a bad business.

– (To) make one’s blood run cold.

– Summary conviction.

– Artificial sunligh.

– Square the circle.

Blessed be your tongue. Let you be
blessed.

– Legacy-hunter.

Hindsight.

– Would that I had
the inkling of it beforehand!

– Corbie messenger.

PART - V
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Commonly Confused Words

Knotty 

Naughty 

                                                      Course 

                                                     Coarse 

Vain 

Vein

                                                       Alter 

                                                       Altar 

Soar 

Sore 

                                                  Canvas 

                                                 Canvass 

Right 

Rite 

                                                           Bore 

                                                          Boar 

Piece 

Peace 

                                                      Cease 

                                                       Seize 

Breadth 

Breath 

Pray 

Prey 

                                                     Root 

                                                    Route 

Diary 

Dairy 

                                                           Cent 

                                                           Scent 

Check 

Cheque 

                                      Refuse 

                                       Refuge 

Site 

Sight 

                                                      Advice 

                                                         Advise 

Decent 

Descent 

                                                            Fare 

                                                             Fair 

Compliment 

Complement 

                                                         Farther 

                                                         Further 
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Lose 

Loose 

                                                   Disease 

                                                  Decease 

Temper 

Tamper 

                                 Dessert 

                                Desert 

Plain 

Plane 

                                           Career 

                                           Carrier 

Quite 

Quiet 

                                                      Waist 

                                                      Waste 

Floor 

Flour 

                                                  Soul 

                                                  Sole 

Hair 

Hare 

                                  Principle 

                                    Principal 

Forth 

Fourth 

                                                Eminent 

                                                   Imminent 

Holy 

Wholly 

                                                    Precedent 

                                                   President 

Draught 

Drought 

                                                     Wave 

                                                     Waive 

Meat 

Meet 

                                                   Steal 

                                                   Steel 

Aught 

Ought 

List of  Strong Verbs

Present Tense Past Tense Past Participle

Arise arose arisen

Abide abode abode
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Awake awoke awaken

Begin began begun

Bear bore born

Bite  bit bitten

Break broke broken

Come came come

Cling clung clung

Draw drew drawn

Dig dug dug

Drink drank drunk

Drive drove driven

Eat ate eaten

Find found found

Forget forgot forgotten

Fight fought fought

Forgive forgave forgiven

Forbid forbade forbidden

Freeze froze frozen

Get got gotten

Go went gone

Give gave given

Grind gound ground

Grow grew grown

Hide hid hidden

Hold held held

Know knew known

Lie lay lain

Mistake mistook mistaken

Rise rose risen

See saw seen

Sink sank sunk

Shake shook shaken

Speak spoke spoken

Steal stole stolen

Swear swore sworn

Stand stood stood

Take took taken

Tear tore torn

Throw threw thrown
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Wear wore worn

Win won won

Write wrote written

List of  Weak Verbs

Present Tense                Past Tense          Past Participle

Ask asked asked

Arrive arrived arrived

Burn burnt burnt

Bring brought brought

Bend bent bent

Beat beat beaten

Build built built

Climb climbed climbed

Close closed closed

Catch caught caught

Cry cried cried

Deal dealt dealt

Die died died

Drag dragged dragged

Earn earned earned

Emit emitted emitted

Feed fed fed

Feel felt felt

Fear feared feared

Guess guessed guessed

Hang hanged hanged

Hate hated hated

Import imported imported

Jump jumped jumped

Kill killed killed

Laugh laughed laughed

Live lived lived

Move moved moved

Mix mixed mixed

Need needed needed
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Push pushed pushed

Reach reached reached

Rely relied relied

Seek sought sought

Sell sold sold

Sip sipped sipped

Sew sewed sewn

Spend spent spent

Travel travelled travelled

Tell told told

Teach taught taught

Think thought thought

Walk walked walked

Wait waited waited

Wish wished wished

List of Some Unchanged Verbs

Present Tense Past Tense Past Participle

Bet bet bet

Bid bid bid

Cut cut cut

Cast cast cast

Cost cost cost

Hit hit hit

Hurt hurt hurt

Let let let

Put put put

Rid rid rid

Set set set

Shut shut shut

Spread spread spread

Spit spit spit

     More Exercise for Practice

EXERCISE – 51.
You (could’ve / can’ve) bought flowers from the local mar-

ket.

He could’ve purchased this book .......... the College Street
market. (for / from)

They could’ve brought the fish (from / to) Metro Cash &
Carry.

She could’ve (knew / known) this information from the Rail-
way ticket counter.

440 441



Good English Speaking Course

    SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

Good English Speaking Course

     SPOKEN ENGLISH * Jakir Hossain Laskar

O
Y
S
T
E
R

I
N
D
I
A

Mohon could’ve ...................... this danger listening from his
best friend. (understood / understand)

Keep everything tidy in the packets. (Tidy = Meaning?)

Keep everything (in / on) neat order in the baskets.

I also hold the (same / some) opinion with you.

We are unanimous on this point. (Unanimous = Meaning?)

Could you please (tail / tell) me the rates of various flowers?

Could you please mind (moved / moving) a little bit?

Could you please (late / let) me know what had happened?

Could you please make me .................... the problem? (un-
derstood / understand)

Could you please (tried / try) to realise my inconveniences?

I have been working (in / to) a private bank.

Rani has been suffering ............... dyspnoea. (for / from)

They have been reading Biology (for / since) this evening.

We have been working (heard / hard) to finish the work in
due time.

We will be ................... for you. (weighting / waiting)

They will be reading ............... midnight. (till / upto)

Meera will be dancing till the bell is (rang / rung).

(Will / Would) you be sleeping till 9 o’clock in the morning?

Let me ........... some samples. (sea / see)

............. me get in to watch the movie. (Let / Late)

Let them (came / come) into the room.

Let him go to play football (at / in) the school ground.

So many students were admitted in the nearby hospital ......
the local residents. (by / with)

......... many boys were injured by the accident. (As / So)

EXERCISE – 52.
So many players were ................. red-card by the referee

during the football match. (showed / shown)

So many girls were molested by the hooligans in that particular
night. (Hooligan = Meaning?)

Strict legal actions should be (taken / took) against them.

Students should not ............. in the day time. (slip / sleep)

None of us should look down (on / upon) the senior citizens.

You should (had / have) said this news beforehand.

Don’t refuse, (if / should) Mr. Dutta offer you help.

(Would / Should) you excuse my fault, I shall be happy.

Only ................ suggestions cannot change the situation.
(made / making)

We cannot do ................. friends. (within / without)

My sister can speak English ........... well. (much / very)

I cannot run as fast ....... my brother. (as / so)

Human cannot .............. without oxygen. (leave / live)

Can’t you understand .......... I say? (what / that)

Why has Dr. Sarengi advised for MRI scan once (again /
more)?

Which is the best Diagnostic Centre ....... the city? (at / in)

She ............. better not go to that place. (has / had)

You had better stay here tonight (at / to) my place.

Is Ranjan the boy ........... your liking? (after / for)

Where is the room ......... doubt in it? (for / of)

Why is he (talking / taking) such stiff attitude?

Do you take me ........ a fool? (for / to)
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............ I better not go to his place? (Have / Had)

Why did he (pretended / pretend) as my sweetheart?

Why does she look to be so maddened with ............? (age /
rage)

You look to be so annoyed. (Annoyed = Meaning?)

We shall inform you (in / on) time over telephone.

He (shall / will) request his friend to lend some money.

I shall try my best ........... solve your problem. (for / to)

You need not be (worry / worried).

You need not trouble yourself (for / to) nothing.

She need not have racked her brains so much about this trifling
matter. (Trifling = Meaning?)

Could you please tell me the (rite / right) time?

She could not put (on / up) with such pain and affliction.

(Could / Should) you please lend me your book for some
time?

Excuse me, for not ............. in time. (being / been)

So sorry to have .................... you. (disterb / disturbed)

Why is the lane closed .............? (a head / ahead)

How are you getting (to / on) in your business?

Wish you all the best in the forthcoming exams. (Forthcom-
ing = Meaning?)

I regret, I cannot (accept / except) your business proposal.

All are requested to (reach / rich) in time in the meeting.

She has ........... faith in me. (fool / full)

He has ............. a great help to us. (being / been)

I’m extremely sorry for (hearting / hurting) you unintention-
ally.

It rained cats and dogs the day (after / before) yesterday.

Why do you make faces ......... him? (at / with)

They have no ............ in hand at present. (work / working)

The collage was reduced to ......... in no time. (ash / ashes)

I know, I’ve to get a good scolding. (Scolding = Meaning?)

Take (of / off) the chains of your pet-dog.

My mother’s hair has (began / begun) to turn grey.

The cheat gave him the (sleep / slip).

They were sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. (Impris-
onment = Meaning?)

Why do you pick a quarrel (to / with) such an innocent boy?

I could not (help / helped) weeping after listening the news.

They had better stay here (two night / tonight).

What brings him ........... at such an odd time? (hair / here)

I shall not spare you if I .......... the chance. (get / got)

Time hangs heavy on my hands in the day of (strick / strike).

How are you (got / getting) on with your professional stud-
ies?

I wind my wrist-watch (at / on) seven in the morning.

Rina asked me (if / whether) I would like to see the drama.

None of .......... attended the group discussion. (they / them)

I had scarcely left the shopping-mall, (before / than) it started
raining.

There was no necessity (of / to) telling all those to the minors.

The Calcutta Police made an inquiry (for / into) the murder
case.

No sooner (have / had) we left the college, than it began to
storm.

Naresh has been out of work ............ January last. (since /
for)
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EXERCISE – 53.
Since you ............. so clever, you will be able to answer this

question. (are / were)

You could not swim ......... well as I can. (as / so)

He had read this book before he ............ writing the essay.
(starts / started)

.............I had done was indeed a very serious blunder. (What
/ That)

I shall (wait / weight) here until they come from the school.

Where we are going ........... not known to them. (is / are)

They must do this (if / whether) they like it or not.

He who is seriously ill will take a long time to recover (from /
to) the disease.

We were served ice-cream after we (have / had) finished our
dinner.

............. the driver take the brake off, the car won’t move
forward. (If not / Unless)

She knows the place well because she used to (leave / live)
there.

Having (felled / failed) twice before, I didn’t want to try again
in the forthcoming exam.

I have ............ chance of success in my application for the
service. (all / every)

You should (be / been) ashamed of yourself for lying to your
teacher.

Whom (do / did) she refer to in her maiden speech?

Being pleased (by / with) the girl’s behaviour, I helped her
coming out from the danger.

The students hope the English questions will be (fairly / rather)
easy.

She did know most of the answers ............. well. (rather /
fairly)

I’ve got a ............. congestive headache. (fairly / rather)

You needn’t have (hire / hired) a auto-rickshaw ; we could
have given you a lift.

She needn’t have bought that English novel ; I .............. lent
her mine. (could’ve / would’ve)

We didn’t need to (bye / buy) tickets because we had man-
aged some free passes.

The day before (tomorrow / yesterday) was a holiday, so I
didn’t need to go to the school that day.

We (inspite / still) consider that what we said was justified.

Is you sister ........... out of home in so late at night? (still /
yet)

I have not (inspite / yet) satisfied listening your answer.

The class was to start ......... 11.30 p.m. (at / on)

My sister is to be (married / marrying) next month.

They were to have (gone / went) on a picnic yesterday.

I was to have visited my doctor but the appointment was put
(of / off).

My father was to have ............ to Delhi this afternoon, but
the flight was cancelled because of bad weather. (fly / flown)

I have been suffering ......... jaundice. If only I had gone to the
doctor earlier! (at / in)

You seem to be (quite / quiet) happy tonight.

This encyclopaedia seems to (be / been) very informative.

What seems easy to some students (seem / seems) difficult
to others.

....... ....... your help, I couln’t have succeeded in life. (But for
/ Not for)
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We would have had a pleasant time in afternoon, (as if / but
for) the rain.

But (for / with) their support, we couldn’t have celebrated the
victory with colours flying.

I can scarely afford to buy a cycle, let ............ a four-wheeler.
(alone / along)

She cannot ............ English correctly, let alone speak fluently.
(right / write)

We are struggling to (meat / meet) both ends, let alone buying
cosmetics and jewellary.

We shall return back ........ a week or so. (by / in)

My brother managed somehow or other to pay off his (dates /
debts).

She had some real grief ; (else / otherwise) she wouldn’t
weep as she does.

We must trust him, (for / since) he is speaking in earnest.

But for your help, they would have ........... ruined. (been /
being)

If she (was / were) to see me, she would know me at once.

We do not doubt ............ that she is unwell. (but / only)

Her general health is none ........... good. (to / too)

The darkness prevented me for (seen / seeing) the obstruc-
tion.

Keep turning the steering (so long / till) I tell you to stop.

My sister lost her hand-bag and her purse, (to / too).

Taniya has not found her hand-bag or her purse, (either / nei-
ther).

We arrived early (so as / so that) to get a good seat.

That all depends on ............... you ask. (who / whom)

Mr. David had not been used (in / to) such a hot climate.

We will never (have / had) that person in our house again.

I’m ............... of reading English novels. (fond / found)

My brother is fond ......... playing Volley-ball. (of / to)

My father is fond if eating sour (cards / curds).

........... your uncle fond of travelling accross the country? (Are
/ Is)

How can I reach that place (at / in) the shortest possible time?

How (far / for) is Ballygunge Station from Golpark?

How ............ you are doing everything right? (came / come)

I wish she (was / were) as intelligent as her elder brother!

.............. that my father had been alive today! (Should /
Would)

I wish her every success (at / in) future life.

EXERCISE – 54.
Time once ............. can never be regained. (last / lost)

Do you know what day ........ the moon it is? (of / to)

How ........... advanced is the day? (far / for)

My sister will (came / come) back in Saturday fortnight.

I couldn’t sleep in the small (hours / ours) of the morning.

Time hangs heavy on my (hand / hands). What o’clock is it
now?

You (might / should) better take this medicine every other
day.

It is 25 minutes to seven .......... my watch. (by / in)

The lion is a beast of ............ . (pray / prey)

Friday is the fifth day of the ................. . (weak / week)

(A / An) owl is a peculiar bird having fond of living in darkness.
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The Bible is the holy scripture (of / to) the Christians.

Kolkata is the capital (for / of) West Bengal.

The Taj Mahal is a wonderful ............... of creative architec-
ture. (peace / piece)

She had a very bad menstrual (pen / pain) this morning.

The Rajdhani Express steamed (away / out) of the Howrah
Station at 11.30 p.m.

There .......... a large audience in the Brigade Parade Ground
to listen the speech of our Chief Minister. (was / were)

A pack of hounds ran after a (dear / deer) in the forest.

An erudite prefers honour to wealth. (Erudite = Meaning?)

Copper is one of the useful .............. . (metal / matels)

Oil is never soluble ........ water. (by / in)

The water of the Ka’ba-Jamjam is .............. sacred to the
pious Muslims. (many / very)

Rice is now selling (at / in) 35 rupees per Kilogram.

When will they go to the field (for / to) playing football?

It was you who ......... to blame. (is / was)

Those were the golden ............... for Indians. (time / times)

This is our English-teacher who (has / had) joined newly.

The street beggar was grumbling in an undertone to himself.
(Grumbling = Meaning?)

She herself is responsible .........  the failure. (for / on)

We ourselves shall try (on / to) solve the problem.

The two sisters often quarrel with (each / one) other for noth-
ing.

We are to help (each / one) another to live in the society.

Harun and Tina have not brought (there / their) practical note-
books.

................ Nisha or Mala has to lend me her English Grammer
book. (Either / Neither)

None of ............. turned up in due time. (them / they)

Everybody is unhappy with his fate (in / of) life.

Many saw the thief running (out / short) of breath.

Anyone can solve this Mathematics (if / though) he does try
attentively.

Some say that God helps those (who / whom) help them-
selves.

Neither of the two boys (are / is) honest and hardworking.

Each of the girls (has / have) bought a cinema-ticket.

He can purchase either of the two (book / books).

This is the vegabond that we saw the day before yesterday.
(Vegabond = Meaning?)

The cows which are healthy will be slaughtered. (Slaughtered
= Meaning?)

All those who made obeisance to me are  my disciples. (Obei-
sance = Meaning?)

We like to buy some garments (make / made) of Egyptian
cotton.

Samuel Hahnemann was a famous German Homoeopath
who was also the founder .......... the system. (of / to)

There is a green field in front ........... our house. (of / to)

Which English Grammer book (are / do) you want?

What kind of behaviour of .......... is this? (her / hers)

.............. address do you want from me? (Whom / Whose)

These books are (fool / full) of blunder mistakes.

Why are you .......... such a hurry? (in / on)

This is the same mobile-phone that he (gave / give) me.
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Those two horses are eating grass (in / on) the front field.

My country is great because of it’s diversity. (Diversity =
Meaning?)

That is (hour / our) garden where we cultivate flowers.

These are their books which ............ bought from Oxford
Book Store, Park Street. (was / were)

Neither of the two leaders ........... present in the meeting. (was
/ were)

She does come to our house (always / every) morning.

Each participant was given a good prize. (Participant = Mean-
ing?)

There are swamps on either side of the road. (Swamps =
Meaning?)

You took initiative (at / on) heart, which fact helped me get out
from that danger.

......... Argentine mid-filder saw the red-card, which fact helped
the victory of Spain. (A / An)

Rice (is / are) costlier than bread now-a-days.

The leopard is more ferocious than all other wild beasts of
(pray / prey).

Kashmir is (farther / further) than Delhi from Kolkata.

EXERCISE – 55.
When (do / does) your daughter go to school everyday?

Wherein ......... you put the golden wrist-watch? (have / has)

Does she know the reason why Rita fights shy (of / to) me?

She often .............. me in a park. (meats / meets)

I didn’t ............ in WBCS exam even for once. (seat / sit)

............. it is certain that she told us lies. (Hence / However)

She will surely pass if she does try (hard / heard).

Only your brother ............... advice from me. (taken / took)

They also (want / went) to Delhi a few days ago.

Thank you ........... for your kind help. (to / too)

The troops advanced four miles (from / of) the base-camp.

I had to walk half kilometres to (reach / rich) there in time.

.We are fully agreed (on / with) the decision.

I look down (for / upon) her only because she is a street-
woman.

They are keenly (interesting / interested) to see the movie.

Every mother almost always try to protect her offspring from
danger. (Offspring = Meaning?)

The tiger was caught ............ from the forest. (alive / live)

My uncle is away from home (from / since) Sunday last.

The two girls .............. much alike as I see. (are / were)

Your sister will be better soon ................ a good doctor is
attending her. (as / however)

My sister will come day ............... tomorrow from her father-
in-law’s house. (after / before)

She is going with me to (see / seen) that English film.

I have been suffering from fever (from / since) Monday last.

The furious mob ........... running behind a thief. (was / were)

(Beside / Besides) golf, my father is fond of playing cards.

We take nothing but tea and biscuits (in / on) the evening.

He came back home (between / within) noon and afternoon.

My sister entered into the room .......... a hurry. (at / in)

The president was elected ........... among the members present.
(by / from)

The troops came out from ..... the ground. (beneath / under)
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He has choosen Physics instead .......... Biology. (for / of)

You got the job by dint ........... your hard-work. (for / of)

She could not ............. to the school owing to her mother’s
illness. (came / come)

In spite of my repeated warnings, they went to ........... in the
sea. (sail / sell)

EXERCISE – 56.
It is now 7 o’clock ......... our wall-clock. (by / in)

Nasir is used to go to his village (home / house) once a month.

Considering the quality of the cotton, the price of that shirt is
not .......... high. (to / too)

Chicken-pox is prevelant during Spring season. (Prevelant
= Meaning?)

Regarding your request, I regret to say that I’ve nothing to do
for you. (Regret = Meaning?)

The class-teacher scolded her for clamour, notwithstanding her
refusal. (Clamour = Meaning?)

They are addicted of playing ............ . (cards / curds)

We have decided on visiting Kashmir next (weak / week).

The teacher did forbear from speaking ill of his students. (For-
bear = Meaning?)

All of us understand the necessity of helping the poor and down-
trodden. (Downtrodden = Meaning?)

Are you eligible for holding any respectable post? (Eligible =
Meaning?)

Read attentively, else you will .......... in the exam. (fell / fail)

Either my friend .......... I can attend the seminer. (nor / or)

I, as well as my friends, (was / were) invited to the party at
night.

Sonia, no less (than / then) her mother, is a beautiful woman.

I did not give .......... hopes, on the contrary, I did combat for
pyrric victory. (off / up)

All of them forbade me, nevertheless, I went into the danger.
(Forbade = Meaning?)

She studied so well, yet she didn’t (pass / past) in the annual
exam.

We requested him so much, ............ he didn’t pay heed to our
words. (still / yet)

The officers are working sitting inside the AC rooms, whereas,
the farmers are (bound / bounding) to work under the scorching
heat of sun.

Students like our English teacher very much (since / though)
he is honest and friendly.

You must ............ here until I come back from the market.
(wait / weight)

They will not get the job .............. they are not properly trained.
(unless / until)

............ her whether she will go to school the day after tomor-
row. (Ask / Tell)

Although it (is / was) raining, we did not unfold the umbrella.

They left home (as / so) soon as I reached there.

He was allowed to stay in the classroom (if / provided) he
would not make noise.

The boy is of bad character, therefore, she should not speak
with (her / him).

The day is sultry today, for, the relative humidity is maximum.
(Humidity = Meaning?)

He is a (hardcore / heardcore) criminal, so, he can not love
others.

They have not come yet, what should we (do / did) now?
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If the current situation is not .................. shortly, the common
people will be most affected. (changing / changed)

If you do not come (alone / along) with me, I shall not go to
see the movie.

Please inform me (for / in) advance, if you are not able to go
with us.

If she (was / were) to see me, she would know me at once.

I have written this big letter to my (sweetheart / sweethurt).

We have had our coffee before you ............ . (came / come)

Some urgent works are being done ............ College Street
junction. (at / on)

A pavement is being planned to make of either side (of / to)
the road.

Minor repair works are .......... if and when necessary. (doing
/ done)

What is (been / being) done to make people aware regarding
all these?

This book of general knowledge seems to (be / been) very
informative.

You seem to be making (marry / merry) now-a-days.

What seems easy to me seems very (hard / heard) to others.

Do (away / off) your shirt as you’re perspiring entirely.

Anbind Adiga bore (off / up) the Man Booker Prize in 2008.

Cancer has been carrying ......... hundreds of thousands of lives.
(of / off)

A rumour has been put (about / out) that the world will be
perished by 2012.

I had taken a chance in speculative transaction, but it did not
(pay / paid) off.

My friends saw me (off / with) at the Howrah Station.

EXERCISE – 57.
Some of my relatives turned (on / up) suddenly at far into the

midday.

Spain pulled (away / off) the 2010 Worlp Cup defeating or-
ange brigade.

We must not look (down / out) upon the poor and destitude.

Arjun made (away / over) with the tiger with one shot of his
gun.

They expected the tempest to let up before long. (Tempest =
Meaning?)

She is planning to go (in / on) for the WBCS exam this year.

The leopard fell upon his (pray / prey) swiftly.

How can I get (alone / along) with my wife in this adverse
situation?

Earlier she had planned to contest the ramp, but she cried (away
/ off) at the last moment.

I have no intention to give (up / upon) practising medicine.

............... traffic management, we have decided to deploy 12
quick response teams. (Beside / Besides)

She was sitting beside me (when / while) watching the movie.

Besides practising medicine, he has (being / been) writing
English novels.

Why are you talking ............... the mark? (beside / besides)

Several watchtowers have already ............. erected for night
illumination. (been / being)

A large number of arrests have been made .......... recent times.
(at / in)

Special arrangements are ........... made to secure the entire
parade zone. (been / being)
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People are being checked ....... all interception points. (at / by)

................. 25 ambulances will be positioned at strategic loca-
tions. (About / Around)

Are security agencies prepared in our city to cope up (for /
with) the threats?

The department got him (away / by) from the office for his
alleged misconduct.

Why do we (late / let) any public car through our private road?

The mob would’ve kept beating the boy, (has / had) the local
shopowners not protested.

No sooner did my little kid see me ............ she came to my
lap. (than / then)

You have to watch this English movie ............... you under-
stand it or not. (whereas / whether)

I will rather ............ in the exam than copy from others. (fail /
fell)

Scarcely had they reached in the school ........... it began to
strom violently. (than / when)

Hardly had they entered into the ground (than / when) they
were arrested by the city police.

You shouldn’t (have / had) taken the law in your own hands.

(Should / Would) they offer you money, don’t reject the offer.

Why do you make biting insinuations to your sister-in-law? (In-
sinuation = Meaning?)

Why are you making (face / faces) at me without reason?
Have I done any great harm to you?

You can turn ............ fairly well if you try. Get set to work
with firm determination. (away / out)

Why should you poke your nose into my affairs? Go and paddle
your own canoe. (Paddle your own canoe = Meaning?)

She is chewing (meat / meet) audibly ; methinks, she did feel
too hungry.

Sarika’s skin is of very bright complexion, the bridegroom’s
party had a liking for her. (Complexion = Meaning?)

Steal away honourably ; otherwise, you will be subject to utter
humiliation. (Humiliation = Meaning?)

EXERCISE – 58.
He made the best use of an opportunity ; so he is nowadays

squandering money with open hands. (Squandering = Meaning?)

As you had accepted bribe, you should’ve done the job. How
long shall I toil (hard / heard) for a living?

Why do you look blank (at / to) me? Don’t you see, I cried
myself hoarse.

How come you turn up the nose to him in contempt? Why, his
malady is no longer infectious! (Contemp = Meaning?)

He is the black sheep of the family. So, he disinherited ........
my father. (by / to)

(For / Since) last year I’ve been suffering in Irritable Bowel
Syndrome.

It is a fortnight .............. the holidays began in our school.
(from / since)

Five years have passed since my grandmother (dies / died).

Only half an hour has elapsed since my brother was assassi-
nated. (Assassinated = Meaning?)

My sister has been learning French ................. April last.
(from / since)

I should’ve informed the problem to my father ............ . (early
/ earlier)

He should’ve given ............. care to his ailing mother. (more
/ most)
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I hear they are ............. from Kolkata day after tomorrow.
(living / leaving)

Please let me know if I can help you (lend / lending) money.

Please let me know if I can be (for / of) any assistance to your
shortage of fund.

He is having his house repaired by a reputed mason. (Mason
= Meaning?)

She had had her house white-washed before it was (late / let)
out others.

The doctor had the patient examined (by / with) his stetho-
scope.

I got my blood-pressure checked (on / up) by our family phy-
sician.

My mother will (have / had) her blood-sugar tested day after
tomorrow.

Taniya will be having her urine tested (about / around) this
time tomorrow.

Could you possibly give me change for this 500 ............... note?
(rupee / rupees)

(Could / Should) you possibly help me to get out of danger?

EXERCISE – 59.
Could you possibly do me a favour getting a (leave / live) of

absence from duty?

I wonder if the weather is hot and sultry all around. (Sultry =
Meaning?)

I wonder whose Phonetics book it is left in the class-room.
Phonetics = Meaning?)

How ........... he doesn’t come to the playground nowadays?
(can / come)

How come they aren’t at office this fortnight? (Fortnight =
Meaning?)

I’m afraid my daughter hasn’t come back home (still / yet).

What type of jewellery would you like (for / to) purchase?

Let me get (in / on) touch with her to know the matter.

That’s what I ........... him day before yesterday. (telled / told)

She made a good ............. friends in the college. (much / many)

I went through as (much / many) from the English novel as I
could since last week.

You got a lot of greetings-cards, but I didn’t receive (many /
more) from my colleagues.

They have a lot of leisure-time but I haven’t .............. to enjoy
freely. (more / much)

Much will depend ............ what the father of the daughter
decides for her wedding. (for / on)

Nothing can explain the broadcasting of thought which I realised
when I (have / had) had a narrow escape from violent accident.

Among the ............... reasons which make me happy to have
been born in India, one is that I read R.N. Tagore in my mother
tongue. (many / much)

Those who look ............... practical life will find that luck
favours those who help themselves as success comes from hard
work. (into / upon)

(Unless / Until) you work harder, you will not qualify for Joint
Entrance Exam.

If I .............. a very rich man, I would help the poor and
destitude. (was / were)

Had I known you were ill, I would ............. visited your place
in the evening. (have / had)

(Was / Were) she to see us here in so late at night, she would
be dumbfounded out and out.
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EXERCISE – 60.
What would you have done ............. you had been assaulted

by some hooligans? (if / whether)

If only Rana had ................ ten minutes earlier, he would have
caught the Mumbai-bound flight. (reached / riched)

We had some reactions about the decision taken ............ the
State Committee. (by / with)

If she has any serious problem, let him .............. me know to
solve the matter forthwith. (make / made)

Radhika asked (if / whether) I could lend her my English
Grammer book.

I asked him ............. he would follow me from now onwards.
(if / whether)

The policemen inquired (for / of) the thief why he was stealing
thus.

My teacher asked me what I should do when I (leave / left)
college after completion of graduation.

The furious girl asked the teacher what her guilty was that he
had ............. her so black and blue in front of the whole class. (can
/ canned)

The Police Commissioner inquired ......... his subordinates what
they would do if they were suddenty attacked by a terrorist outfit.
(of / to)

The seat was (to / too) hot to sit on in far into this midday.

Our English teacher spoke slowly (enough / though) for ev-
ery student to comprehend easily.

Notwithstanding several efforts ........... hard work and dedi-
cation, my son didn’t manage a good job. (by / with)

(During / Owing to) ill-luck, my sister had had acute gastro-
intestinal disorders ahead of her annual exam.

Finding myself in great inconvenience due to short of fund, I
had to go to my friend for instant help. (Inconvenience = Mean-
ing?)

Against the wishes of her parents, she left the college for (best
/ good).

In spite ........ our dedicated team-wark in the field, we couldn’t
win the final match. (For / of)

My friend behaves ...... ...... he owned the new Maruti car.
(as if / as of)

The informer talks ..... ............ he knew where the terrorists
were. (as if / as though)

You’re talking about Paris (as if / as though) you had been
there yourself.

Listening the bad news, I became flabbergasted for the time
being. (Flabbergasted = Meaning?)

Having finished (read / reading) the novel, I returned it back
to my friend.

Having been invited to the wedding ceremony, I could .........
refuse to go there at night. (hardly / heardly)

Being angered cap-a-pie, she left the (meating-room / meet-
ing-room) forthwith.

Being obese, my friend’s mother couldn’t squeeze (into /
through) the opening in the door.

EXERCISE – 61.
[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

May I have your menu card?

She may have lost her pen in the school.

May you come to my house if you can find time?

What you are saying may be true.
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May I go home now, Sir?

May her soul rest in peace at heaven.

I may not go to office tomorrow.

May I ask you for doing me a favour?

You can have only sweet pudding, Sir.

Do you have your teeth cleaned every morning?

My father was talking about having central cooling system
put in the house.

We are having a get-together party day after tomorrow.

How many Physics lessons do you have a fortnight?

While I was having my hair cut, my cycle was stolen in front of
the saloon.

Please, get this form introduced by a person.

Mind you get this job done by tomorrow evening.

How are you getting on in your medical profession?

Get ready at once, else we will miss the train.

Somehow I got through that danger by the grace of God.

My wife cannot get along with my mother.

Why did you get off the train in Bandel?

The higher authority got the officer away from the post for his
alleged misconduct.

Lawyers earn in a learned profession.

I have nothing to do with any of your matter.

Never deviate from your promise.

My sister is to come to-night.

The marriage of my brother is being talked of.

I cannot hear you for hue and cry.

He hoodwinked me with the snare of words.

EXERCISE – 62.

[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

Are you so giving me assurance?

All of us should obey our parents.

Do you think it an easy affair?

The girl is quite without shame.

Why are you winking the eyes?

You are casting angry glances to me for nothing.

Can’t you see all that happen’s under your nose?

Keep the boy under close observation.

What inkling have you done making a sign with the eye?

The thief ran away throwing dust in the eye of us.

Have you become envious seeing my success?

Don’t cast an evil eye on my kid!

She is doing so many misdeed out of my sight.

Why, you’re displaying your gift of the gab!

I had tried heart and soul to finish the work.

Her mental anguish will never be extinguished.

I felt uneasy in mind for you.

Don’t cherish the anger in the heart.

I shall not be able to ingratiate myself with you.

Why do you vent your spleen upon me for nothing?

The girl is out and out after my heart.

Are you the man after my liking?

I do not find interest in anything.

He will never win my goodwill.
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Pay heed to studies ahead of exams.

I’ve taken a fancy to the girl.

Are you saying this from the bottom of your heart?

What is your heart’s pang?

I became flabbergasted seeing the mental courage of the gentle-
man.

Why are you straining your relations with her?

Methinks, you know nothing regarding this matter.

EXERCISE – 63.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

I’m having my mind embittered against you.

I do not have breathing-space all day long.

Wind the watch every morning

He died by suffocation in the multitude.

My sister is fond of eating potatoes boiled and seasoned.

He was panting hard running quickly.

Have a respite and then keep saying.

My wife is watching TV lying in a spring-mattress.

The patch-work is being done in full swing.

I’m having difficulty in breathing for asthamatic trouble.

I didn’t unable to make head or tail of your word.

My brother has no brain for Mathematics.

I hanged down my head in shame.

Are you off your head?

I have earned this money toiling untiringly.

I have no place to lay my head in anywhere.

Don’t be in a temper for nothing.

Keep talking cooling down your anger.

You, I see, have gone beyond the limit!

Try to strive to think out for solving the Maths.

How much money will be given per capita?

Rack your brains and see, you’ve done it.

I’ve never seen a mad-cap like you.

You don’t know it, a dull-headed!

I’m not ready to bend my head to you.

Why is the crown of your head hot?

Do not, for the love of me, go away to-night.

The girl felt extremely ashamed.

Try to solve the matter cugeling your brain.

Why are you thus spoiling the boy by indulgence?

Try to live holding your head high having a defiant attitude.

EXERCISE – 64.
[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

Have you thought I shall enslave myself to you?

Don’t try to confound me.

I did fly into a towering rage seeing the man.

Is the matter now comprehensible to you?

Do you have no guardian?

I accepted his advice tamely.

Why have you spoilt my cat-nap sleep?

Are you of so immature sense?

The girl is all along weak in Mathematics.
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Don’t make your kid bath in cold water.

The woman is in her early trimester of pregnancy.

My father earns cash money from his business?

Which raw materials are needed to make this good?

Could you please give me a provisional receipt?

All of us stay hale and hearty in the young age.

My daughter is fond of eating the round-sweetmeat made of
posset.

The thief has been caught red-handed.

He should not set his hands to this task.

You need to learn this job first-hand.

You are my last resource.

Does he want to subdue me not by beating but by starving?

At last I have 500 rupees in my hand.

Will you be able to win him over?

My father gives me 200 rupees as my pocket-money.

How dare you lay hands on me!

She did beckon me to come out from the class.

Don’t throw away your fortune thus.

Has the boy a pilfering habit?

Can’t you give up the habit of wringing your hand!

Is this job under your disposal?

Friends, please quicken the pace of work.

From words they came to blows scuffling with the hands.

The police handcuffed the accused.

How can you accomplish a stupendous task by humble means?

Hello! What is your nickname?

Can you say the pseudonym of Rabindranath Tegore?

EXERCISE – 65.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

You, methinks,will drag my reputation in the mire.

Please, set 100 rupees to the credit of my name.

He has earned fame in music.

Do I need myself enrolled?

He withdrew his name from the contest.

What are you circulating your fame for?

The boy has taken admission committing forgery by conceal-
ing his name and assuming a false one.

They have been doing devotional recitation of the name of their
idol.

He has earned fame and influence in practising Medicine.

My uncle has given up smoking cigarette.

The boy kissed the girl behind the bush.

My mother is used to chew betel-roll at night.

Being reprimanded, the girl was weeping.

No one has the power to sack me from job.

Have you taken your breakfast in the morning?

He has eaten up all the Rosogollas.

Is he used to take tea in the afternoon?

Why are you thus spoiling your son?

He is a gourmet, a voracious eater.

How much money did he take as bribe?

Eat and drink well, your health will be better.

She hardly comes to our house.

I know him a man of substance.
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He is from a noble family.

Mr. Suxena is an eminent pleader.

The more one has, the more one demands.

Don’t send the boy back disappointed as he has come with
high hopes.

The day after tomorrow is our Chrismas holiday.

I can give you 5000 rupees at the utmost.

He has taken responsibility to make the orphan-girl flourish.

I’m passing through terribly hard times.

My grand-father had a magnanimous heart with an optimistic
outlook.

He seems to be of an aristocratic family.

Why are you used to lick other’s boots?

He has stepped out for unknown.

Why are you leading the carefree life of ease and indolence?

I had to get hindrance at every step.

Why are you persuing me?

Walk swifty, else we will not be able to catch the train.

EXERCISE – 66.
[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

What did you trample the flowers under foot for?

Don’t drive me out, I’m falling at your feet in supplication.

Please, look me upon with your favour.

I entered into her room on tip-toe.

Will this red ink-spot wash out?

Make your best endeavour engaging doggedly, you’ll surely
get that job.

His garment business has wound up.

EXERCISE – 67.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

The colour of the shirt has gone off.

She was not promoted in the higher class last year.

My daughter is attacked with ophthalmia.

He is bringing green-coconut down having climbed the coco-
nut-tree.

She is vomiting blood from mouth.

We are to stand up while the class-teacher comes into.

Those boys got into the carriage leaping.

Hello! Why do you look morose and unhappy?

Never let your tongue run calling bad names.

What cheek, you’re very cheeky !

Why did you sneer having seen him?

Your daughter dragged you into the mire.

Speak her out about your love opening the mind.

Why did you scold me without cause?

The girls were laughing in their sleeves.

Why are you making faces at him thus?

Beware! Keep a civil tongue in your head!

Have you the face to go there?

He fell prostrate into the mud.

How will you appear in public after being insulted thus?

After having you dinner, rinse your mouth.
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Why are you sitting all day long making your face pale?

The cut of my daughter’s face is like mine.

I have my mouth watering while seeing pickles.

The girl is of tongue-tied nature.

I said that word to the slip off my tongue.

Try to make the verbal reply.

Why are you sitting with clear sign of discomfiture and abashed
look?

Having eaten much sweetmeats, I’m striken with nausea.

You have gained flesh in last several months.

Where did you make yourself scarce so long?

Why are you so used to pick a quarrel?

A shiver ran through me seeing the murder scene.

EXERCISE – 68.

[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

How much insult have I to tolerate ungrudgingly?

I’ve tried to scrape acquaintance with the girl.

I didn’t pay heed to his insult.

Do sweat and drudge, your body-fat will be reduced.

You ordered this by brute force.

Fondle the little kid gently.

How long thus will you move about avoiding toil and responsi-
bility?

All the teeth of my grand-mother have fallen out.

How long will you suffer oppression without retaliation?

Good things find a ready market.

The price of gold, I think, will not go down in near future.

You read out the poem to me.

Her anger has abated by this time.

Many big trees have been blown down by the tempest.

The edge of the knife has become blunt.

I shall take your lessons at night.

Knock me up from bed at five in the morning.

You shouldn’t have reaised this wall.

Give me a lift from the road-side.

Do you want to wind up your flower business?

Who is plucking flowers from my garden?

Who mooted the subject at the meeting?

We have to raise funds for the forthcoming Durga Puja.

Our operation would adversely impact the local ecology.

My father would take a cup of brewed coffee at 6.30 a.m. in
the winter mornings.

Would you mind taking a little hardship for us?

You could eat some more sweemeats if you would.

Would you please let me get out from here?

That would’ve helped our company to expand the capacity.

Had they asked me, I would’ve told the names of all the cul-
prits.

You would’ve requested your manager for granting your leave.

No work is being taken place as of now.

What is being done for the local backward tribals?

Being so much contented, he gave me a reward.
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EXERCISE – 69.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

I was being treated in a good nursing-home under supervision
of a Consultant Psychiatrist.

Why are the local people against the project?

Having leaned against a pillar, she was talking with us.

We use winter garments against the bitting cold.

Students were cautioned against coming late in the school.

 In spite of that she did neglect her studies.

Always try to keep bad company at arms length.

Do not play ducks and drakes with the love of your sweet-
heart.

His death is knocking at the door as he is seriously ill.

Why do they fight shy of my daughter?

The price-rise of essential commodities is a burning question
nowadays.

I’m in a fix and need your wise counsel.

Why are you running short of funds in this month?

Can you not brook any delay, my sweet love?

Dear me, you too have come for help!

Alas! Was this in store for her!

Had you stayed at home, we would’ve taken you with us.

If you had stayed at home, we would’ve taken you with us.

Such was her bad-luck that she had to lose her husband who
was suffering in cancer.

Not only I, but also all other Muslims, consider Mahammed as

their prophet.

I have none else than my mother to call my own.

Neither I nor my brother is to blame for this.

Had she hardly entered the room when she felt giddy.

But for your help, I would’ve fallen into great obstacle.

EXERCISE – 70.

[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

Madhuri is not such a beautiful woman as she seems to be.

For all her merits, Malini couldn’t be able to qualify for JEE.

Who did you go to see Puja Pandals with?

Who will I play with far into this midday?

Who had you to go with in the school yesterday?

Who can I make love with having physical relations?

Who are you quarreling with so late at night?

Who was she talking with over telephone?

Have you started smoking cigarettes nowadays?

She had her dinner before I came back home.

My mother had a severe bodyache last evening.

Always have this in mind that you’ve to secceed at any cost.

Okey, have it in your own method but with due precaution.

Why have you had your supper so early?

Sachin Tendulkar has no equal in cricket.

My sister has had jaundice since Friday last.

I had to burn midnight oil ahead of annual examination.

Have I to go at once to bring the blood?

Okey, get ready for college.
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Will you be able to get the poem by heart?

They will get in the station in due time.

I had to get off the train at Dumdum station.

We started walking alongside the road after getting out of the
car.

Hameed, get up from bed, my son!

Can you get about as much as you used to do before your
accident?

Why couldn’t you get through the examination this year?

Though the situation is tense, but it is gradually getting back to
normalcy.

How did you get over your depressive mood syndrome?

The nursing-home had refused to treat accident victims and
the mob went berserk.

How have you gone broke in spite of having your good salary?

I can swim half an hour at one go-off.

Stop your rigmarole and let it go at that.

You should not go too far in this litigation.

When had you bought this go-cart for your small kid?

EXERCISE – 71.
[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

We are following the go-slow policy to get him punished.

I’m on the go at my Coporate Office since this morning.

The stuffs were assaulted with rods and scalpels by a furious
mob.

The ground-floor of the healthcare institute was litered with
shards of glass.

The property worth over 5 lacs was damaged by the vandals.

Jinia looked round to search her friends.

Why did you set aside my gifts?

Modern Physics will bring forth a new standard of living.

The furious mob was carried away to the opposite side of the
road.

A tigar fell upon the running deer in the forest.

The IFA President gave away the prize to the winning football
team.

Why are you holding back your problem from me?

My daughter bore away the first prize.

How dare you turn down my order!

Who will look after my children during my absence?

How can I let you through this personal lane ?

The cinema show will give over at 7 p.m. in the evening.

I am afraid none of us will be able to explain it properly and
clearly.

I’m afraid I cannot attend the ceremony in the evening.

EXERCISE – 72.
[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

I’m afraid I’m late a little bit.

I’m afraid I have not much amount of money in my Savings
Account.

The bus in scheduled to leave at 7.30 a.m. and it is already
7.10 a.m. I’m afraid they can’t make it.

I’m afraid you’ll not be able to reach there in time.

I’m afraid my daughter hasn’t come back home yet.
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Sometimes the explanations of science are not sufficient enough
to cope up with irrational beliefs.

He was looked down upon for his misconduct.

Who can put up with your such insult during the discussion?

Only your family stood up for this intercast marriage.

Who can come up with the mind of women?

Except medicines, only diet and regimen can’t do away with
all sorts of physical ailments.

Although advancement of modern science is being made rap-
idly, we have not yet been able to cast off these superstitions.

You will not be able to maintain your family, unless you earn
lots of money.

Ask her, whether she will return back my book the day after
tomorrow.

What have you been reading since early morning?

However hard he tries, he will never get that job because of
nepotism in the system.

May be I could not make myself clear to all of you.

EXERCISE – 73.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

Since you wish to be the opening speaker, we are sure, it will
be very good if you introduce the subject briefly.

Now your time is over. Again during the next round of discus-
sion, we will be looking forward to listen from you.

That is exactly what I intended to say.

Both of us have identical views in this regard.

Friends, have you any suggestions to offer?

Let us now begin the discussion afresh.

I strongly protest your opinion.

Thank you for nominating me as the main speaker.

Let my turn come last, then I shall disclose my opinion.

Don’t quarrel, please, I request you all not to get enraged with
me.

Stop talking, man! You shouldn’t criticise your friends and col-
leagues in this harsh manner.

I won’t speak first, I think it would be better if you open the
discussion.

EXERCISE – 74.
[Read Sentences repeatedly & Use in Conversation.]

It makes no sense to me what you’re talking about.

Why shall I want anyone to feel offended?

I’m glad that I opted to be the first speaker.

I do not disagree with anyone and thank you all once again.

You’re open to draw your own conclusions.

Friends, everyone knows we have just one and half hour to
complete our group discussion. So, we can’t lose any more time.

Gentlemen, now you can give your comments.

Before starting discussions, let us decide on some routine mat-
ters like the time given to each of us, the order of the speakers and
so on.

I’m confused whether to support you or differ from your views.

Whatever be our personal views of the issue, we are all united
in our stand.

Haven’t we all learnt a lot from this mutual exchange of indi-
vidual perceptions?

As the last speaker I’ve practically nothing much to express.
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Should we not learn from our mistakes and do better in the
days to come?

I am afraid, friends, you don’t follow me. So, let me explain
clearly in detail.

Before my time is up, I would like to add a few more points.

Mind both of you are getting too much emotional with argu-
ments.

Please, speak out your ideas – we are waiting to listen your
views.

Have I full freedom to express my humble opinion?

All of you are welcome to say what you intend and come to
any conclusion according to your wish.

Well, gentlemen, I earnestly request all of you to lend me your
ears.

Let us begin with her, proceed clockwise and end up with here.

Since we have only limited period of time to complete our GD,
I suggest we need not waste our time by side talking.

All right, it will be my great pleasure to open the discussion on
the selected topic.

All of you, please, stick to the time limit. Now who does wish
to speak first?

I lodge a strong protest against your comments.

Aren’t his ideas completely outdated in this perspective?

Dear friend, you see, whatever you wanted to say has al-
ready been said by one of our colleagues.

Now it is my turn to say a few words on the selected topic.

You’ve brought out some new points which are needed to be
discussed urgently.

Well, I am afraid we have been given a controversial topic
which has to be discussed cautiously.

EXERCISE – 75.

[Read these Sentences repeatedly to get by heart.]

Would you please grant me another minute or two to explain
my view clearly?

Why are you getting nervous to stand up before us and make a
speech?

By the bye, let each of us take not more than five minutes
during the first round.

On all hands, it is accepted that Rabindranath Tegore is a great
Indian poet.

With a high hand, the Government is acting against the Maoists
across the country.

On behalf of the students, we gave a precious gift to our Head-
master.

By this time I shall have reached home the day after tomor-
row.

At the best, my son will get the second division in the HS exam.

In no time, I have to go back home for my ailing wife.

On principle, I do not approve of smoking cigarette.

Corruption can never be checked, let alone eliminated totally
from the society.

I can scarcely afford to buy a two bedroom flat, let alone a
bungalow.

We haven’t even made up our mind for going, let alone book
the air-tickets.

He always feels nervous in a small group discussion, let alone
speaking in front of a large crowd.

                          
  
The Beginning...
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